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INTRODUCTION

I wrote these devotions with one hope: to point you toward the
places where heaven pressed near. Our thin places are where the
barrier between God and us feels small, constricted. Fear rises in
the middle of an ordinary day. Worry overtakes a quiet room. On
a crowded street we feel alone and vulnerable.

But relief awaits in a worn chair where I open my Bible and listen.

Thin places come in common moments where we pause to
breathe in God’s presence. For some it’s the body odor of someone
we fed and hugged on a downtown street who has not bathed in
a week. Other times, it’s the fragrant aroma of a flowering garden
in the spring and the sense that The Gardener is with us. In these
moments we wait with our questions, unload our grief, whisper
words of praise, and share our needs. In these places, we live in
His nearness. He seeks those who worship Him in spirit and truth:
His Spirit, His Word. For many, simply holding an open Bible is
grasping the hand of Jesus.

These devotions grew out of those moments. Some came during
loss. Some came during joy. Some came during the long stretch of
ordinary days. Each one formed when I slowed down and turned
toward Him. Each one points back to Scripture, because His Word
anchors every thin place. Without His Word, I lose my way. With
His Word, I find truth, correction, strength, and hope.

We live in a world filled with noise, confusion, and sorrow.
Many people search for God and wonder where He stands in the
middle of all this. I understand that question. I have asked it. But
Scripture never leaves us in doubt. God draws near to those who
draw near to Him. He meets us when we stop, listen, and turn our
hearts toward Him.

As you read these devotions, I pray you find thin places of your
own. I pray His Word speaks into your day, lifts your faith, and
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In Search of a Thin Place

draws you closer to Jesus. I pray each devotion becomes a quiet

doorway into His presence, where you hear His voice and sense
His steady hand.

If these pages help you stop, breathe, and meet with Him, then
they have done their work.
NI
NS
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THE CONFIDENCE
OF OUR FAITH

Life Lived Out

Life has a way of stripping away what we thought was secure. A job
that seemed steady evaporates. A relationship we trusted fractures.
A diagnosis comes, and nothing will ever be the same again. We
stand in fields that once were green and fruitful but now look
barren. In those places of loss and emptiness, our faith is tested
most deeply.

The prophet Habakkuk paints the picture well: 7hough the fig
tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive
crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in
the pen and no cattle in the stalls yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will
be joyful in God my Savior (Habakkuk 3:17-18). In that season of
scarcity, he chose to rejoice in the Lord. That choice doesn’t ignore
the pain; it proclaims a deeper truth. Faith doesn’t flourish when
life is easy; it proves itself when everything collapses.

Word Poured Out

God has spoken promises that anchor us when storms rage. Paul
reminds us that in all things God works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to his purpose (Romans 8:28).
“All things” includes the heartbreaks, the betrayals, and the losses.
We also hear the command in Deuteronomy 31:6 to be strong
and courageous, not because we have strength in ourselves but
because God Himself is with us. Jesus assured His disciples, “7
will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you” (John 14:18). He
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promised His Spirit as our Helper, One who abides with us forever
(John 14:16). These truths pour life into our weary souls: We're
never abandoned, never unseen, and never left to fight alone.

Faith Stands Out

Faith rejoices when circumstances strip away comfort. Faith trusts
God’s promises even when the evidence appears barren. Faith
remembers that our Savior walks beside us, whispering courage
into our weakness. Faith holds on when human love walks away,
when health falters, when income fails. Faith declares, 7he Lord is my
strength and my song; he has become my salvation (Psalm 118:14 ESV).

Step Out

We can’t control the seasons of trial, but we can choose how we
walk through them. Instead of despair, we lift our eyes to the One
who never changes. Instead of fear, we cling to the Helper given to
us. Instead of bitterness, we open our mouths in praise, declaring
that even if everything else fails, God’s goodness won'.

Take a few minutes and rehearse God’s faithfulness in your
past—those times He carried you through when you thought you
wouldn’t make it. Let that remembrance fuel your courage now.
Step forward in confidence, not because the fields are full but
because the Lord is faithful.

“Lord, thank You for forgiving us in times that our faith
weakens. Give us strength to hold firm to Your promises. May we
never lose hope in You. Amen.”

NI

+ + *
N/
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YOU OF LITTLE FAITH

Life Lived Out

The disciples had seen Jesus in His glory on the Mount of
Transfiguration, yet only hours later they were powerless before a
demon tormenting a child. They had walked with Jesus, listened to
His teaching, and witnessed His miracles—but when confronted
with evil face-to-face, their faith faltered.

How often do we find ourselves in the same place? We pray
for change but quietly doubt anything will shift. We ask God
for healing but brace ourselves for disappointment. We ask for
provision but plan as though nothing will come. Like the disciples,
our lips form prayers, but our hearts remain uncertain.

Faith doesn’t pretend that doubt doesn't exist. Faith chooses to
believe God will do what He says He will do even when everything
around us argues otherwise.

Word Poured Out

In Matthew 17, Jesus explained that the disciples could not drive
out demons because of their lack of faith (v. 20). Even the people
in His own town of Nazareth didn’t believe Him: And he did not do
many miracles there because of their lack of faith (Matthew 13:58).
Jesus doesn’t insist that we have enormous faith, only genuine
faith. Living faith, even in small measure, taps into God’s unlimited
power. But motive matters. James tells us that prayers asked with
selfish desires won’t be answered (James 4:3). A prayer for luxury
or status may not align with God’s will. But a prayer for God’s
purposes—for His kingdom, His glory, His will in our lives—is
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always heard. 7his is the confidence we have in approaching God: that
if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us (1 John 5:14).

Jesus also promised abundant life: 7 have come thar they may
have life and have it ro the full” (John 10:10). Faith isn’t a tool
to bend God to our will; it’s the tool that bends our will to His,
leading to joy, peace, and purpose.

Faith Stands Out

Faith asks in confidence, trusting God’s will is best. Faith believes
that even a small, living seed can move mountains. Faith resists
praying for selfish gain but hungers for God’s purposes.

Faith draws near to Jesus daily through His Word, prayer, and
surrender. Faith expects abundant life, not in possessions but in
Christ’s presence.

Step Out

Examine your prayers. Are they centered on your desires or God’s
will? Take one prayer and reshape it: “Father, let this be done if it is
Your will. Teach me to want what You want.”

Choose one verse—perhaps Matthew 17:20 or John 10:10—
and carry it with you. When doubts whisper, speak it aloud. Let it
train your heart to believe God’s Word over your fears.

Make space for Jesus each day. Read Scripture, pray for wisdom,
and pause throughout your day to remember His presence. As you
cultivate closeness with Him, your faith will grow stronger, your
motives will be purified, and your prayers will align with heaven.

“Lord, may I be strong and courageous to face any opposition
or resistance in my life. May I stand on Your promises, knowing
that the Scriptures cannot be broken. Amen.”

NI

+ + *
N/
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WINDING ROADS AND
FAITH

Life Lived Out

Fear can change the way we live. After hitting a deer on a country
road, I drove so slowly that cars lined up behind me. Each curve
carried dread, each shadow looked like danger waiting to leap out.
That is what fear does—it steals peace, controls choices, and keeps
us crawling when God means for us to accelerate. Other drivers
may have been frustrated by my pace, but the real issue wasn’t my
speed; it was my heart. I was letting fear drive.

The disciples knew this feeling well. On the lake, a sudden
storm rose up. Their boat filled with water while Jesus slept nearby.
Panic seized them: “Master! We are going to drown!” (Luke 8:24).
Even though they had witnessed His power before, in the face of
danger their fear shouted louder than their faith.

Jesus rose, rebuked the wind and waves, and then turned to
His followers with piercing words: “Where is your faith?” (Luke
8:25). It is the same question He whispers to us in our moments
of trembling.

Word Poured Out

Fear will always present itself, but God’s Word reminds us that He is
greater than whatever we fear. God is our refuge and strength, an ever-
present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give
way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea (Psalm 46:1-2).
Fear whispers lies of abandonment, but Scripture tells us otherwise.
Jesus promised, “Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age”
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(Matthew 28:20). The presence of Christ does not always calm the
storm or divert the deer, but it changes how we navigate that situation.

Faith doesn’t mean we'll never face danger. It means we trust
that no matter what comes, our lives are in the hands of the One
who commands wind and wave, who governs life and death, who
stands with us and guides us throughout our lives on earth.

Faith Stands Out

Faith admits fear but refuses to let fear rule the journey. Faith
believes God’s promises more than it believes the whispers of
danger. Faith hears Jesus ask, “Where is your faith?” and answers,
“In You, Lord.” Faith chooses courage—not because the road is
safe but because God is present. Faith presses forward at the pace
of trust not the pace of fear.

Step Out

Where has fear slowed you down—relationships, work, health, or
daily decisions? Name the place where dread has whispered louder
than God’s Word. Pray specifically: “Lord, take the wheel on this
road. Strengthen my faith where fear grips me. Teach me to move
Jforward in Your confidence.”

Spend time in Scripture, letting God’s promises anchor you
when fear rises. Speak His Word aloud when anxiety comes! Then
take one step of courage. Drive at the speed of faith, not fear. Move
forward in trust, knowing that whether storms rage or deer leap
across the path, God is with you—and He is faithful.

“Lord, thank You for riding with us through these winding
roads of life. Thank You for Your Word to remind us that You will
be with us until the end! Amen.”

NI

+ + *
N/
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YOU ONLY NEED A
MUSTARD SEED OF FAITH

Life Lived Out

Without faith, everything else collapses. Faith is the foundation of
our relationship with God, the hinge on which our prayers, our
hope, and our endurance swing.

The disciples learned this lesson the hard way. A desperate father
brought his demon-possessed son to them, but they could not drive
the spirit out. Their efforts failed, their confidence crumbled, and
their weakness was exposed. When Jesus stepped in, He rebuked
the demon with authority and set the boy free.

Later, the disciples asked what had gone wrong. Jesus answered
plainly: “Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have
faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, Move
from here to there,” and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for
you” (Matthew 17:20).

Faith does not need to be large. It needs to be real.

Word Poured Out

Faith isn’t “lip service.” It’s not proclaiming belief while living in
worry, doubt, or fear. Genuine faith believes that what God has said,
He will do. For we live by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7).

Faith holds fast to God’s Word even when circumstances
argue otherwise. When the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and
announced that she would birth God’s Son, in faith she exclaimed,
“May it be unto me as you have said” (Luke 1: 38).
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God encouraged Joshua with these words: “Have I not
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not
be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you
g0” (Joshua 1:9). That same promise is ours.

Satan will whisper doubts. He always has. From Eden to today,
his strategy hasn't changed: “Did God really say?” (Genesis 3:1). But

Scripture reminds us to rebuke those lies with truth. Faith doesn’t
mean we never feel doubt—it means we silence doubt with the

Word of God.

Faith Stands Out

Faith may be small, but when rooted in God’s promises, it moves
mountains. Faith holds to God’s Word when fear shouts louder.
Faith expects opposition from Satan but rebukes him with truth.
Faith doesnt measure by size but by sincerity. Faith believes that
nothing is impossible with God.

Step Out

Where is your mustard seed of faith needed today? Speak God’s
Word over that situation. Declare His promises out loud. When
doubt rises, counter it immediately with Scripture. Memorize
Joshua 1:9 or Romans 8:28 and pray them until they become the
reflex of your heart.

Mountains arent moved by the size of your faith but by the
strength of the God in whom your faith rests. A mustard seed in
His hands is more than enough.

“Lord, today we choose to act in faith. We will take one small
step of obedience saying ‘Lord, we trust you.” Amen.”

N9
N/
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WHY THE WILDERNESS,
LORD:?

Life Lived Out

Few things in life feel more confusing than the wilderness seasons—
those stretches of barrenness where prayers seem unanswered and
God feels far away. We cry out. “Lord, why this? Why now? Why here?”

But wilderness isn’t wasted space. It’s often the very place God
chooses to shape His children. Jesus Himself walked into the desert
at the beginning of His ministry. He wasn’t led there by accident
but by the Spirit (Luke 4:1). The wilderness was His battleground
and His classroom.

We know what wilderness is like: being broken in spirit
feeling abandoned, addicted, betrayed; suffering the weight of
consequences for choices we regret. Wrong roads, mistakes, and
missteps can leave us in barren places. But those dry places aren’t
where God leaves us. They are where He prepares us.

Word Poured Out

Luke records that Jesus entered the wilderness full of the Holy Spirit
and left it in the power of the Spirit (Luke 4:1, 14). The desert didn’t
deplete Him—it refined Him. Every lie of the enemy was met with
the truth of Scripture. Every temptation was turned aside by the
Word of God.

This is our example. Paul calls the Word the sword of the Spirit
(Ephesians 6:17). In the wilderness, we learn how to wield it. When
loneliness presses, we speak God’s promise: “Never will I leave you;

11
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never will I forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). When discouragement
whispers, we declare, “For nothing is impossible with God” (Luke 1:37).

The wilderness strips us of self-reliance so dependence on God
becomes our lifeline. A wilderness trip isnt punishment—it’s
preparation. It’s holy ground.

Faith Stands Out

Faith believes God’s presence remains even in the desert. Faith trusts
that the wilderness is a place of preparation not abandonment.
Faith sees barren places as holy ground where God draws near.
Faith walks out of the wilderness stronger, filled with the Spirit’s
power.

Step Out

If you find yourself in a wilderness today, resist the urge to despise
it. Instead ask, “Lord, what are You teaching me here?” Arm yourself
with Scripture. Speak it aloud when fear or doubt rise. Write verses
on cards and carry them with you as your sword.

Time in the wilderness doesn't last forever. Jesus emerged from
His wilderness in power (Luke 4:14). So will you.

“Lord, let our dry places become places of encounter, surrender,
and strength. When we receive hard news—from a doctor, a bill
collector, a family member who turns away—Ilet us pause and
remember that we are standing on holy ground. Amen.”

NI

+ + *
N/
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WILL YOU BECOME
WHOMEVER GOD CALLS
YOU TO BE:

Life Lived Out

The story of Elisha’s call never loses its force. Elijah found him
plowing a field, guiding oxen, living an ordinary life. Then, in
a moment, everything changed. Elijah threw his mantle across
Elisha’s shoulders, a symbol that God had chosen him as prophet.

Elisha’s response is astonishing. He slaughtered his oxen, cooked
the meat over the fire made from his plowing equipment, and fed
it to the people (1 Kings 19:21). In that act, he destroyed his safety
net. He burned his bridges. He declared, “I'm not going back.”

Elisha’s response raises a question for us: When God calls, are
we willing to let go of the very things that define us? The job we've
held for years? The relationship that keeps us stuck? The identity
we've built apart from Him? Faith demands more than words—it
demands surrender.

Word Poured Out

Jesus calls us in the same way He called His disciples: “Follow me”
(Matthew 4:19). Peter and Andrew dropped their nets. James and
John left their father in the boat. Matthew walked away from his
tax booth. Each left behind the instruments of their old life to
embrace a new identity in Christ.

Proverbs 3:5-6 reminds us: Zrust in the Lord with all your heart
and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to

13
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him, and he will make your paths straight. Following God rarely
makes sense from a worldly standpoint, but submission to His
call brings clarity of purpose and straight paths. Paul echoes this
surrender when he writes, I consider everything a loss because of the
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord (Philippians 3:8).
Our worth, our calling, our future—all are secured not in what we
hold on to but in the One we follow.

Faith Stands Out

Faith slaughters the oxen and burns the plows, trusting God to
provide what is next. Faith doesn’t cling to the old life when God
offers a new one. Faith submits to God’s call, even when it means
releasing comfort and control. Faith trusts that the path of surrender
leads to purpose. Faith steps forward into identity defined by God

not by circumstance.

Step Out
Ask yourself: “What plows am I still holding on to? What safety

nets have I left unburned—just in case?” Bring them before God in
prayer and ask for courage to let go.

Pray: “Lord, give me Elishas resolve. Make me willing to leave
behind anything that keeps me from following You fully. Teach me to
trust that You will provide, even when I can’t see whats next. Amen.”
Then take one concrete step. It may mean saying no to something
that drains your faith or yes to an opportunity that stretches you. It
may mean ending a pattern that keeps you stuck or opening your
hands to a new season.

Remember, the call of God isn’t about the person you've been
but the one He is shaping you to be. Will you be willing to become
whomever He calls you to be?

N9
N/
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MY HELP COMES
FROM THE LORD

Life Lived Out

We all recall moments when fear threatened to undo us and when
our strength, both physical and emotional, seemed to vanish. Yet
looking back, we see how the Lord was there, holding us steady
when the ground beneath us felt shaky. Sometimes He shielded us
from dangers we never even recognized at the time. Other times His
help was unmistakable: a timely word of encouragement, a provision
that arrived right on time, or a peace that settled our spirit when
chaos swirled around us. The truth is, our stories are full of God’s
unseen hand—rescuing, guiding, and upholding us. Remembering
those times strengthens our courage for the next trial. Each memory
becomes a stone of remembrance, a testimony that declares, “He has
helped me before, and He will help me again.”

Word Poured Out

Unless the Lord had given me help, I would soon have dwelt in the
silence of death. When I said, “My foot is slipping,” your unfailing
love, Lord, supported me. When anxiety was great within me, your
consolation brought me joy (Psalm 94:17-19). These words remind
us that God’s help isn’t abstract—it is active, timely, and personal.

Jesus told us, “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!
1 have overcome the world” (John 16:33). The Lord never hides the
truth that trials will come, but He also never leaves us without
hope. Isaiah records God’s promise: “Fear not, for I am with you; be

15
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not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; 1
will uphold you with my righteous right hand” (Isaiah 41:10).

The psalmist lifts his eyes to the hills and asks, “Where does my
help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven
and earth” (Psalm 121:1-2). The God who spoke the universe into
existence bends low to support His children. We aren’t left alone to
fight our battles. 7he angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear
him, and he delivers them (Psalm 34:7). But His help requires faith.
James exhorts us to ask in faith, without doubting, for #he one who
doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind (James
1:6). To trust in God’s help is to anchor ourselves in His promises,
even before the answer arrives.

Faith Stands Out

Faith remembers. Faith gathers evidence of God’s interventions
and stores them as living testimonies. Each answered prayer, each
moment of unexpected strength, each whisper of peace in the
middle of fear—they become markers of God’s faithfulness. And
when new trials rise, those memories fuel our courage.

Faith doesnt deny hardship; it declares that God’s help will
meet us in the midst of it. Faith rehearses the victories of the past
so that present storms can't shake us and future fears can’t paralyze
us. When we speak out loud the ways God has carried us, we
strengthen our own hearts and offer hope to those listening. The
more we recall His help, the more our expectation grows that He
will act again.

Step Out

Recall a time when the Lord upheld you. Was it an answered
prayer, a narrow escape, a peace that didn’t make sense? Write it
down, then share that testimony with someone who needs courage.
Your story could be the very reminder they need to keep trusting.
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My Help Comes from the Lord

This week, begin each morning by praying Psalm 121: My help
comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. At night, close
the day by resting in Isaiah 41:10 where God promises, “Fear not,
Jor Lam with you. ... I will uphold you with My righteous right hand”
(NKJV). And when you pray, pray boldly—without doubting—
for the Lord has promised that His help is certain (James 1:6;
Psalm 121:1-2).

“Lord, may my every prayer, declaration, and remembrance
anchor me in this truth: My help comes from the Lord. Amen.”

NI

+ + >
o/
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IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE

Life Lived Out

Life can change in a moment. One wrong step, one unseen danger,
one unanticipated accident—and suddenly everything is different.

I learned this in the garden when a hidden wasp nest erupted
around me in fury. In seconds, I was stung again and again,
overwhelmed by what I had not seen. Weeks later, my body still
carried the marks. Another time, I slipped on moss-covered stones
near the riverbank. A peaceful walk turned into a dangerous fall. A
bruised elbow and bruised pride reminded me how quickly safety
can vanish.

And once a deer leapt in front of my car with no warning. In
a blink, metal crumpled, plans derailed, and months of repair
followed.

If physical danger can strike without warning, how much more
must we be ready for the unseen spiritual assaults that come upon
us just as suddenly? In a blink, temptation can lure us. In a blink,
compromise can lead us where we never intended to go. In a blink,
the enemy can launch an attack we never saw coming.

Word Poured Out

The Bible does not tell us to live in fear, but it does command us
to live in watchfulness. Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour
(1 Peter 5:8). Satan waits for unguarded moments, for hearts that
drift into distraction.

But God has not left us defenseless. Paul declares, 7he weapons
we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they
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have divine power to demolish strongholds (2 Corinthians 10:4). We
fight not with fleshly strength, but with prayer, Scripture, and the
authority of Christ.

Jesus Himself showed us how to stand. When Satan tempted
Him in the wilderness, He resisted with the Word of God. Each
attack was answered with truth (Matthew 4:1-11). That same
Word remains our weapon, sharper than any sword (Hebrews
4:12). So when sudden attacks come, we aren’t left helpless. The
Spirit reminds us of promises, equips us with discernment, and
empowers us to stand firm.

Faith Stands Out

Faith doesn’t ignore danger but prepares for it. Faith recognizes
that even when attacks come suddenly, God’s power is greater
still. Faith clings to the promises of Scripture, ready to speak them
when temptation strikes. Faith stays alert, watchful, and prayed up,
knowing the enemy won't announce his arrival. Faith rests in God’s
strength, confident that in Christ “we are more than conquerors”

(Romans 8:37).

Step Out

Stay spiritually awake. Begin each morning with prayer, asking
God to sharpen your discernment and guard your steps. Commit
Scripture to memory, so when the enemy suddenly strikes, your
response isn't panic but proclamation. Speak the Word aloud. Use
the sword God has placed in your hand.

“Lord, when I'm the most vulnerable, when I'm in places of
discouragement, distraction, or desire, cover that place with Your
power. When an attack comes in the blink of an eye, remind me
that my victory is already secure in You. Amen.”

N9
N/
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FORGET THE FORMER
THINGS

Life Lived Out

Betrayal and abandonment cut deeply. The silence left after a
loved one walks away can feel unbearable, echoing in the heart
long after footsteps fade. One woman, crushed beneath the weight
of her husband’s absence, poured out her grief before the Lord.
She pleaded for answers, for an explanation that might soothe
the ache of rejection. But the Lord’s response wasn't a reason. It
was an invitation: “Look at what Ive given you.” Her eyes lifted
from what was gone to what still remained. She noticed beauty
she had overlooked, provision she had taken for granted, and life
continuing under the steady care of her heavenly Father. This
shift did not erase her pain, but it reframed her perspective. God’s
gentle redirection reminded her that while people may leave, He
never does. His help and presence are new each morning, inviting
us to trust Him with what lies ahead.

Word Poured Out

The Lord declares, “Forger the former things; do not dwell on the
past. See, I am doing a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not
perceive ir?” (Isaiah 43:18-19). Spoken to Israel in exile, these
words carried the promise of a second exodus, one greater than
their first deliverance. God was reminding His people that their
story wasn't over. Paul echoes this truth when he writes, Forgetting
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what is behind and straining toward what is abead, I press on toward
the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in
Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:13—14).

Jesus expands this call by urging us to release our anxious
grasping at life’s losses or needs. Instead, He calls us to seek first the
kingdom of God, trusting that our Father knows what we require
and will provide it (Matthew 6:25-34). The Bible closes with a
glorious vision of God’s final promise: “Bebold, I am making all
things new” (Revelation 21:5). From exile to eternity, the message is
clear—God isn’t bound by our past. He is always moving us toward
restoration, renewal, and life.

Faith Stands Out

Faith doesn’t deny the sting of wounds, nor does it pretend that
abandonment and betrayal are painless. But faith refuses to let the
past hold power over the future. It turns the gaze from loss to the
Lord who makes streams in the desert and pathways through the
wilderness (Isaiah 35:6-8). By focusing on God’s renewing work,
gratitude wells up in dry places. Hope takes root where despair
once flourished. Expectation rises as faith recalls that His mercies
are new every morning (Lamentations 3:22-23). Faith lives with
eyes fixed forward, confident that the God who makes all things
new will redeem what was broken and bring forth joy from sorrow.

Step Out

Release your past to the Lord in prayer—every hurt, every regret,
every unanswered question. Place them in His hands and leave
them there. Then turn your heart to the present. Name the gifts
He has placed in your life today and thank Him aloud for each
one. God is always at work, even when we can’t yet perceive it.
Walk forward with hope, remembering His promise: “Forger the
Jformer things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing.”
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Forget the Former Things

“Lord, help me to cultivate gratitude in my life. Send the Holy
Spirit to sharpen my vision so I can see the new season already
beginning. Amen.”

NI

+ + >
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PRIDE GOES BEFORE
THE FALL

Life Lived Out

Our culture applauds self-promotion. From résumés to social media
posts, the constant message is “Make yourself the center. Claim the
spotlight. Take the credit.” When accomplishments pile up, when
praise comes easily, it’s tempting to believe we're the source of our
success. Yet this path—though celebrated by the world—Ieads to
emptiness and danger. Real freedom begins not in grasping glory
but in returning it. When we acknowledge that every ability, every
opportunity, and every victory has been entrusted to us by God,
pride loses its grip. He equips us with gifts, not for our elevation
but for His purposes. Humility becomes the gateway to true joy,
because it keeps us rightly aligned with the Giver.

Word Poured Out

When God called Bezalel to oversee the construction of the
tabernacle, He filled him with His Spirit, wisdom, understanding,
and skill for the work, and He also gave Bezalel and Oholiab the
ability to teach others (Exodus 35:30-34). Their craftsmanship
wasn't self-made—it was Spirit-given. Jesus underscored this truth
when He said, Apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).
Pride blinds us to this reality. Pride goes before destruction,
a haughty spirit before a fall (Proverbs 16:18). The apostle Paul
pressed the same point: What do you have that you did not receive?
And if you did receive it, why do you boast as though you did nor? (1
Corinthians 4:7). James reminds us that God opposes the proud but
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gives grace to the humble (James 4:6 ESV). And Jesus declared that it
is the meek—not the proud—who will inherit the earth, for their
trust rests not in themselves but in the King (Matthew 5:5). The
Word is clear: Everything good in us and through us comes from
the Lord, and pride is a dangerous thief that steals His glory and
destroys our peace.

Faith Stands Out

Faith reframes our achievements. Rather than seeing them as
trophies of self, faith receives them as tools of stewardship. This
posture keeps us teachable, open to correction, and ready to give
credit where it belongs.

Faith humbles us to say, “This isn’t my doing—it’s the Lord’s
accomplishment.” It also compels us to share what we have learned,
eager to equip others rather than hoard recognition for ourselves.

In humility, faith discovers the power and joy that pride could
never deliver. Pride isolates and inflates; humility unites and
strengthens. By walking low before the Lord, we find the grace to
rise in His strength.

Step Out

Choose one area where others tend to praise you—your work, your
talent, your leadership, your insight—and publicly thank God for
both the ability and the outcome. Let those around you know that
what they see is a gift from Him not a product of your own making.
Then take it a step further: Invite someone into your process. Teach
them what you know, as Bezalel and Oholiab taught others.

“Lord, help me to practice humility, keeping my heart low before
You today. Let my life always reflect Your power and purpose. Let it
always be more about You and less about me. Amen.”

N9
N/
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YOU ARE FORGIVEN

Life Lived Out

A message from a friend arrived one day: “I cannot tell you how
much your book stirred so many dreams in my soul. Plans ['ve dreamed
about over the years, but I felt disqualified because of my choices.”
Her words carried the weight of regret—a common burden we
all bear. Choices from the past whisper disqualification, shame, and
unworthiness. Yet God does not leave us bound to what has been.
Lot’s wife serves as a sobering reminder. When God’s angels led
Lot and his family out of Sodom, they commanded, “Flee for your
lives! Dont look back” (Genesis 19:17). But Lot’s wife turned back,
and her backward gaze froze her in the past, a pillar of salt (Genesis
19:26). When we live staring over our shoulders, chained to guiltand
shame, we become immobilized. The past may teach us lessons and
give us empathy, but it isn't a place to dwell. God calls us forward.

Word Poured Out

Scripture speaks with clarity about forgiveness. As far as the east
is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us
(Psalm 103:12). God does not hold sins over our heads once they
are confessed. His forgiveness is complete. Through Isaiah, God
declares, 7, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own
sake, and remembers your sins no more” (Isaiah 43:25). Forgiveness
isn’t earned—it’s given, for His sake and His glory.

Paul echoes this truth: 7herefore, there is now no condemnation
for those who are in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1). To live condemned
is to deny the cross. Jesus bore our sins fully and finally. If God
remembers them no more, why should we?
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Forgiveness does not mean the past is erased from memory, but
it does mean the past no longer defines our identity. In Christ, we
are new creations (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Faith Stands Out

Faith believes that God’s forgiveness is greater than our failures. Faith
refuses to be paralyzed by shame but steps forward into freedom.
Faith remembers that Jesus carried our sins so we no longer have
to. Faith looks ahead to God’s plans rather than backward at past
mistakes. Faith forgives others as freely as it has been forgiven.

Step Out

Name the regrets that still whisper disqualification. Write them
down if that helps, then hold them before God and pray, “Father,
thank You that these sins are forgiven and remembered no more.
Amen.” Choose to let them go. Tear up the list. Release the shame.
Declare over your life: “I'm forgiven. I'm free.”

Then look forward. Ask God to open your eyes to the new
purposes He has for you. Begin walking in them today. And when
the enemy tempts you to look back, remember Lot’s wife. Don’t
linger in the past. Lift your eyes to the future God has prepared, for
His forgiveness has made the way clear.

NI
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WORTHY

Life Lived Out

Have you ever asked yourself, “Who am I to share the gospel?”
Feelings of unworthiness creep in when we compare ourselves
with others. A polished teacher, a scholar with deep knowledge,
or a pastor with a robe of authority may leave us thinking we have
little to offer.

I know that feeling. Listening to a gifted Bible teacher once left
me completely empty, as though I had no place to speak for Christ.
She had degrees, years of study, and a wealth of wisdom. What did
I have in comparison?

And yet God, in His gentle way, reminded me that He isn't
impressed by degrees or robes. He delights in hearts that seek Him.
You may not carry credentials, but if you carry Christ, you are
equipped.

The gospel isn’t entrusted to the strong but to those who know
their weakness and cling to the One who is strong.

Word Poured Out

Paul confessed his own weakness, but he did not despair. Instead,
he declared the words of Christ: My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness. Therefore I will boast all the more
gladly about my weaknesses, so thar Christs power may rest on me (2
Corinthians 12:9).

God’s measure of worth isn’t education, status, or eloquence. He
chose fishermen to become apostles, tax collectors to be evangelists,
and ordinary women to be witnesses at the empty tomb. The
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treasure of the gospel is placed in jars of clay, so that the surpassing
power belongs to God, not to us (2 Corinthians 4:7).

Jesus reminded His disciples that greatness in His kingdom isnt
about titles but about service (Mark 10:43—45). Worthiness comes
not from what we bring but from the One who calls us His own.

Faith Stands Out

Faith believes that God delights in using the weak to shame the
strong. Faith trusts that His Spirit, not our education, gives us
power to witness. Faith boasts in Christ not in credentials. Faith
knows that in God’s eyes every child of His is worthy to serve.
Faith steps forward with confidence, knowing Christ’s power rests
upon us.

Step Out

If feelings of unworthiness creep in, remind yourself, “My worth
isnt measured by degrees, status, or achievements. My worth is defined
by Christ.”

Spend time in prayer today, asking God to open your eyes to the
people who need your testimony. You may not reach thousands,
but you may reach the one God has placed before you.

Get into the Word, pray unceasingly, and follow His Spirit. Then
step boldly into the opportunities God gives, no matter how small
they seem. And when doubt whispers that you are not enough,
answer it with truth: “esus, You are enough. Your grace is sufficient.
And in You, I'm worthy. Amen.”

N9
N/
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YOUR UNTOLD TRUTH

Life Lived Out

When we first meet Gideon in the book of Judges, he isn’t standing
tall on a battlefield. He’s hiding in the sunken floor of a winepress,
threshing wheat in secret to avoid his enemies, the Midianites
(Judges 6:11). Fear defined his posture, and doubt filled his heart.

And then the angel of the Lord appeared with a stunning
announcement: “7he Lord is with you, mighty warrior!” (Judges
6:12). Imagine Gideon’s shock. He didn’t feel mighty. He didn’t see
himself as a warrior. Yet God’s declaration over him revealed a truth
Gideon couldn’t yet grasp.

Like Gideon, we often measure ourselves by weakness, fear,
or past failure. We say, “I'm not enough,” while God speaks, “I
am with you.” Our untold truth is that God sees the person we're
becoming long before we can.

Word Poured Out

When Gideon hesitated, asking for proof, God’s patience
remained. Twice Gideon tested the Lord, and twice God
confirmed His Word (Judges 6:36-40). Then, in obedience,
Gideon gathered his men, and with God’s help, defeated the vast
Midianite army. What began with fear ended in victory, because
God’s truth defined Gideon’s story.

This is the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that
are not as though they were (Romans 4:17). He spoke creation into
being with His word, and He speaks identity into His children the
same way. When He calls you His child, beloved, chosen, warrior,
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servant, or leader, it’s because He has already placed that identity
in you.

The question isn’t whether you feel worthy—it’s whether you
will believe Him.

Faith Stands Out

Faith trusts God’s word about who we are, even when it contradicts
our feelings. Faith allows God’s truth to overrule our doubts and
fears. Faith accepts that God equips those He calls. Faith obeys, even
with trembling, and discovers victory through His strength. Faith
proclaims, “7 am who God says I am, not who fear tells me I am.”

Step Out

Ask yourself: “What names have I allowed fear or failure to give
me—weak, unworthy, inadequate?” Lay them down.

Instead pray, “Lord, open my ears to hear Your truth. Open my eyes
to see myself as You see me. Give me courage to walk in the identity You
have declared over me. Amen.” Then take one step of obedience in
the direction God is calling you. It may be small—a conversation,
an act of service, a prayer of surrender—but it’s a step into your
untold truth.

Remember Gideon: once hiding, later victorious. The same
God who called him a warrior calls you His own. Believe Him.

NI

+ + *
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DON’T LET FEAR DESTROY
YOUR FAITH

Life Lived Out

[ visited the place in Israel where Gideon chose his warriors and
imagined the scene. Thirty-two thousand showed up to fight. But
God told Gideon to send the fearful home. And just like that,
twenty-two thousand men turned and walked away (Judges 7:3).
They weren’t cowards—they were human. But fear disqualified
them from the miracle God planned to do.

I stood there wondering, Would I have stayed? Would fear have
sent me walking?

God didn’t rebuke those who left. But they missed the miracle.
They missed the victory, the story, the glory—Dbecause fear drowned
out faith.

Word Poured Out

In Judges 7, God wasn’t looking for numbers—He was looking for
faith. After sending the fearful home, He thinned the ranks even
further. Just three hundred remained. Three hundred against an
army too vast to count.

God said, “With the three hundred men ... I will save you”
(Judges 7:7). That’s how God works—through the faithful few.
Not the loudest, not the strongest, not the most confident—but
the willing. The ones who show up, even when they’re shaking.

Ephesians 3:20 reminds us that with God’s power in us, we can
accomplish far more than we ever thought possible. So fear isn’t the
end of the story—unless we let it stop us.
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Faith Stands Out

Fear will knock, but we don’t have to open the door. When we let
fear decide, we forfeit the battle God has already won for us. Faith
doesn’t mean we feel brave—it means we trust God more than our
fear. We don’t need thousands. We need faith. Because when God
is with us, we're never outnumbered.

The miracle might be waiting on the other side of your
obedience. Will you show up?

Step Out

“Lord, I don’t want to be disqualified by fear. I want to be among
the three hundred who stayed. Strengthen my heart. Train my eyes
to see You not the odds. Teach me to trust Your voice more than
my fear. Even if I tremble—let me stand. Even if I falter—Iet me
stay. Do Your mighty work in me, and through me. Amen.”

N9
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DON’T MISS OUT ON THE
MIRACLES

Life Lived Out

There’s something heartbreaking about reading the Gospels
and seeing people standing inches from Jesus yet walking away
unchanged. They saw the crowds. Heard the teachings. Maybe
even witnessed the healings. But still they missed the miracle.

We may think, If I'd been there, I wouldve believed. But would
we? Or would we also have been distracted by opinions, pride,
or the need to stay comfortable? It’s possible to be close to the
movement of God and still miss the miracle—because we refuse to
move with Him.

Word Poured Out

In Matthew 13:58, we read a haunting line: And he did not do
many mighty works there, because of their unbelief (ESV). Jesus
had returned to His hometown, but the people were too familiar
with Him. They saw Him as Mary’s boy, the carpenter’s son—
not the Messiah.

Their unbelief didn’t strip Jesus of His power, but it did limit
what they received. God’s power isnt constrained by our faith,
but our ability to experience it often is. Hebrews 11:6 reminds
us, Without faith it is impossible to please God. Not because He
demands performance but because faith is the channel through
which miracles flow.
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Faith Stands Out

Faith leans in. Faith says, “I don’t understand it all—but I trust
the One who does.” The people in Jesus’s hometown missed out
because they refused to believe He could be more than what they
expected.

We do the same when we put God in a box—expecting Him to
work in ways were comfortable with. But miracles often happen
in places that challenge our assumptions and stretch our faith. If
we want to see God move, we need to make room for wonder. For
expectancy. For childlike belief that says, “He can.”

Step Out

“Lord, open my eyes. Don’t let me miss what You're doing because
I’'m too caught up in what I see or think I know. Grow my faith.
Make me hungry for more of You. Let me be someone who sees
miracles—not because 'm worthy but because I'm willing to
believe. Amen.”
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FAITH WHEN OTHERS COME
AGAINST YOU

Life Lived Out

There’ll be times in life when others turn on you—not because
youve done wrong but because you've chosen to do right. You
speak truth, and someone takes offense. You stand firm, and others
call it stcubbornness. You walk in obedience, and it exposes their
compromise.

That’s when life gets hard. When the people you expected to
support you ... dont. When friends turn cold, family becomes
distant, and voices rise—not in encouragement but in accusation.
In those moments, our faith either crumbles—or it deepens.

Word Poured Out

David knew what it was like to be falsely accused and hunted. In
Psalm 27:3 he writes, Though an army encamp against me, my heart
shall not fear; though war arise against me, yet I will be confident (ESV).

Jesus warned His followers that persecution would come—not
only from strangers but also from their own households (Matthew
10:36). Paul experienced betrayal from close companions yet still
declared in 2 Timothy 4:17, But the Lord stood at my side and gave
me strength.

When others come against us, we can be sure of this: We're
never alone. God doesn’t leave when the crowds walk out. He
draws closer. And His strength becomes more real than ever before.
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Faith Stands Out

Faith that only works when life is smooth isn’t faith—it’s
convenience. But faith that stands when opposition rises? That’s
the kind of faith that shakes hell.

When we choose to trust God over the approval of people, we
walk in freedom. Were no longer ruled by public opinion but
anchored in divine purpose. That kind of faith shines brightest in
the fire. It keeps loving. Keeps believing. Keeps standing—because
it knows who holds the final word.

Step Out

“Father, when others come against me, be my refuge. Remind me
that 'm not alone. Strengthen my heart when I feel misunderstood
or rejected. Let my faith grow deeper—not despite the attacks but
because of them. May my response reflect Your heart and bring You
glory. Amen.”
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FAITH OR DEEDS

Life Lived Out

Some say, “All you need is faith.” Others argue, “Your actions
prove everything.” But Scripture never divides the two—it calls
us to both. Faith and works aren’t enemies; they’re companions.
One without the other leaves us incomplete. I once heard someone
say, “Faith is the root. Works are the fruit.” That stayed with me
because it paints such a clear picture. A tree without roots will
wither and die, no matter how green its leaves once looked. A tree
without fruit may still stand tall, but it isn't fulfilling its purpose.
We weren't meant to live with either-or faith. We were created for
a faith that is alive, grounded in Christ, and bearing fruit in the
world. To live whole is to be faith-filled and fruitful—trusting in
God’s saving grace and walking it out with Spirit-led obedience.

Word Poured Out

James presses this truth when he writes, Show me your faith apart
from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works (James
2:18 ESV). He isnt pitting faith against deeds—he’s showing the
inseparable link between what we believe and how we live. Faith
that’s real will always express itself in action. Paul offers balance in
Ephesians 2:8-9, reminding us were saved by grace through faith,
not by works, so that no one can boast. But he doesn’t stop there.
Verse 10 completes the picture: For we are his workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that
we should walk in them (ESV). Salvation is God’s gift; service is our
response. Faith brings us into relationship with God, but deeds
reflect that relationship to the world. Jesus Himself said, “By their
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Sfruit you will recognize them” (Matthew 7:16). The gospel is both

root and fruit—grace received and grace revealed.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out is never about trying harder—it’s about
drawing nearer. When we walk closely with Jesus, transformation
happens. Old habits lose their grip, new desires take root, and our
lives reflect His character. Good works don’t earn God’s love, but
they do flow from it. They are evidence that His Spirit is alive in us.
A hand stretched out to serve, a mouth quick to speak kindness, a
heart stirred to give generously—these aren’t mere acts of kindness.
They are the fingerprints of faith in action. Faith doesnt settle for
words alone; it breathes through deeds that point back to the God
who loved us first.

Step Out

Pray with a surrendered heart: “Lord, ler my faith be more than
words. May my roots grow deep in You, and the fruit of my life bring
glory to You. I want to live our what I believe—not to impress others
but ro reflect Your love. Help me walk in both faith and faithfulness.
Amen.” Then take one step this week that connects your faith to
action: serve a neighbor, offer encouragement, give generously, or
forgive freely. Walk in the works God prepared for you and let the
world see faith alive in you.
NI

+ + *
N/
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FAITH TO MOVE A
MOUNTAIN

Life Lived Out

We all face mountains—those towering situations that block our
view, steal our breath, and dare us to believe that they’re immovable.
For some, it’s a medical diagnosis that alters the rhythm of life.
For others, it’s a relationship fractured beyond repair, a prodigal
child whose absence aches daily, or a fear that clings no matter how
much we pray. These mountains loom large, casting long shadows.
We stare upward and whisper, “Will this ever change?”

But here’s the hope: Jesus never told us to climb the mountain
on our own. He never told us to chip away at its rock face with our
bare hands. He said we could speak ro it. That simple truth changes
everything. The power to move what feels immovable doesn’t come
from our strength or strategies. It comes from the authority He
gives us when we place even the smallest seed of faith in Him.

Word Poured Out

Jesus said in Matthew 17:20, “Truly I tell you, if you have faith as
small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, Move from
here to there,” and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”
His words remind us that the miracle isn’t found in the size of our
faith—it’s found in the power of the One we trust. A mustard seed
was one of the smallest seeds familiar to people in Jesus’s day. Once
planted, though, it grows into something surprisingly strong and
expansive. The same is true for faith. Rooted in Jesus, even the
tiniest trust carries heaven’s authority.
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Faith doesn’t deny the mountain’s reality. It doesn’t pretend the
obstacle is less imposing than it is. Instead, faith declares, “God is
bigger.” Faith listens to His voice over the roar of fear. It anchors
itself not in what is seen but in the One who is unseen yet always
present. And because God can't lie, His promises bulldoze any
obstacle in our path.

Faith Stands Out

Mountain-moving faith is rarely dramatic. It isn’t about shouting
louder or showing off in front of others. Instead, it is steady.
Persistent. Quietly unshaken by delay. It speaks God’s Word
when nothing shifts on day one—or day ten. It holds firm when
circumstances cry, “Retreat.” This kind of faith doesn’t rise and fall
on feelings, because feelings waver. It stands rooted in the promises
of God, which can’t be shaken. Faith sees with spiritual eyes what
others can’t yet see. It prays, believes, and keeps walking forward,
confident that the mountain will move when God says it’s time.
And when He commands, no mountain—no diagnosis, no fear, no
prodigal, no brokenness—can remain standing,.

Step Out

Bring your mountain to the Lord in prayer. Name it aloud before
Him. Then surrender it into His hands and pray, “Lord, I bring You
the mountain in front of me. I don’t have all the answers—buzr I have
mustard-seed faith in You. Speak through me. Strengthen me. Help me
trust You for what I can'’t see. Let my faith grow roots so deep that no
mountain can shake it. In Jesuss name, amen.” Trust that even now,
He is working—and the mountain’s days are numbered.

N9
N/
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GO FORTH AND BELIEVE

Life Lived Out

We often hear the word believe and think of it as agreeing with an
idea in our minds. But in Scripture, belief is never passive—it’s
active. It doesn’t sit quietly in the corner; it steps out. True belief
changes how we live, how we speak, and where we go. Jesus didn’t
invite people to a private, hidden faith. He called them to follow
Him in public, to leave nets behind, to walk away from tax booths,
to testify boldly in the face of opposition. Real belief isn’t content
to remain behind closed doors. It moves forward, even when the
path is unclear. It acts with courage, even when the outcome is
uncertain. Biblical faith isn’t simply about nodding in agreement—
it’s about living in obedience.

Word Poured Out

When Lazarus lay in the tomb, Jesus said to Martha, “Did I not tell
you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” (John 11:40).
Belief precedes the breakthrough. Trust comes before the miracle.
God asks us to lean into Him before we see the evidence of His
work. Hebrews 11:8 recalls Abraham’s story: By faith Abraham ...
went out, not knowing where he was going (ESV). His belief moved
him from comfort into calling. Jesus gave the same charge to His
disciples before ascending into heaven: “Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to all creation” (Mark 16:15). That command
wasn't reserved for the confident or the trained theologians. It was
given to ordinary men and women who believed. To believe in
Jesus is to trust Him enough to go where He sends, to speak when
He prompts, and to obey even when the cost is high.

43

Review proof only - not for circulation



In Search of a Thin Place

Faith Stands Out

Real faith never stands still. It doesn’t wait until circumstances are
perfect or every question has been answered. Faith hears the call
and steps forward. It doesnt demand guarantees because it trusts
the One who holds the future. Moving faith is never alone—it goes
with the presence of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit. This is
what fueled the early church, enabling fishermen, tax collectors, and
other ordinary people to carry the message of Jesus across nations
and empires. Their faith didn’t just inspire people—it transformed
the world. And that same Spirit-empowered faith can still move
through us today, shaking fear, silencing doubt, and releasing the
power of God wherever we go.

Step Out

Pray with a heart ready to act: “Lord, strengthen my belief. Not
Just in word but in action. Help me go where You lead, speak what
You say, and trust You with the results. I dont want a silent or still
Jfaith—I want one that moves forward, full of courage and confidence
in You. Amen.” Then look for one way today to put your belief into
motion—whether it’s sharing encouragement, serving someone in
need, or speaking boldly of Jesus’s love. Faith that moves is faith
that lives.
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LORD, DO YOU HEAR ME?

Life Lived Out

The sun dropped behind the mountains, casting streaks of gold and
orange across the sky, and I whispered, “Lord, are You there? Do
You hear me?”

Morning came. The cry of a woodpecker, the coo of a mourning
dove—and again [ prayed, “Lord, it’s me. Do You hear me?”

Waves thundered against the rocks. My spirit remembered
the words from Psalm 42:7: Deep calls to deep in the roar of your
waterfalls; all your waves and breakers have swept over me. So 1 asked
again: “Lord, I hear the waterfalls—but are they crashing over me?
Because I don't feel anything.”

Maybe you've been there too—waiting for the booming voice
from heaven, the tingle in your chest, the answer written across the
sky. You cry out, but all you hear is silence. You pray, but all you
feel is stillness.

So what do we do when God seems quiet?

We stand.

Word Poured Out

We live by faith, not by sight (2 Corinthians 5:7). Faith doesn’t wait
to feel God before it chooses to believe. It chooses to believe because
He said so. The psalmist wrote, 7he Lord watches over you—ithe Lord
is your shade at your right hand.; the sun will not harm you by day nor
the moon by night (Psalm 121:5-8).

God is always watching. Always listening. Always moving
on behalf of those who are His. When Daniel prayed, he didn’t
hear anything right away. But later an angel told him, “s soon as
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you began to pray, a word went out ... for you are highly esteemed”
(Daniel 9:23).

Your cries aren’t ignored. Heaven heard you the first time.
Psalm 34:17 assures us, 7he righteous cry out, and the Lord hears
them; He delivers them from all their troubles. God doesn’t delay
because He’s distant. He delays because He’s working something
deeper than we can see.

Faith Stands Out

Faith doesn't always come with feelings. Sometimes it means
standing on God’s Word when everything in you wants to give
up. Sometimes it means saying, “I know You hear me,” even when
all around you seems silent. God has not forgotten you. He has
not turned away. His silence isnt His absence. His timing isn’t our
timing—but His promises are always yes and amen (2 Corinthians
1:20). Let that anchor your heart.

Step Out

If you find yourself asking, “Lord, do You hear me?”—remind your
soul of the truth. Speak His Word aloud. Declare that your prayers
have been heard. Write down the Scriptures and promises that keep
your faith steady. Surround yourself with believers who remind you
of God’s faithfulness. Don’t isolate—gather with the saints. Share
your questions. Let them pray over you when your voice falters.
Stay in His Word. Stand on His truth.

And know this with all your heart: Yes, He hears you. Yes, He
sees you. Yes, He will answer. Maybe not in the thunder. Maybe
not in the feeling. But always in His perfect way. Always in His
perfect time.

NI

+ + *
N/
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OUR PROMISED LAND

Life Lived Out
The way forward feels blocked sometimes. The call of God is

clear—but the river of fear, doubt, or uncertainty rages between us
and the promise.

That’s where Israel stood.

After forty years in the wilderness, their toes pressed into the
muddy edge of the Jordan River—at flood stage. No bridges. No
boats. Just water. Deep. Uncrossable. Impassable.

And yet God said, “Step in.” He didnt part the waters first.
He didn’t provide a dry path in advance. He gave a command and
waited for obedience.

That’s the pattern of faith.

When God calls us into our promised land—whether it’s
healing, reconciliation, calling, or freedom—He often waits for
our first step before releasing the miracle. For Israel, that meant
priests putting their feet into a flooded river. For us, it might mean
picking up the phone to make peace. Saying yes to an assignment
that terrifies us. Walking into a meeting for help. Applying for a
position we feel unqualified for. Or surrendering something we've
clung to in fear.

The water doesn’t move until we do.

Word Poured Out

God said, “Tell the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: “When
you reach the edge of the Jordan’s waters, go and stand in the river”
(Joshua 3:8). And when they did, the water from upstream stopped
Sflowing. It piled up in a heap ... so the people crossed over opposite
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Jericho (Joshua 3:16). This wasn’t only about crossing a river—it
was also about entering into the inheritance God had promised for
generations. And it happened not because the people shouted or
fought or reasoned—but because they obeyed.

Obedience unlocks power. Faith activates the supernatural.
Hebrews 11:30 says, By faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people
had marched around them for seven days. By faith, Noah built the
ark before the flood. By faith, Abraham offered Isaac without
understanding the full plan. By faith, Peter stepped out of the boat
onto the waves. And by faith, you and I must step into the waters
of our Jordan.

The same God who parted the Red Sea for Moses now parts the
Jordan for Joshua. Different leader. Same miracle-working God.
And He is still doing it today.

Faith Stands Out

Faith doesn’t wait for conditions to improve. It walks forward in
obedience when nothing makes sense. The Jordan was at flood stage.
That means the water wasn’t calm—it was roaring. Dangerous.
Deep. But God didn't delay. He declared.

Faith enters the flood because it trusts the voice that spoke.
Faith believes the impossible, not because the situation is easy but
because the One who commands is faithful. Your Jordan might
be fear. Shame. A broken relationship. An impossible dream. A
lifelong addiction. The way forward looks impassable.

But when God speaks, rivers obey. When you move, heaven
moves. And when you trust, you will see what only faith can unlock.

Step Out

What is your Jordan today? What promise lies just beyond the
place you're too afraid to enter? God isn't asking you to perform a
miracle—He’s asking you to take a step. Call the person. Submit
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the application. Speak the truth. Confess the sin. Ask for help.
Take that first step.

Let your foot hit the water and watch what God will do. He did
this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of
the Lord is powerful and so that you might always fear the Lord your
God (Joshua 4:24). The crossing isnt only about you—it’s about
your witness. When you walk in obedience, others see His power.
When you trust Him with your impossible, others begin to believe.
So, stand in the river. Believe in the promise. And walk into your
promised land.

The water will part.
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THE FRIENDSHIP

Life Lived Out

A friend had grown distant. Slowly, quietly, she pulled back from me.
The conversations that once felt alive with honesty now seemed pre-
programmed. What was once a bond of confidence felt like silence.

My first instinct was to blame myself. I must have been something
1 said. Surely, I did something that hurt her or caused her to distrust me.

So I took it to the only place where the heart can find claricy—
on my knees. “Lord, what have I done to my friend? Or what has
happened in her life that leaves her so empty and disconnected? If
P've sinned against her, show me, and give me courage to confess
and seek forgiveness. If not, then draw near to me so I don't fall
into despair.”

In that prayer, I remembered something unshakable: No
matter who walks away, Jesus does not. He is my companion,
my confidant, my encourager, my Friend who never leaves. He
is the river of compassion that never runs dry and the fountain of
forgiveness that never ceases.

As I sat in silence, His Spirit whispered, Love her. Continue to
love her. Not pry. Not pressure. Not demand. Just love. Give her
space. Pray for her peace. Let love remain.

Word Poured Out

Friendship is one of God’s greatest gifts. Proverbs 17:17 says, A
friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity (ESV).
Yet even the strongest friendships face seasons of distance,
misunderstanding, or silence.
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Jesus Himself knew the sting of friends who drifted. Peter denied
Him. Judas betrayed Him. The rest of the disciples scattered when
He needed them most. Yet Jesus did not turn bitter. He pressed
deeper into His Father and prayed for those who failed Him.

The psalmist wrote, I lift up my eyes to the mountains—uwbhere
does my help come from? My help comes from the Lord, the Maker of
heaven and earth (Psalm 121:1-2). If my hope rests only on human
relationships, I'll be disappointed. But when my hope rests on
Christ, I can endure disappointment without despair.

True friendship finds its anchor in the Friend who is faithful
and true (Revelation 19:11). Jesus said in John 15:15, 7 no longer
call you servants. ... Instead, I have called you friends.” That means
when others pull away, I still walk with the One who draws close.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out doesn’t demand answers when friends grow
distant. It chooses love even in silence. It waits with patience. It
refuses bitterness. Faith says, “Even if my friend pulls back, I won’r
stop praying. I won’t stop loving. I won’t close my heart.”

Faith stands out by trusting that God sees the unseen battles
in my friend’s heart. He knows her burdens even when I don'.
He knows my intentions even when misunderstood. Faith believes
that nothing surrendered to Him is wasted—not even the ache of
loneliness.

Step Out

“Lord, teach me to love with Your love—the kind that endures
misunderstanding and silence. Guard me from bitterness and self-
blame. Help me rest in the truth that You are my unfailing friend,
my constant companion, my source of comfort.
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“If I've wronged my friend, give me courage to seek forgiveness.
If distance remains, help me love from afar. Fill the gap with Your
presence.

“Today I choose to lift my eyes to You. My help doesn’t come
from reassurance in human friendships—it comes from You, the
Maker of heaven and earth. Thank You that I'm never abandoned,
never forsaken, never without Your friendship. Amen.”

NI

+ + >
o/
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WHERE IS YOUR FAITH:

Life Lived Out

Faith. That word once felt vague to me—hazy, hard to grasp. I
prayed, “Lord, what is faith? Do I have it? How do I grow it? Take
away my doubt.” I thought faith was something I had to muster
up, a kind of spiritual muscle I had to flex harder.

But God answered me, as He always does, through His Word.
As I studied different translations, I began to see faith not as
something mystical but as something practical—trust. When the
New International Version said, Your faith has healed you, in Matthew
9:22, the Complete Jewish Bible read, Your trust has healed you. That
shifted everything. I knew what trust meant. I knew what it meant
to lean the weight of my life on someone. And slowly, the fog lifted.
Faith wasn’t an abstract concept—it was trust in the living Christ.

Word Poured Out

The New Testament word for faith, pistis, carries the sense of belief,
confidence, and trust. It isn't merely agreeing with facts about God;
i’s depending on Him.

Matthew tells of the woman who suffered for twelve years and
touched the hem of Jesus’s garment. Jesus said, “Take heart, daughter
... your faith has healed you” (Matthew 9:22). The difference in
wording between the NIV and CJB highlights the heart of the matter.
She didn't just believe Jesus existed—she trusted Him enough to act.

The blind men in Matthew 9:28-29 give us the same picture. Jesus
asked, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They said yes. He
replied, According to your faith.” Another translation: “According to
your trust.” Faith wasn’t theory—it was confidence in Christ’s power.
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But in His hometown, the opposite happened. Matthew 13:58
says Jesus did few miracles in Nazareth because of their lack of faith.
The C]B again clarifies: their lack of trust. They knew Him, but they
didn’t rely on Him. Familiarity smothered faith.

Hebrews 11:1 says faith is assurance and conviction (ESV).
Ephesians 2:8 says faith is the channel through which grace comes.
It doesn’t earn; it receives. Romans 10:17 says faith grows as we hear
His Word. Together, these verses show that faith isn’t a feeling—it’s
rooted trust that acts on God’s Word even before the answer comes.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out isn’t the absence of doubt—it’s the presence
of trust. It takes Jesus at His Word and moves forward even when
sight is dim. Faith stands out when I choose to trust God with my
family instead of carrying the weight of worry. Faith stands out
when I tithe even when the budget doesn’t make sense. Faith stands
out when I forgive instead of holding on to offense. Faith stands
out when I keep praying even though heaven feels silent. Faith isn’t
passive—it’s active trust that produces obedience.

Step Out

“Lord, thank You for showing me that faith isnt vague or
unreachable. It is trust in You. Forgive me for the times I've made
faith about feelings or tried to manufacture it on my own.

“Teach me to trust You more. Teach me to lean my whole
weight on You, to believe Your Word over my fears, to act as if
Your promises are already true. Strengthen my trust so others may
see not my wavering but Your faithfulness. Today I choose trust. I
choose faith. I choose You. Amen.”

NI

+ + *
N/
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WHEN THE FLOOD
WATERS COME

Life Lived Out

Pve stood at the edge of rising waters. The rain didnt stop, the
current grew stronger, and the shoreline seemed to disappear inch
by inch. I felt powerless—nothing to do but watch and wait.

Floods test more than sandbags and levees. They test the soul.
When the water rises around me, I ask, “Whar am I standing on?
Where is my faith anchored?”

I imagine what it would mean if the flood took Faith House,
my home for women’s ministries—the place where God has been
worshiped, where His people have gathered and prayed. Could I
still say God is good? Could I still trust His plan?

Faith in that moment isn’t denial or pretending the water isn’t
rising. It is confessing, even through tears, “Lord, You know. Your
plan is bigger than mine. Your thoughts are higher than mine. If You
allow loss, it won’t be wasted in Your kingdom.”

Word Poured Out

Paul wrote, Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are
wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our
light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that
Jfar outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on
what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is
eternal (2 Corinthians 4:16—-18).

57

Review proof only - not for circulation



In Search of a Thin Place

That is the call of faith: to lift my eyes from the floodwaters to
the eternal shore. To remember that what feels overwhelming in
the moment is temporary, but God is working for eternal glory.

Isaiah 55:8 reminds me: “For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. His wisdom
stretches far beyond my comprehension. What looks to me like loss
may be shaping lives, deepening faith, and preparing eternal fruit.

Job discovered this when he questioned God’s ways. Out of
the storm, the Lord said, “Who is this that darkens my counsel with
words without knowledge?” (Job 38:1-2 ESV). The question wasnt
cruelty—it was clarity. God’s wisdom can’t be reduced to human
reasoning. His sovereignty stands even when I can’t understand.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out isn’t proven on calm days—it shines when
the waters rise. Faith looks like praying even when the storm rages.
Faith looks like worshiping when I don't see the outcome. Faith
looks like declaring God’s goodness in the face of loss. Faith looks
like clinging to His promises when everything else is swept away.
Hebrews 11:1 says, Now faith is confidence in what we hope
Jfor and assurance abour what we do not see. Floods may cover the
ground I stand on, but they can’t wash away the unseen foundation

of Christ.

Step Out

“Lord, when the floods come, keep my eyes fixed on You. When
my strength is gone, renew me inwardly day by day. When I can’t
understand, remind me that Your ways are loftier, unfathomable,
and eternal. Amen.”

NI

+ + *
N/
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STANDING ON
THE WORD OF GOD

Life Lived Out

Perhaps many of you, like me, are guilty of wrong thinking—
not about salvation but about life after salvation. We continue to
assume that because we've accepted Jesus Christ as our Savior, our
troubles are over. I dont know about you, but that has not been
the case for me!

Word Poured Out

Scripture shows us that wasn't the case for Jesus’s apostles either.
Look at the life of the apostle Paul. He wrote extensively about the
hardships he had endured: Five times I received from the Jews the
forty lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was
pelted with stones, three times [ was shipwrecked, I spent a night and a
day in the open sea. ... I have known hunger and thirst and have often
gone without food; I have been cold and naked (2 Corinthians 11:24,
27). He also adds, I have been in danger from bandits, in danger
from my fellow Jews, in danger from Gentiles ... in danger from false
believers (v. 26).

But Paul also gave us good advice about how to respond to the
hardships we face. First, we identify our true enemy. He says, For
our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the powers of the dark world and against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms (Ephesians 6:12).

This calls for fighting with spiritual weapons! Guns and knives
won't work; instead, we stand in the truth, always do the right

59

Review proof only - not for circulation



In Search of a Thin Place

thing, and go in peace. Most of all, we memorize and repeat the
Word of God, remembering the unshakable certainty of our faith
and salvation, given to us by Jesus.

Faith Stands Out

Faith fights with the Word of God when the enemy attacks. When
I read the powerful words of Ephesians 6:10-18, the one sentence
that sticks with me is verse 13: Therefore put on the full armor of
God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your
ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Faith stands
firm on the promises of God.

Step Out

[ often remind people of verse 13 when they are exasperated with a
situation—at their wits’ end, as the saying goes. They call me and
say, “I've done everything, so now what can I do?”

I tell them, as I tell myself on those kinds of days, “Stand. And
when you've done all you know to do, keep standing.”

That’s what I'm saying to you too. Never give up. Don't lose
hope. Wear the full armor of God—the helmet of salvation, the
belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the shoes of peace.
Then take the shield of faith in one hand and the sword of the
Spirit in the other. Wear that armor knowing God sees you and
will be with you through all your struggles on earth. He is still on
the throne. Nothing and no one can break His promises or pierce
your armor. So, stand on the Word of God and stand your ground.

“Lord, give me the strength in every circumstance and situation
to be bold, standing on Your promises. May it be that when I have
done all I know to do that I will still stand. Amen.”

NI

+ + *
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ARE OUR PRAYERS
BEING HINDERED?

Life Lived Out

Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives,
and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with
you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers
(1 Peter 3:7).

Peter’s letter was written to encourage and instruct Christians
scattered across Europe and Asia under persecution. He began with
praise for their salvation, reminding them their trials would refine
their faith. Then came commands—to live holy lives, to love one
another deeply, to fear God, to become like Christ.

But tucked into instruction to husbands is this phrase: so thar
nothing will hinder your prayers.

I paused. What if the way we treat others, even within our own
homes, impacts how God hears us?

Word Poured Out

Peter says a husband’s inconsiderate behavior can block his prayers.
Why? Because our relationship with God is deeply tied to how
we treat people. We can't claim to walk closely with Him while
harboring bitterness, pride, or neglect toward others.

But this truth doesn’t stop with husbands. Are there other ways
we might be hindering our prayers? Unforgiveness. Bitterness.
Gossip. Secret sin. Habitual rebellion. Grudges we refuse to release.
Addictions we hide. Even careless words or cold shoulders can clog
the flow of communion with God.
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Psalm 66:18 says, If 1 had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would
not have listened. Sin doesn’t cut off God’s love—but it can cloud
our connection with Him. If we’re walking in willful disobedience,
our prayers may feel like they hit the ceiling and bounce back.

Faith Stands Out

Faith is more than belief—its obedience. Its relationship. It’s
walking in truth. If we want our prayers to be heard, we must keep
short accounts with God and others. That means daily confession.
Quick repentance. A readiness to forgive and a willingness to
change. It’s not about earning God’s ear—it’s about removing what
blocks our heart from hearing Him.

Step Out

“Lord, we confess the things that have dulled our hearing and

hindered our prayers. Remove every obstacle. Cleanse us from

hidden faults. Let nothing stand between us and You. From this

day forward, make us mindful of our words, our actions, our

relationships. Help us walk in humility and grace. We long to

speak—and to be heard. In Jesus’s Holy Name, Amen.”
NI

+ + *
N/
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GOD HEARS YOU

Life Lived Out

There are moments when our prayers feel like whispers into the
wind—spoken but seemingly lost in the breeze. No echo. No reply.
No visible change. In those times, we may wonder, Did God hear
that? Does He even see me down here? 've had nights when I poured
out my heart until words ran dry and still felt nothing shift. But
over time, 've learned an important truth: silence doesnt mean
absence. Delay doesn’t mean denial. Just because we can’t see God’s
hand moving doesn’t mean His ears are closed. He is listening. He
is watching. And He is working in ways we may not yet perceive.
Our prayers never vanish into empty space—they rise before the
throne of the One who loves us.

Word Poured Out

Scripture is clear: 7he righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them;
he delivers them from all their troubles (Psalm 34:17). Not some
troubles. A/l When Israel groaned under the weight of slavery, God
heard their groaning, and he remembered his covenant (Exodus 2:24).
Their cries mattered. So do yours. John writes with assurance:
This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask
anything according to his will, he hears us (1 John 5:14). God isn’t
distant or indifferent. He is near. His ears are attentive. His heart
is moved. And when His children speak—even through tears, even
in weakness—He listens with compassion, with purpose, and with
the power to act at the right time.
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Faith Stands Out

Faith whispers back to heaven, “Even when I hear nothing, I know
You hear everything.” Faith chooses to keep praying when answers
seem slow, to keep trusting when heaven feels quiet. It believes
that God’s ears are open even when our hearts are breaking. Faith
doesn’t need thunder, fire, or dramatic signs to be confident. It rests
in the truth that God bends low to hear His people. Not one tear,
not one groan, not one whispered plea is ever overlooked. Faith
stands out when it clings to the unseen reality of God’s attention,
even when silence tempts us to doubt.

Step Out

Pray with gratitude: “Father, thank You for hearing me—even when I
feel unheard by others. Strengthen my faith to believe You are working
behind the silence. leach me to wait with trust, pray with persistence,
and listen for Your still, small voice. My hope is in You. Amen.”

As you move through this week, practice confidence in God’s
nearness. Write down your prayers as a record of His listening ear
and watch with expectation for the quiet ways He will answer.

N9
o/
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FIRST SEEK THE LORD

Life Lived Out

It’s tempting to run to God last. We exhaust our own strategies
first—asking advice from friends, scrolling through online searches,
leaning on gut instincts—and only when nothing else works do we
finally cry, “Lord, what should I do?” But what if seeking God first
became our reflex instead of our rescue plan? What if, before the
worry took over, before the list-making consumed us, before panic
tightened its grip, we paused and prayed, “God, what do You want
here?” Seeking Him first reorders everything. It shifts the burden
from our shoulders onto His. It replaces confusion with direction
and anxiety with peace. The more we learn to turn to Him first, the
less often we'll find ourselves scrambling for solutions later.

In Jeremiah 29:13, God reminds us: “You will seek me and find me
when you seek me with all your heart.” He never hides from a seeking
heart. He’s not playing games; He’s drawing us into closeness.
When we put Him first, everything else falls into its proper place.
Maybe not instantly, maybe not in the way we planned, but always
in the way that’s best.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that seeks God first is faith that remains steady when the
ground shifts. It isn’t reactionary; it’s rooted. The world tells us to
hustle, to plan, to figure it out fast. God calls us to pause, to listen,
and to let Him lead. Faith trusts that His wisdom exceeds ours and
that His timing is perfect. It knows that seeking Him first does
not guarantee an easy road, but it does guarantee His peace on the
journey. When we look to the Lord before we look anywhere else,
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our lives align with heaven’s order. Faith that seeks God first is faith
that rests secure.

Step Out

Pray with surrender: “Lord, forgive me for the times Ive sought
everything but You. Teach me to turn to You first—not as a last resort
but as my first love. Shape my desires so they align with Yours. Let
seeking You become my habit, my joy, and my way of life. Amen.”

This week, make a simple shift: Before you check your phone,
before you open your to-do list, start by seeking God in prayer.
First seek. Then act.

NI

+ + >
o/
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WHEN YOU DOUBT

Life Lived Out

John the Baptist once declared with certainty, “Bebold, the Lamb
of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29 ESV). He
had baptized Jesus, seen the Spirit descend, and heard the Father’s
voice. Yet later, sitting in a prison cell, John wrestled with doubt.
He sent messengers to Jesus with the question: Are you the one who
is to come, or should we expect someone else?” (Matthew 11:3).

That comforts me, because I too have had seasons when the
walls closed in and doubt crept into my heart. When prayers
seemed unanswered, when God’s timing seemed delayed, when
pain seemed too heavy—I asked, “Lord, are You really at work? Are
You really the One I can trust?”

Jesus didn’t rebuke John for asking. Instead, He pointed John
back to the evidence: “Go back and report to John what you hear and
see: the blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are
cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached
to the poor” (Matthew 11:4-5). Jesus reminded John—and He
reminds me—that faith doesnt rest on circumstances but on who
He is and what He has already done.

Word Poured Out

Doubt isn't the opposite of faith; often it’s the doorway to deeper
faith. John’s doubt didn’t disqualify him—]Jesus said of John,
Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater”
(Matthew 11:11).
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Throughout Scripture, God’s people wrestled with doubt.
Sarah laughed at the promise of a son. Gideon asked for signs.
Thomas needed to see the scars. Yet God met each one with
patience and truth.

Even when my story feels broken, His hand is weaving.
Philippians 4:7 assures me that His peace will guard my heart and
mind in Christ Jesus—a peace not rooted in perfect understanding
but in His presence.

Satan seeks to exploit doubt to erode trust. But God allows
doubt to drive me deeper into His Word and promises. Faith
matures not by avoiding questions but by bringing them to Jesus.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out doesn't mean never doubting. It means clinging
to Christ in the middle of doubt. Faith looks like rehearsing God’s
past faithfulness when the present feels uncertain. Faith looks like
opening the Word when my emotions tell me to give up. Faith
looks like praying honestly—“Lord, I believe; help my unbelief”
(Mark 9:24)—and trusting He hears.

Faith also looks like resting in peace that surpasses understanding,
even when the prison doors have not opened yet. Faith stands out
when I choose to trust God’s character over my circumstances, His
promises over my fears, His faithfulness over my feelings.

Step Out

“Lord, thank You for John’s honesty, and for the way You met his
doubt with truth. Thank You that my questions don’t scare You
and my struggles don't disqualify me. Remind me of the miracles
You have already done in my life—the healings, the provisions, the
peace in hard places. Help me cling to Your Word when doubts
rise. Guard my heart with Your peace.
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Today I bring my questions to You, not to walk away but to
walk closer. Strengthen my faith through the very places where
I feel weak, until my doubt becomes another testimony of Your
unfailing love. Amen.”

N9
o/
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LORD, HEAR MY PRAYER!

Life Lived Out

As 1 celebrated the National Day of Prayer, my thoughts returned
to something a seminary professor once asked, “What do you
believe about prayer?”

Hands had shot up with eager answers:

“God hears our prayers.”

“He answers them.”

“He is near when we pray.”

The professor smiled. “Then why,” he asked, “don’t you pray
unceasingly?”

That question landed in my spirit—and stayed there. If we
believe God hears, answers, and draws near when we pray, why do
we not pray as if our lives depend on it?

Because they do.

Prayer isn't a spiritual suggestion. It’s the oxygen of our soul.
It's how we live in daily communion with the One who holds all
things together—including us.

Word Poured Out

In the book of Daniel, the angel Gabriel said, s soon as you began
to pray, a word went out, which I have come to tell you, for you are
highly esteemed” (Daniel 9:23). God hears us the moment we
speak. His answer may be yes, no, o—more often than we like—
wait. But He always responds in wisdom, with our best interest at
heart. I've lived long enough to be grateful for some of His nos.
What I thought I needed would’ve wrecked me. His silence wasn’t
indifference—it was mercy.
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And when we can't find the words? 7he Spirit Himself intercedes
Jfor us with groanings too deep for words (Romans 8:26 ESV). The
Holy Spirit prays on our behalf—shaping our heart’s cry into
heaven’s language.

Jesus modeled this. He withdrew often to pray. He taught us to
pray. He lived in constant communion with the Father. Even on
the cross, His words were prayers.

Prayer isn’t only a practice—it’s power. Rejoice always, pray
without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of

God in Christ Jesus for you (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 ESV).

Faith Stands Out

Faith doesnt just believe in prayer—it breathes through it. Faith
believes even when the answer is delayed. It prays even when
nothing seems to change. It whispers, “Lord, hear my prayer,”
knowing He already has.

Prayer aligns us with His will. It knits our heart to His. It pulls
heaven into earth. And it changes us. Not just our circumstances—us.

Step Out

Don’t let prayer be your last resort. Make it your first breath.
Whether it’s a whisper in the car, a sigh in the silence, or a shout in
the middle of your storm—pray.

Start simple. Speak honestly. Let the Holy Spirit carry what you
can't articulate. Your words don’t have to be perfect. Just present.
Let prayer become the thread that weaves your life with His.
Because He is near. He is listening. And He will answer.

“Lord, sometimes I stumble when I try to pray. I often can’t
express exactly what [ want to say, but I know You know my heart,
and while 'm not perfect in prayer, You know I love You. Amen.”

N9
N/
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NEVER STOP PRAYING

Life Lived Out

There are moments when prayer feels like power—and others
when it feels like pounding on a closed door. We pray the words
we've memorized, quote promises we've clung to, and still silence
stretches longer than our strength.

“God, are You listening?”

It’s the cry of the faithful worn thin. I've prayed that question
myself. 've opened my Bible in desperation, placed my hand on
the promises, and whispered, “Lord, You said You work all things
for good. You said You don’t lie. You said You would be near. Why
does it feel like You're so far away?”

And yet even in that place—the weary place, the waiting place—
He meets us.

Prayer isn't always about answers. Sometimes, it's about anchoring.

Word Poured Out

“God is not a man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should
change his mind. Has be said, and will he not do ir?” (Numbers 23:19).

When we pray, were not trying to convince a reluctant god.
We're communing with a faithful Father who never breaks His
word. He isn’t fickle. He isn’t forgetful. His timing isn’t our own,
but His truth is unshakable: And we know that in all things God
works for the good of those who love Him (Romans 8:28). Even in
delay. Even in disappointment. Even when the answer is no.

Jesus Himself told a story of a persistent widow—a woman who
kept coming before an unjust judge until he relented just to silence

her persistence. And then Jesus said, “Will not God bring abour
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Justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and night? Will he
keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and
quickly” (Luke 18:6-8).

That widow wasnt praying to a good judge—and yet she
received justice because she refused to stop. You arent coming
before a corrupt judge. Youre crying out to the God who sees, the
God who hears, the God who loves. You are His. And He invites
you to keep coming.

Faith Stands Out

True faith doesnt just believe God can answer—it keeps praying
when He hasn’t. Faith isn’t passive. It’s persistent. Faith waits—not
with crossed arms but with bent knees. Faith doesn’t demand, but
it does press in. Faith remembers that silence isn’t absence, and
waiting isn't rejection.

Jesus told the story of the persistent widow to teach us one
thing: that [we] should always pray and not give up (Luke 18:1).
Prayer isn't just a lifeline in crisis. It’s the steady rhythm of a life
anchored in Christ.

Step Out

Has your faith grown quiet? Have you stopped praying for that
prodigal, that healing, that breakthrough? Has the wait made your
heart weary? Return to the throne of grace today.

Pray again. Even if the words are short. Even if the tears come
first. Even if you don’t feel heard—pray anyway. Why? Because
your Father isn't like the unjust judge. He’s attentive. He’s
compassionate. He’s faithful. And He’s still working all things for
good—even in the silence.

Never stop praying. Never stop hoping. Never stop coming
before your God. In time, you'll look back and thank Him—not
only for the prayers He answered but also for the ones He didn'.
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Never Stop Praying

Because in every delay, He was working something deeper. And in
every moment—you were never unheard.

“Lord, hear our prayers. Forgive us when we doubt and remind
us that You are always attentive to our prayers. Amen.”

N9
o/
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PRAYERS FOR THOSE WE
HAVE HURT

Life Lived Out

There’s an ache that lingers long after the moment has passed. The
memory returns in quiet hours—a conversation gone wrong, a
wound we wish we'd never inflicted, a name that still carries the
weight of regret.

P've been there. Maybe you have too.

I remember the sting of realizing I had hurt someone, not just
a little, but deeply. There was no malice in my heart—just careless
words and unhealed places in me that bled into someone else’s life.
And by the time I understood what I'd done, it was too late. Time
and distance had closed the door. Reconciliation, at least in the
flesh, seemed impossible.

So I prayed.

Not only for myself but also for the one I had hurt. I asked the
Lord to enter that place, to soothe what I had shattered. I prayed
healing over what I had broken. I didn't know where that person
was or what their life looked like, but I trusted that God did. And I
knew He could do for them what I never could—He could redeem
what I had ruined.

In that quiet act of intercession, God began to shift something
in me. He showed me that grace isn’t only something we receive
but also something we must pray forward—especially toward those
we've harmed.
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Word Poured Out

The psalmist wrote, He does not deal with us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities. ... As far as the east is from the
west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us (Psalm 103:10,
12 ESV).

This is more than poetic language—it’s a divine promise. Our
God isn’t a scorekeeper. He's a redeemer.

So often we pray for those who have hurt us—and rightly so.
But what about those we've hurt? It may be years behind us. It may
be something we did before we knew Jesus. Or it may be something
more recent—an unresolved conversation, a missed opportunity to
make things right.

Whether or not we can reach that person, we can still reach
heaven on their behalf.

Jesus said, “If you are offering your gift at the altar and there
remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift.
... First be reconciled” (Matthew 5:23-24). Reconciliation matters
to God. But when reconciliation in person is no longer possible,
repentance and prayer remain powerful acts of obedience.

And consider this: While you are praying for someone you hurt,
it’s likely that someone who once wounded you is praying the same
over your name.

That thought shifts things.

Faith Stands Out

Faith doesn’t pretend we've done everything right. It acknowledges
where we've failed—and then runs to the mercy seat. Faith says,
“God, I can’t undo the past, but I trust You to heal what I've
harmed.”

Faith believes that the same grace that covers our sin can also
restore those we've impacted. And perhaps most beautifully, faith
believes that were not the only ones repenting and interceding.
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Somewhere, someone who once hurt you may be lifting your name
before God. Asking for your healing. Pleading for your peace.

What if your wholeness today is the fruit of someone else’s
midnight prayer? What if God, in His mercy, is weaving restoration
across time and space—through prayers welll never hear from
people we may never see again?

The kingdom is bigger than our regrets. God is always working
more than we know.

Step Out

Think of the name you've tried not to remember—the person you
once wounded with words, silence, distance, or anger. Don’t dwell
in guilt. Let the conviction lead you to intercession. Say their name
before God. Ask Him to pour mercy over their wounds. Ask Him
to give them peace, restoration, and joy. Then ask Him to cleanse
your heart from shame. You may never know what comes of that
prayer, but God does. And He honors those who walk in humility
and truth.

Likewise, release those who hurt you. Ask God to bless them.
Thank Him for the possibility that someone who once failed you is
now pleading for your healing. Let forgiveness run both directions.
And rest in the truth of Psalm 103—that God is compassionate,
that He remembers we’re dust, and that His love stretches further
than our failures ever could.

You aren’t disqualified. Neither are they.

So lift the prayer. Release the past. And trust that grace is
working even now.

“Father, forgive us of our sins, known and unknown. Forgive our
past anger and unforgiveness. Lead us in Your path of righteousness
for Your Name’s sake. Amen.”

N9
N/
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QUICK TO GET MAD

Life Lived Out

One swipe on my phone, and there it was—a headline
announcing that an atheist was running for office in Tennessee.
Before I even finished the article, my spirit flared. I was mad. Not
mildly irritated, not casually annoyed. I was righteously, furiously
indignant. How dare he?

The state of our nation feels fragile. With each passing day, it
seems the cultural distance from God widens. Morality slips further
into murky compromise. Laws, policies, and public voices echo
rebellion instead of reverence. And now this?

I didn’t pause to pray. I didn’t ask God what He saw or felt. I did
what many of us do—1I reacted. My fingers flew over the keyboard.
I shared the article with a sharp caption: “We are in a spiritual
battle. Believe—Pray and VOTE!”

And then, as if by divine appointment, I opened my Bible to the
story of Jonah. There I was—sitting under my own vine of outrage,
fuming like Jonah outside Nineveh, more concerned about the
headlines than the hearts involved. Jonah didn’t want Nineveh to
repent. He wanted it to burn. And if I was honest, my anger wasn’t
rooted in justice either—it was rooted in judgment.

Word Poured Out

God isn't intimidated by our anger. But He does call us to surrender
it. Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become
angry, for man’s anger does not produce the righteousness that God
desires (James 1:19-20).
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That stings. Because sometimes we feel justified in our outrage.
The world is broken. The truth is under attack. But the Gospel isn’t
built on rage—it’s built on redemption.

Jonah was called to speak hard truth, but God’s heart was always
for Nineveh’s salvation. “Should I not have concern for the great city
of Ninevah?” God asked (Jonah 4:11). Jonah wanted judgment.
God wanted mercy.

Paul echoes this in his letter to the Corinthians: Since, then, we
know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. ... For Christs
love compels us (2 Corinthians 5:11, 14). Love—not anger—is the
fuel of evangelism. Yes, we're in a spiritual battle. But our enemy isn’t
the candidate on the ballot. It’s not the person waving a different flag.
Our enemy is spiritual darkness (Ephesians 6:12), and the weapons
of our warfare aren't human emotion but divine truth.

Jesus modeled this for us. When He looked at Jerusalem—the
city that would betray, reject, and crucify Him—He didn’t rage. He
wept. “Jerusalem ... how often I have longed to gather your children
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were not
willing” (Matthew 23:37).

Compassion, not condemnation, marked His mission.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that is mature learns to pause before posting. It recognizes the
impulse to react and chooses instead to respond in the Spirit. Faith
doesn’t silence truth—but it speaks it in love.

In an age where offense travels faster than wisdom, faith listens
for the whisper of the Holy Spirit. It asks, “What is my motive
here? Am I representing Christ, or just venting my frustration?”
Faith believes that God can still reach those who seem furthest from
Him. Faith prays not only for righteousness in government but
also for the salvation of those we disagree with. Faith believes that
redemption is possible—Dbecause we ourselves have been redeemed.

And faith humbly admits when we’ve spoken too quickly. I went
back to that post. I rewrote it—not to backpedal but to realign.
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Quick to Get Mad

Believe. Pray. Pray that God sends someone to speak truth to this
candidate. Pray that this person comes to know God’s love—not
just for His people, but for that individual too.

That’s where real strength lies.

Step Out

Who arouses your anger? What headlines provoke your outrage?

Let the Spirit temper your tongue. Ask Him to help you speak—
and post—with purpose not pride. And begin to pray for those
who frustrate you most. Pray for their eyes to be opened, for their
hearts to soften, for their names to be written in the Book of Life
(Revelation 21:27).

Jesus didnt die for the righteous. None of us are righteous. He
died for the angry. The lost. The rebellious. The mistaken. The atheist
running for office—and the Christian scrolling on their phone. So
pray, not from a place of superiority but from a posture of hope.

And the next time you feel that familiar flare of anger, remember
Jonah. Remember Nineveh. And remember the God who still
relents from sending calamity when people turn their hearts
toward Him. Let your life—not just your opinions—be the loudest
declaration of what it means to live for Jesus.

“Lord, search my heart. Reveal in me where zeal has overtaken
compassion, where truth has been severed from grace. May I always
represent a forgiving heart. Amen.”

NI
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REMAINING FAITHFUL IN
DIFFICULT TIMES

Life Lived Out

I walked into that place knowing I wasnt welcome.

Tension had been growing for weeks. Whispers in corners. Eyes
that shifted when I entered the room. And as I stepped through
the door again, I could feel the chill in the air—not from the
temperature, but from the people.

Hostility isn’t always loud. Sometimes it’s a silence that hums
with judgment. And yet that morning, before my feet even hit the
floor, I had opened a devotional by Dr. Joe Stowell. God, in His
perfect timing, had placed words in front of me that I didn’t know
I needed—words that reminded me of who I am and Whose I am.

Stowell wrote of the contrast between the world’s way and
God’s way. Of how followers of Jesus are called to reflect something
different. Something undeniable. We aren’t here to blend in—we're
here to bear witness to a better kingdom.

That morning, I realized I wasn't walking into that room to
defend myself or prove my worth. I was walking in as an ambassador
of Christ. I had been sent. Not by a boss. Not by duty. But by the
One who promised to go with me.

And redefines what follows.

Word Poured Out

Moses knew what it meant to walk into hostile spaces. After He had
stood toe-to-toe with Pharaoh, he then led a people who grumbled
against him. Yet in Exodus 33:15-16, Moses makes a request—not
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for more power, more support, or more strategy—but for presence:
“If your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. ...
Whart else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people
on the face of the earth?”

Moses understood that the only true mark of distinction for
God’s people is God Himself. It’s not our charisma, our theology,
our accomplishments, or our goodness. It's His abiding presence
that sets us apart.

And when His presence goes with us, it shows up in how we
respond. The world says, “Prove your point.” Jesus says to turn
the other cheek (Matthew 5:39). The world says, “Fight fire with
fire.” Jesus says, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you” (Matthew 5:44). The world says, “Cancel them.” Jesus says to
forgive “Seventy-seven times” (Matthew 18:22).

Why? Because we are ... Christs ambassadors, as though God were
making his appeal through us (2 Corinthians 5:20). We carry not
only a message but also a mandate—to live differently. To love in
ways the world can't explain. To forgive when it makes no sense.
To offer mercy that feels undeserved—because we ourselves have
received mercy beyond measure.

Faith Stands Out

Faith isnt proven when everyone treats us well. It’s proven when
they dont—and we still respond with grace. The room I walked
into that day didn’t change. But I did. Not by my own strength but
by surrender. I had to lay down my right to be offended. I had to
remember the grace that saved me. I had to ask the Lord to love
those people through me—not around them, not in spite of them,
but directly through the interactions I wanted to avoid.

Faith believes that God’s presence isnt confined to Sunday
mornings or mountaintop moments. Faith believes that He walks
with us into the hard places. The awkward rooms. The offices
charged with tension. And faith allows Him to use us there.
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Remaining Faithful in Difficult Times

David writes in Psalm 138:7, Though I walk in the midst of
trouble, you preserve my life; you stretch out your hand against the
anger of my foes; with your right hand you save me. God doesnt
always remove the trouble—but He always walks through it with
us. And when we carry His peace into places filled with strife, we
become a signpost that points to something greater—Jesus.

Step Out

Ask yourself: “Where is God sending me where I don’t feel wanted?”
It may be a workplace, a strained family situation, or even a church
community that’s been hard to navigate.

Before you go, stop and ask for His presence. Dont move
forward without it. Like Moses, make that your first and most
urgent request: “Lord, if Youre not going with me, 'm not going.”

Then walk in. Not with pride or defensiveness but with the
quiet confidence of someone who knows they've been sent. Let
your kindness contradict the hostility. Let your patience speak
louder than their pettiness. Let your love become a question in
their hearts: “How is it that you continue to love, forgive, and care
for me?”

And when they ask—Dbecause sooner or later, someone will—
you can smile gently and say, “Because I've been forgiven, loved,
and sent.” That is what distinguishes us. That is the difference Jesus
makes.

“Lord, thank You for trusting me and sending me into tough
places. I pray that You are proud of the way I love those who don’t
love me and forgive those who don’t forgive me. I desire that You

call me Your friend. Amen.”

N9
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LESSONS OF THE SPIRIT

Life Lived Out

The verdict? Guilty. I stand accused.

It was supposed to be a peaceful gathering—a Bible devotion
among friends, held at a local garden nursery. We were even told to
bring a pot of our own and were given permission to shop the sale.
A perfect day for someone who loves flowers.

I arrived early and, in a flurry of excitement, began gathering
plants. Succulents. Day lilies. Creeping Jenny—my favorite. I
snatched up every healthy one I could find. The joy of the hunt
took over.

Then the devotion began. I realized, too late, the reason we were
gathering plants—each flower was to symbolize something God
was growing in us. As others had walked thoughtfully through
the nursery, I was concentrating on how many varieties of plants
I could quickly gather for my garden—before anybody else. I had
not given the reason for the devotion a second thought.

Guilt began to grow like weeds in my spirit. I hadn’t listened
to the whisper of restraint. I'd gathered first, fastest, and most—
thinking only of myself. That night I sat in prayer, convicted.
“Lord, I failed. What can I do now?”

And in my spirit, | heard Him gently reply, “Learn the lesson.
Pay attention to My Spirit.”

Word Poured Out
So the last will be first, and the first will be last (Matthew 20:16). It’s

not just a reversal—it’s a realignment of the heart. In the kingdom
of God, humility outranks hustle. Those who push to the front in
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pride will be sent to the back in grace. Jesus also warned, “Wazch
out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in
the abundance of possessions” (Luke 12:15).

Greed doesn’t always look like money. It can show up in subtle
ways: hoarding time, clinging to credit, rushing ahead to take
before others have a chance. It’s about the posture of our heart—
are we led by love or by self-preservation? And yet God doesn’t
shame us when we miss it. He convicts us. And His Spirit gently
nudges us toward change.

If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit
(Galatians 5:25 ESV). That means tuning in to that quiet check
inside. That moment when something doesn’t sit right. When we
know we've taken too much, said too little, or pushed ahead before
we were called forward.

‘The Holy Spirit isn't there to accuse us. He’s there to transform us.

Faith Stands Out

Faith isn’t proven by how many Bible studies we attend. It shows
in how we respond to conviction. Do we double down in pride—
or do we listen to the nudge? Do we defend our actions—or ask
God to search us? Do we push forward—or learn to wait, letting
others go first?

God isn't looking for flawless performance. He’s looking for
willing hearts—those who are quick to repent, eager to grow, and
ready to let the Spirit lead. Even in a garden center.

Step Out

Listen for the voice of the Spirit today. Ask Him, “Is there an area
where I've rushed ahead of others—or ahead of God? Is there a
Creeping Jenny I need to let go of?” Let Him speak to your heart
and don’t brush past the moment. Sit with it. Learn from it.
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Lessons of the Spirit

“Lord, teach me to take the humble road. Help me to wait
my turn and let someone else go first. Move me to share what
Pve gathered. Let Your lesson blossom into love and help me
understand. Your Spirit’s work in me isnt about what I know but
who I am to become. Amen.”
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POWER AT YOUR
FINGERTIPS

Life Lived Out

We often walk through life believing we're weak—defined by our
struggles, marked by our failures, helpless in the face of addiction,
grief, anxiety, or sin. But Jesus never sent us out as victims. He
commissioned us with power.

There have been moments when I felt powerless—facing battles
I didn’t choose, responsibilities I didn’t want, and circumstances I
couldn’t change. I knelt and prayed, not with confidence but with
desperation. That's when God reminded me, “You're not alone.
You're not without help. You're not without authority.”

Jesus didnt give us a motivational speech. He gave us all
authority—His own—when He said: A/ authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go.” (Matthew 28:18-19).
The assignment is global, but the power is personal.

Word Poured Out

Jesus’s words in Matthew 28 are more than a farewell—they’re a
declaration of spiritual inheritance. When He says, Al authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me,” He’s not just speaking
of heavenly rule—He’s declaring that everything Satan has tried to
dominate, twist, or destroy now falls under His command.

And then—shockingly—He turns that authority over to us:
“Therefore go.” We don’t go in our own strength. We go under His
seal. That means when you speak truth in love, heaven backs your
words, and when you lay hands on the broken and pray, power
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flows. When you resist the enemy, he must flee—not because
of your volume but because of your authority (James 4:7). Paul
reminds us of this same truth in 2 Corinthians 10:4: 7he weapons
we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they
have divine power to demolish strongholds.

What are your strongholds? Addiction? Shame? Insecurity? A
broken relationship? A painful past? They are no match for divine
power. That power isn’t hidden in a temple or locked in a vault—
it’s at your fingertips.

How? Through prayer. Through worship. Through the Word.
Through faith. You don’t need a title to access it. You need trust.
You don’t need a platform. You need obedience. You don’t need
perfection. You need surrender. As Philippians 4:13 declares, 7 can
do all things through him who strengthens me (ESV).

That’s not motivational fluff. I’s spiritual reality.

Faith Stands Out

Faith doesn’t ignore problems—it sees them in light of God’s power.
Faith says, “This looks impossible, but my God isn’t limited.” Faith
says, “This stronghold is real, but so is my spiritual weapon.” Faith
says, “This addiction is fierce, but Christ in me is stronger.”

We dont wage war as the world does. We dont fight with
manipulation, bitterness, or fear. We fight with worship. With
truth. With forgiveness. With the Spirit. And our weapons aren’t
symbolic—they’re supernatural.

Jesus didn’t just conquer sin—He gave us access to His
victory. That means freedom is possible. Restoration is available.
Change is within reach. Not because you try harder, but because
you trust deeper.
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Power at Your Fingertips

Step Out

What are you facing right now that feels too big? Name it. Then say
aloud, “In Jesus’s name, 'm not powerless. His Spirit lives in me.
His authority has been given to me. And I choose to walk in that
power today. Amen.”

Begin to pray with boldness. Lay hands on what is broken—
your heart, your household, your habits. Speak life over dead
places. Declare truth over the lies. Praise even when it hurts.
Because the same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead lives in you
(Romans 8:11). Because your prayers aren’t empty—they shake the
unseen realm. Because your obedience unlocks breakthrough for
generations to come.

So don’t wait to feel strong. Use the power you already have. It’s
not miles away. It’s not hidden from you. It’s already in your hands.
There is power at your fingertips.
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PREPARING FOR
ETERNAL LIFE

Life Lived Out

Every year as Christmas approaches, the signs are impossible to
miss. Parking lots overflow. Trees ride atop cars. Checkout lines
stretch down aisles. Store shelves empty as if the world is bracing
for something cataclysmic. People hurry, driven by urgency. Get
the list. Wrap the gifts. Make it count.

But all the frantic motion begs a deeper question. What if
we prepared for Jesus’s return with the same energy we bring to
Christmas? What if our lives were shaped not by a countdown to
December 25 but by the expectation of eternity? Imagine if worship
took precedence over wrapping. If we scrambled for moments in
prayer like we do for sales in stores. If our to-do lists included
encouraging the weary, sharing the gospel, and storing up treasures
not in retail carts but in heaven.

Jesus is coming—as surely as Christmas comes every year. But
unlike Christmas, His return has no predictable date, no flashing
reminder on our calendars, no warning horn. And when He comes,
it won’t be with a whisper but with glory. There won’t be time to get
ready then. That time is now.

Word Poured Out

Jesus once turned to the crowd and said, “When it is evening, you
say, It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.” And in the morning, It
will be stormy today, for the sky is red and threatening.” You know how
to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs
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of the times” (Matthew 16:2-3 ESV). His words cut straight to the
human tendency to see everything except what matters most. The
crowds were experts at reading the sky but blind to the spiritual
forecast. Jesus was among them—performing signs, fulfilling
prophecy, speaking truth—and yet they missed it.

The signs are still flashing today: wars, famines, moral collapse,
lawlessness, the spread of the gospel to all nations. Every one of
them echoes Matthew 24. Yet we scroll, shop, and sleep.

Jesus warned that His return would come like lightning across
the sky—instantaneous, global, and unmistakable. As the lightming
comes from the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man (Matthew 24:27 ESV).

The question isn’t if He will come—but whether we’ll be ready.
Readiness isn't about having perfect theology or checking religious
boxes. It’s about relationship. As John wrote, Whoever believes in the
Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, bur
the wrath of God remains on him (John 3:36 ESV).

To believe is to follow. To follow is to obey. And to obey is to
live with eternity in view.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that prepares for eternity does not blend in with the culture.
It does not ignore the signs or numb itself with distractions. It lives
alert. Faith keeps oil in the lamp, like the wise virgins waiting for
the bridegroom in Matthew 25. It doesn’t assume there’ll be time
to scramble later. It walks in daily surrender, knowing that any
moment might be the moment.

This kind of faith isn’t fear-driven—it’s love-fueled. It doesn’t
panic over the end but rejoices in the coming of the King. Faith
understands that the return of Jesus isn’t a threat but a rescue. Not
the end of something precious but the beginning of something
eternal. And in Advent season, when the world celebrates His first
coming, faith remembers He is coming again.
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Preparing for Eternal Life

Step Out

What are you preparing for right now? Is it the next event, the next
holiday, the next goal? Or is it eternity?

Ask the Holy Spirit to convict, correct, and cleanse you. Let
worship ring louder than carols. Let your hope rise not from lights
and music but from the sure return of your Savior.

And if youre unsure where you stand—don’t wait. Bow your
heart. Confess your sin. Call on the name of Jesus and receive the gift
that no store can offer: forgiveness, righteousness, and eternal life.

Jesus came once as a baby. He’s coming again as King. And this
time, He won't slip in quietly. Heaven will split. Every eye will see.
And only those prepared will rejoice.

So get ready. Not with anxiety but with joy. Not with pressure
but with praise. Eternity is nearer than you think.

“Lord, let Christmas be more than tradition in my life. Let it be
a holy interruption. As I wrap gifts and plan meals, let my soul also
be wrapped in readiness. Help me to carve out time for Scripture—
daily, intentionally—and speak words of encouragement as if
they’re assignments from heaven. Amen.”
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PRODIGAL CHILD

Life Lived Out

Some grief is quiet. It doesn’t come with funerals or casseroles.
It comes in silence. Missed phone calls. Empty chairs at the
table. Sleepless nights filled with worry. The grief of watching a
child—your child—walk away from everything you taught them,
everything you prayed over them, everything you believed they
would become.

You grieve not a death, but a distance.

The ache is so deep it can’t always be put into words. You wonder,
Where did I go wrong? You replay conversations. You wrestle with
shame. You try to trace the moment they slipped away—into
addiction, depression, rebellion, apathy.

The pain of a prodigal child is a kind of suffering most parents
never expected to face. You know they are still alive, but in your
spirit you feel their absence as though they are lost.

But friend, they’re not too far gone. And neither are you.

Jesus told a story for you. A father had two sons. One left—
angry, entitled, self-absorbed. He demanded his inheritance,
walked away, and squandered everything. But when he hit bottom,
he remembered the father’s house.

That’s where our hope lives.

Word Poured Out

Jesus said in Matthew 6:8, “Your Father knows what you need before
you ask him.” That includes the deepest cries of a mother’s heart.

The sighs too heavy for words. The longings you don't voice out
loud. He knows. And He cares.
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Paul reminds us of God’s faithfulness: 7he one who calls you is
Jaithful, and he will do it (1 Thessalonians 5:24). You aren't carrying
this alone. You were never meant to.

The God who knit your child together in the womb has not
forgotten them. He sees what you can’t. He’s working in places
you can’t reach. Even when your child runs from you, they can’t
outrun Him.

In John 10:14-15, Jesus says, “I am the good shepherd. I know my
sheep and my sheep know me ... and I lay down my life for the sheep.”
This isn't passive knowing. It’s an intimate, active pursuit. Your
child may not be listening to you, but the Shepherd still speaks.
His voice still calls. His grace still seeks.

Isaiah 40:11 offers a picture of God’s tender care: He tends his
flock like a shepherd. He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries
them close to his heart; he gently leads those who have young. You
aren’t alone in your parenting. God is leading you, holding you,
and carrying your child.

Faith Stands Out

Faith doesn’t always come with certainty. Sometimes it’s clinging to
the hem of Jesus’s robe, whispering, “Lord, help me believe.”

But faith says, “Even if I can’t see the road, I trust that God is
walking it with my child.” Faith says, “Even if they don't listen to
me, they can still hear the Shepherd.” Faith says, “Even though I
feel helpless, I will pray—and my prayers will move heaven.”

When the father in Jesus’s parable saw his son coming home,
he didnt hesitate. He ran. That means he was watching. That
means he had never given up. That means every day he stood in
the posture of faith.

You can too.

Don't let shame bury your prayers. Don't let guilt silence your
worship. Don't let fear become your master. You aren’t the Savior.
But you belong to Him. And so does your child.
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Prodigal Child

Step Out

Return to the foot of the cross today. Lay down the weight you've
carried. Confess what you need to but then receive the mercy of
your Father. Release your child into the hands that formed them.
Speak their name in prayer—not with panic but with expectation.

Pray aloud: “Lord, I believe You are still calling my child home.
I believe You see them. I believe Your love is louder than their
rebellion. I believe Your grace reaches deeper than their shame.
Amen.” Pray for their protection. For divine appointments. For a
moment when the noise fades and the Spirit gets through.

As you wait, live with hope. Return to your first love—]Jesus
Christ. Let His light shine through your life. Let your child see the
steady love of the Father in you. Let them remember the warmth of
home, even if they stay away a little longer. No more what-ifs. No
more “I should have.” You did your best with what you knew. And
now, grace picks up where human effort leaves off.

You aren’t forgotten. You are chosen, needed, and still wanted in
the kingdom of God. So is your child. Hold fast, beloved parent.
The Shepherd knows His sheep. And He never stops calling.
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DOING OUR PART

Life Lived Out

“Faith without works is dead.” I've heard that Scripture quoted
all my life, but I didn't really grasp its weight until I found myself
crying out to God, asking, “Why aren’t You doing something?”

His answer came quietly: “Why aren’t you?”

That stopped me. I'd been waiting for God to show up in power,
to fix what was broken, to rescue the hurting. But all the while, He
was waiting on me to move. To act. To obey. Faith isnt just about
waiting—it’s about walking.

Word Poured Out

James 2:17 says, Faith by isself, if it does not have works, is dead
(ESV). This doesnt mean we earn salvation through effort. It
means living faith always produces fruit.

When Nehemiah heard about the ruined walls of Jerusalem,
he didn’t just pray. He fasted, wept, and then asked the king for
permission to go rebuild (Nehemiah 2:4-5). He knew the burden
wasn't given to crush him but to compel him.

We can’t do God’s part—but He won’t do ours either. He gives
us strength, guidance, and resources, but He won't force our feet to
move. Ephesians 2:10 reminds us that we're created in Christ Jesus
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk
in them (ESV).
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Faith Stands Out

True faith rolls up its sleeves. It doesn't just cry over injustice—it
steps into it. It doesn’t just talk about love—it shows it. It doesn’t
just hope for change—it becomes the change.

Sometimes the answer to our own prayer is us. Not in our
strength but in obedience. God is looking for willing hearts to
carry out His purposes on earth.

Step Out

“Lord, forgive me for the times I've sat still when You asked me to
move. | want my faith to be alive—active, obedient, and fruitful.
Show me the works You've prepared for me today and give me the
courage to walk them out. Amen.”
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BRINGING HEAVEN TO
EARTH

Life Lived Out

We often judge our lives by distance—fifteen minutes to the grocery
store, thirty miles to the nearest doctor. Everything feels far away.
But one day I heard Jonathan Cahn say, “Heaven is but a breath
away.” That line stopped me. When we take our final breath, we’ll
be with the Lord. No delays. No travel. No waiting on coordinates.
Just Jesus.

But until then, we're not stuck here waiting. We're called to live
in the reality of that closeness. What if we treated every moment
as a thin place between heaven and earth? What if we believed that
the kingdom of God isn't far off but already breaking in around us?

Word Poured Out

Jesus told the Pharisees, “The kingdom of God is not coming in ways
that can be observed ... for behold, the kingdom of God is in the
midst of you” (Luke 17:20-21). That wasn’t poetic language—it was
literal. The King had come. Heaven had drawn near.

And when Jesus taught His disciples to pray, He said, “Your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven”
(Matthew 6:10). Not someday—but now. When we repent and
receive Christ, His Spirit takes up residence in us. Acts 3:19 tells
us that when we turn to God, He wipes away our sins and brings
times of refreshing. Those “refreshing” moments are glimpses of
heaven—grace, peace, justice, joy.
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We dont have to wait for eternity to experience heaven’s
power. As we walk in obedience, forgive as we've been forgiven,
love without condition, and speak truth with compassion, we’re
carrying heaven into every corner of earth.

Faith Stands Out

The Beatitudes say that the poor in spirit inherit the kingdom
of heaven (Matthew 5:2). That means our brokenness, not our
credentials, becomes the entry point. When we admit our need,
surrender our pride, and lay down our rights—heaven moves.

And it shows up in surprising ways: a mother forgiving a
murderer. A church feeding the hungry without demanding
anything in return. A businessman turning down a deal that
compromises integrity. These acts don't only reflect God—they
reveal Him. You don’t need wings or a pulpit to bring heaven to
earth. You offer a surrendered heart, ready hands, and a love that
refuses to quit.

Step Out

“Lord, help me bring heaven to earth—not just in words, but in
action. Let my forgiveness mirror Yours. Let my love carry the
fragrance of Christ. Let my humility make room for glory. Show
me how to live today as a citizen of Your kingdom—Dbecause You
live in me. Amen.”
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FELLOWSHIP OF THE
CHURCH

Life Lived Out

There’s nothing quite like the beauty of believers gathering
together—not out of duty but out of desire. I've experienced it
in small living rooms, big sanctuaries, around kitchen tables, and
under open skies. When the church truly comes together—sharing
burdens, lifting prayers, worshiping with one voice—it reminds us:
we were never meant to do life alone.

But fellowship is more than potlucks and friendly greetings. It’s
the intentional linking of lives. It’s standing in the gap for each
other. Rejoicing. Weeping. Serving. Forgiving. Encouraging. It’s
the family of God, living like one.

Word Poured Out

Acts 2:42 says the early believers devoted themselves to the apostles
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
The church was born in community. And it grew—not through
programs, but through presence.

Hebrews 10:24-25 urges us, Let us consider how to stir up one
another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together ... but
encouraging one another (ESV).

Real fellowship isn’t about showing up once a week. It’s about
showing up for one another—regularly, sacrificially, joyfully. Thats
where strength is found. That’s where growth happens.
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Faith Stands Out

The world notices when believers truly love one another. Jesus said,
“By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another” (John 13:35). Faith that stands alone can falter. But faith
strengthened in fellowship becomes resilient. When we walk with
others who carry the same hope, speak the same truth, and worship
the same Savior, our flame grows brighter. In a culture of isolation,
fellowship becomes a radical act of unity.

Step Out

“Father, thank You for the gift of the church. Help me not just to
attend—but to engage. Not just to sit—but to serve. Let me be
part of a fellowship that reflects the love of Christ and strengthens
the faith of all who gather. Teach me to give and receive in the
family You've placed me in. Amen.”
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HEART WORK

Life Lived Out

We spend so much time working on the outside—our homes, our
schedules, our appearance, our reputation. But the most important
work is the quiet work no one sees: the work God does in our hearts.

In some seasons I've wanted God to fix everything around me,
but He gently pointed inward. “Let’s start here,” He seemed to say.
Because if our hearts aren’t right, nothing else will ever fully satisfy.

Heart work isn’t quick. Its sacred. And its where real
transformation begins.

Word Poured Out

Proverbs 4:23 urges us, Above all else, guard your heart, for everything
you do flows from it. That’s because the condition of our heart shapes
our words, choices, relationships—even our prayers.

Psalm 139:23-24 gives us a model prayer for this work: Search
me, O God, and know my heart ... see if there is any offensive way
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting. God doesn’t reveal what’s
broken to shame us. He reveals it to heal us. The Holy Spirit
convicts—not to condemn but to cleanse—and then rebuild us
in truth.

Faith Stands Out

Faith says, “Go ahead, Lord—do the work in me.” Even when it
hurts. Even when it stretches us. Even when it means letting go of
pride, fear, or unforgiveness. Heart work produces fruit that lasts.
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It changes how we respond in pressure, how we love when it’s hard,
how we trust when nothing makes sense. It’s slow work—but it’s

holy work.

Step Out

“Father, search my heart. Show me what needs healing, cleansing,
and surrender. I don’t want to look faithful only on the outside—I
want to be changed on the inside too. Do Your deep work in me
and shape me to reflect more of You. Amen.”
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A DRY PLACE

Life Lived Out

I love the Lord and live to serve Him, but sometimes I get dry. The
battles of everyday life leave me feeling empty. It’s like wandering
through a desert—and I know I'm not alone in this.

Even in the fight of faith, it’s easy to feel dry. The world is so
negative; it can start to feel lonely. Sometimes you want to sit in
that pit and dwell—but don't. Jesus offers something better.

Word Poured Out

Even the most faithful get weary. Life drains us—conflict,
disappointment, the grind of day-to-day burdens. We find
ourselves going through the motions, still showing up but feeling
hollow. These dry spells don’t mean we've failed God. They mean
we’re human.

But spiritual dryness is also a battleground. When we are feeling
parched, we're vulnerable—more likely to believe lies, to retreat, to
numb out. That’s why we can't afford to stay dry. Jesus offers living
water, not once but again and again. His Spirit refreshes. His Word
restores. His presence fills the dry places.

Faith isnt about always feeling full. It’s about coming back to
the source, especially when we feel like we've got nothing left.
We're called to build ourselves up—not through striving but by
returning to the One who never runs dry. In Matthew 12:43-45,
Jesus says, “When an evil spirit comes out of a person, it goes through
arid places secking rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘[ will return
to the house I left.” When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept
clean and put in order. Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits

113

Review proof only - not for circulation



In Search of a Thin Place

more wicked than isself, and they go in and live there. And the final
condition of that person is worse than the first. That is how it will be
with this wicked generation.”

We need to continually go back to the source—Jesus—and

be filled.

Faith Stands Out

Dryness happens. But we don't have to stay there. Jesus promised,
“Whoever drinks of the water I will give him will never be thirsty
again. ... A spring of water welling up ro eternal life” (John 4:14).
The enemy looks for empty houses—hearts swept clean but left
unfilled. So fill yours with truth. Get into the Word. Quote it. Pray
it. Memorize it. Post it on your fridge, your mirror, your dashboard.
Even when the world feels like a desert, you can overflow with life.

Step Out

Feeling dry? Don' sit in the pit. Rise up. Stand in the joy and
promises of our Savior.

Get into God’s Word. Speak it. Pray it. Keep yourself in God’s
love as you wait on His mercy. And remember—the prayers of a
righteous person are powerful and effective (James 5:16).

“Lord, let me be filled with the living water of Jesus so there will
be no room left for dryness or despair. Amen.”
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A LIGHT IN THE DARK

Life Lived Out

One night the dog got me up at 12:30 a.m. Pitch black—no moon,
no stars—only thick cloud cover and country silence. Normally, I
wouldn’t be able to see my hand in front of my face. But when
I stepped outside, I could see clearly. Not shadowy shapes—
everything. My Doberman was racing through the field, circling
the house, and I could watch his every move.

Light—but where was the source? No flashlight. No blinking
collar. No moonlight. Still, there was light.

I've told this story many times, and I'll keep telling it. Because
that night became more than a strange moment under cloud cover.
It turned into a picture of something truer and deeper—something
I'd read about but could almost feel that night.

Word Poured Out

Sometimes light appears when we least expect it. And sometimes we
don’t realize how much we need it until we're standing in the dark.
Scripture tells us that darkness isnt dark to God. As David writes in
Psalm 139:12, Even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will
shine like the day for darkness is as light to you. Where we see confusion,
He sees clarity. Where we stumble, He walks with purpose. The night
doesn't hide us from Him— His light shines just the same.

If God is light, then His presence isn’t limited to sunny days
and perfect plans. He shows up in the midnight hours, in clouded
moments, in the places we feel blind and lost. We may not always
understand how He lights the way, but if we know Him, we’ll start
to see what otherwise is invisible.
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But if we say we know Him and never think to seek His
direction, never pause to ask for His presence—we’re stumbling
without the light source. We're running in the dark. Jesus doesnt
just give light—He is light. In John 8:12, He told the crowd, “7 am
the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness,
bur will have the light of life.” And the more we follow Him, the less
we'll live in shadows.

Even when life feels covered in clouds, His light still breaks through.

Faith Stands Out

This season—this very day—we can stop pretending we have life
all figured out. We can admit our need for direction and seek the
One who knows the way. If we want to follow Him, we first have
to know Him. And to know Him better, we spend time with those
who seek Him, learn from His Word, and trust His heart.

God doesnt ask for perfection. He looks for persistence. He
delights in loyal apprentices who won't give up when the night gets
long. And when we ask, He answers—with light, clarity, and peace.

Step Out

Even on dark nights, under heavy clouds, His light is real—and it’s
enough. He knows exactly where you are. And just like I could see
my dog running wild in the dark, God sees you. You're never out
of His reach.

“Lord, let today be the day You illuminate my next step! Help
me stop straining to see and simply stand still long enough for Your
presence to break through! Amen.”

May His light shine in you and through you—now and always.

N9

+ + *
N/
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WHAT REALLY
MATTERS IN LIFE

Life Lived Out

“Don't give those kids any oranges. You'll just be wasting them.”
Funny, how words from your childhood remain with you. Those
were the words of my grandfather, whom I faintly remember as
being distant, almost reclusive.

Why didn’t he think we grandkids were worthy of an orange?
I'll give him grace, though, because he lived through the Great
Depression, when an orange was a rare treat. The fruit was precious
to him, and he believed it needed to be shared prudently.

Decades later, though, I wonder: What did we mean to him?
What really mattered in his life?

Word Poured Out

As I was ready to cast the first stone—mentally, of course—at
my grandfather, God reminded me of how often I've twisted my
priorities into a messy mass of inconsistencies. I have an old house
where I love to host retreats and workshops for my Christian sisters.
But I fret over those sessions—is my house clean enough, cool
enough, warm enough, comfortable enough? Does the furniture
look okay? Do I use china or paper plates?

One day I was concerned about the knickknacks displayed
around the house. Should I move them? What if they get broken?
They are so valuable to me.
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Then God spoke profoundly and directly to me: “The only
thing valuable in this house are the souls that enter through the
front door.”

Matthew 6:19-21 says, Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and
steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and
rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For
where your treasure is there your heart will be also.

When company comes, do you worry more about the
preparations than the people who come? In the Bible, Martha had
that problem, and Jesus said to her, “Martha, Martha ... you are
worried and upser about many things, but few things are needed—or
indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be
taken away from her” (Luke 10:41-42).

Mary focused on what was truly important—sitting at the feet
of Jesus secking His wisdom and knowledge.

Faith Stands Out

Faith focuses on the eternal, not the temporal. Faith values people
over possessions. Faith is willing to leave dirty dishes in the sink or
unwashed laundry in the hamper if someone needs help or if it’s
time to sit at Jesus’s feet and learn.

Step Out

“Lord, reveal to me the status of my heart! As I sit at Your feet, I
surrender to Your determination of my true values. Instruct me in
any priorities I need to change. Amen.”

NI

+ + *
N/
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DIVINE PROTECTION IN
PERILOUS TIMES

Life Lived Out

Another terrible attack on faith and religion with a shooting at a
Michigan church. At the time of this writing, two parishioners had
been killed and multiple others injured. The shooter drove his vehicle
into the church, began shooting, then set the church on fire.

An article was posted on social media, and many people
commented, sending their prayers to the church congregation and
the families of the injured and deceased. One person’s comment
broke my heart: “So Jesus didn’t protect His people.”

Word Poured Out

That person, and perhaps many others, didnt understand that
Jesus did indeed protect His people. They were protected as angels
guided them through the gates of heaven. As Christians, we don’t
live for this world; we live for the world to come.

The shedding of the blood of Jesus secures our place in eternity,
where we will live with Him forever. Jesus said, “Blessed are those
who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven (Matthew 5:10 NKJV).”

The Bible warns us that persecution will come. Second Timothy
3:12 says, In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus
will be persecuted. But Jesus said, “Do not be afraid of those who kill
the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can
destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?
Yet not one of them will fall to the ground ousside your Father care. And

119

Review proof only - not for circulation



In Search of a Thin Place

even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don’t be afraid. You
are worth more than many sparrows” (Matthew 10:28-31).

God knows. God cares. God is watching over you every minute
of every day.

Faith Stands Out

When I watch these terrible events on television or read about
them on social media, I know the end times are getting close. You
or I could be the next victims of persecution. But faith stands tall.
Faith holds on to the promise that God has numbered the hairs on
our head and the days of our lives. Faith says, “I will not be afraid,
for God is with me every moment in every circumstance.”

Step Out

Has news of another shooting or hate crime rattled you? Today is
the day for you to grab hold of God’s presence and peace. Are you
ready to meet Jesus? Have you accepted Him as your Lord and
Savior? Knowing you belong to Jesus is the protection you need
most. And if it’s time for you to go to heaven, you will indeed be
protected right into His arms.

“Thank You, Lord, for staying close to us in times of tragedy and
despair. Remind us that we belong to You and that we will indeed
be protected by the promise of Your Word. Amen.”

NI

+ + *
N/
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THE CHARACTER OF GOD

Life Lived Out

You may be facing some really tough problems in your life, like many
other Christians are. Perhaps, like me, you sometimes ask, “Why,
Lord?” To lose a job and the security of knowing you can pay your
bills can keep you awake at night. The loss of a spouse, parent, or
child has to be one of the most agonizing trials anyone faces.

For me, the issue is my health. There’s so much I want to do,
yet I'm forced to take life in slow strides, continually mindful of
my health and constantly asking God to give me the strength to do
what He has called me to do.

Word Poured Out

When we don’t know the whys of our circumstances and the answers
don’t come, there is one thing we can count on—the character of
God. We stand on His promise that He loves us and only wants
the best for us. God has a greater plan for us and promises to work
for our good when we love and live to serve Him (Romans 8:28).

Set aside some time to read about the life of Joseph in Genesis
37: 39-50. His brothers hated him and sold him into slavery. In
Egypt, his master’s wife falsely accused him of sexually assaulting
her, and Joseph ended up in prison. Had God abandoned him? No.
Genesis 39:23 says, The Lord was with Joseph and gave him success
in everything he did.

As a slave? Yes. As a prisoner? Yes. Through all Joseph’s terrible
ordeals, God was with him, and he never lost faith in God. In the
end, God gave him great power so Joseph’s family and all of Egypt
could survive a seven-year famine. And God’s purpose behind all
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that inexplicable suffering? Joseph told those brothers who sold
him into slavery: “You intended to harm me, bur God intended it for
good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives”
(Genesis 50:20).

Think about that phrase: God intended it for good. Do you
trust God enough to believe that He is going to accomplish good
through whatever you're facing too?

Faith Stands Out

Faith stands firm on the character of God. God loves us. God is
faithful. According to Liveatthewell.org, Rev. Andrew Murray was
also in some sort of terrible situation when he wrote these words:

First: He brought me here; it is by His will I am in this strait
place—in that fact I will rest. Next, He will keep me here in His
love and give me grace to behave as His child. Then, He will
make the trial a blessing, teaching me the lessons He intends
me to learn and working in me the grace He means to bestow.
Last, in His good time, He can bring me out—how and when
He knows.

Step Out

Whether you see it or feel it, God is working in your life. What was
true for Joseph and for Murray is also true for you.

“Lord, let us never lose hope in You, our Creator. Let us hold
unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful
(Hebrews 10:23). Amen.”

N9
N/
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OUR RELENTLESS BATTLE
WITH SATAN

Life Lived Out

Have you ever noticed that the very moment you begin to draw
near to Jesus, the resistance increases? You plan to attend worship,
and suddenly an interruption derails you. You open your Bible,
and your mind fills with distractions. You step out in faith, and
obstacles multiply.

That isn’t coincidence. It’s spiritual opposition. Luke 9 tells us
of a desperate father who brought his afflicted son to Jesus. Yet,
even as the boy was on his way, the demon threw him down in
convulsions (Luke 9:42). Even while he was coming, the enemy
attacked. That phrase holds the story of our lives: even while we are
coming to Jesus, Satan doesn’t let go easily.

Many of us can name “even while I was coming” moments—
times when we moved toward Christ and suddenly faced sickness,
setbacks, unanswered prayers, or painful disappointments. These
aren’t signs of God’s absence; they’re reminders that the enemy
seeks to destroy those who belong to Christ.

Word Poured Out

Scripture doesn’t hide the reality of our adversary. Satan is relentless,
but his persistence doesn’'t mean he will prevail. Trouble is expected,
but so is victory. Satan seeks to throw us down, but Jesus raises us
up. The thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy, but Jesus has come
that we may have life and have it abundantly (John 10:10).
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Every attempt of the enemy to derail our faith only confirms
that heaven’s purposes are at work. When the battle grows fierce, it
may be evidence that you're pressing into the very place where God
is about to bring breakthrough. The devil rages because his time is
short (Revelation 12:12). But his destiny is sure: And the devil, who
deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the
beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented
day and night forever and ever (Revelation 20:10).

Faith Stands Out

Faith expects resistance but refuses defeat. Faith sees setbacks not
as signs of failure but as marks of battle in a war already won. Faith
keeps coming to Jesus, even while Satan thrashes and convulses in
protest. Faith declares that Christ has overcome the world and that
the lion who roars cannot silence the Lamb who reigns. Faith looks
beyond the moment of attack to the eternal victory that awaits.

Step Out

Think back to an “even while I was coming” moment in your
life—a time when opposition rose just as you drew closer to Christ.
Name it. Write it down. And then declare over it, “Jesus is greater.
Jesus has overcome.”

“Lord, when fresh troubles appear, don’t let them surprise me.
But allow me to expect them as part of the fight. Let them drive
me deeper into prayer. Amen.”

Stay alert, stand firm, and keep moving toward Christ.

NI

+ + *
N/
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THERE ARE NO ORDINARY
PEOPLE

Life Lived Out

Carl Jung wasa Swiss psychiatrist, psychotherapist, and psychologist.
According to Goodreads, he is quoted as saying, “Modern man
doesn’t see God because he doesn’t look low enough.” Jesus was a
carpenter born in a stable. He didnt come as a famous philosopher,
respected Pharisee, or scholarly Sadducee.

Why is it then that so many people spend their lives striving to
be more successful, powerful, educated, or popular? “If only I could
have 10,000 followers on social media!” “If only I could be a movie
star!” “If only I could be a famous author or speaker!” Platforms
like these, they think, would provide the significance they crave.

1«

Word Poured Out
The Bible, however, teaches throughout the Old and New

Testaments that God uses ordinary men and women to perform
incredible service for the kingdom of God. He chose those who
lived in “low” places.

Exodus 2:1-2 says, Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a
Levite woman and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. Who
were these ordinary people? Amram and Jochebed, the parents of
Moses! This couple, slaves in Egypt, were the parents of the baby
who grew into the man anointed and called by God to bring His
people out Egypt.

And what about David? He was the youngest son in a family,
sent out like a servant to care for his father’s sheep. But at age
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sixteen, the prophet Samuel anointed David to become the next
king of Israel—one of its greatest, if not its greatest king. He was
the man after God’s own heart (Acts 13:22) and the poet who
wrote so many of the psalms we love.

In the New Testament, ordinary fishermen were among Jesus’s
disciples. In the book of Acts, Peter and John were speaking and
teaching about Jesus and His resurrection. The priests, the captain
of the temple guard, and the Sadducees seized the two apostles and
threw them in jail. When Peter and John were brought before the
rulers, elders, and teachers of the law, they showed great courage.
Filled with the Holy Spirit, they boldly proclaimed, “Jesus is the stone
you builders rejected, which has become the cornerstone.” Salvation is
Jfound in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given ro
mankind by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:11-12).

What happened next? The important people, the famous
people—the rulers, elders, and teachers of the law—were amazed.
When they saw the courage of Peter and John and realized they were
unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that
these men had been with Jesus (Acts 4:13).

Faith Stands Out

Faith doesnt determine value by the world’s standards. Faith
doesn’t depend on wealth or education or fame for significance.
Faith motivates us to spend time with Jesus, and faith trusts Him
to use ordinary people like us to make an extraordinary impact on
someone else for God’s glory.

Step Out

You are important—called and chosen by God for mighty acts in
His kingdom. You don’t have to be rich or famous. People might
not know your name, but you can be sure that all of heaven knows
exactly who you are.

126

Review proof only - not for circulation



There Are No Ordinary People

“Lord, help me to keep doing the next right thing, always
keeping my eyes on You. Guide me to reach my fullest potential—
the person I was born to be. Amen.”

NI

+ + >
N
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HONOR THE SABBATH AND
KEEP IT HOLY

Life Lived Out

Many of the beautiful rituals we've honored throughout history
have been lost. One that we need to reexamine is a blessed and holy
day—the Sabbath.

For six days, God worked to design all His creations, then on
the seventh day He rested from His work. Genesis 2:1-3 says, 7hus
the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. By the
seventh day, God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the
seventh day, he rested from all his work. Then God blessed the seventh
day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of
creating that he had done.

Was God exhausted?

No.

He didn't rest due to weariness; He wanted to set an example
for mankind. He was modeling our need for rest. God, who wants
only the best for us, knows that our bodies, minds, and souls need
rest from the demands of our work and environment.

Word Poured Out

Do you honor God by obeying His command to rest on the Sabbath?
It wasn’t a suggestion. It was included in the Ten Commandments:

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall
labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a sabbath to the
Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor
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your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your
animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. For in six days
the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in
them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed
the Sabbath day and made it holy. (Exodus 20:8-11 NIV)

The Ten Commandments were written on stone tablets with
God’s finger, then given to Moses (Exodus 31:18). God gave His
people the Ten Commandments because He knows what is best
for us.

How is it we think we know what is better for us than the One
who designed and created us? Imagine if we truly rested from the
weariness and woes of this world one day in every week. We would
be refreshed, ready to start fresh in the work God has given us to
do the other six days.

Faith Stands Out

Faith trusts God enough to honor the Sabbath. Faith believes that
all the work God gives us to do can be completed in six days so
we can rest on the seventh. Faith knows God only asks us to do
something because He knows it is best.

Step Out

Let’s pray for one another to have the courage and strength to
put down our work, turn off our phones, and get off social media
to honor the Sabbath. Yes, it will be hard, but God will never
command us to do anything we cannot accomplish with His help.

“Thank You, Lord, for loving us. Forgive our pride and arrogance
in ignoring what You have plainly told us will benefit us in the
short time we’re here on earth. And in all things, we praise Your
holy name. Amen.”

. Nim -
Nz AN
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IN SEARCH OF A THIN
PLACE

Life Lived Out

There are times when the distance between heaven and earth seems
to disappear, if even for a moment. The veil that separates the
unseen and the seen becomes transparent. The Celts called these
moments “thin places.”

These sacred minutes don’t have to occur on a majestic
mountaintop, in a beautiful cathedral, or at a secluded monastery.
They can happen in ordinary moments in an everyday life.

I was battling despair. My husband had left me for another
woman, and I was left in shreds. It was very early in my faith
journey. I knew of God and attended church on a regular basis, but
I didn’t have a relationship with Him.

One lonely, dark night, I cried out to this Jesus I didnt know
very well. “Help me, Lord! I understand You have these angels, and
if that’s true, could You send me one? And if You can spare them,
would you send me two?”

The next day I walked into my local drugstore, and on a
prominent display rack were greeting cards—all featuring angels.
Angels on every card for every situation.

The day after that, my daughter, who knew nothing about
my prayer request, brought me a book about angels—a beautiful
coffee table book filled with angels who looked powerful but also
compassionate.

To top off all that, the next week I went to my hairdresser. When
she saw me, her face broke into a wide smile, and she said, “I've
got something for you. I found a picture of a woman who looks
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like you.” Beaming, she held up a lovely image of a woman in a
meditative state of mind. Standing behind her was an angel.

God sent more than two angels. He sent more than I thought
to ask for.

Word Poured Out

The person who wrote Psalm 90 knew about God’s angels.
The psalmist doesn’t describe his trouble specifically, but he
talks about being saved from the “fowler’s snare” and “deadly
pestilence” (v. 3). He mentions arrows that fly by day, plagues
that destroy at midday, and pestilence that stalks in the darkness.
But then he says this:

If you say, “The Lord is my refuge,” and you make the Most
High your dwelling, no harm will overtake you, no disaster
will come near your tent. For he will command his angels
concerning you to guard you in all your ways; they will lift you
up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foor against
a stone. (Psalm 91:9-12)

God hears our prayers. When I was in despair, heaven bent down
to earth in those thin places to remind me that God loves me and
will never forsake me. His words are true. He will bend down and
meet you in those thin places too.

Faith Stands Out

Faith cries out to God when the pain is so intense we can’t bear
it anymore. Faith looks for those thin places where God wants to
meet us and comfort us. Faith runs to God, not away from Him.
Faith trusts that His angels are on their way.
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Step Out

When has God met you in a thin place? Where have His angels
lifted you up and kept you from harm? Know this: The next time
you cry out to God, “Help me, Lord!” His angels are on their way.
Amen! So be it!
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YOU HAVE BEEN SET APART
FOR GOD

Life Lived Out

The Word of God isn’t only history; it’s also a mirror for our lives.
Every time we read it, we're invited to ask, “What does this mean for
me? How is this truth shaping my story today?” Scripture is alive—it
rebukes, corrects, and encourages so that our lives are aligned with
God’s will.

Consider the mother of Samson. She was barren, resigned to
the belief that she could not have children. Then, unexpectedly, an
angel appeared with a promise: She would give birth to a son who
was to be “set apart” for God’s service (Judges 13:5). What seemed
impossible was overturned by God’s word.

How many times do we write off possibilities in our own lives? We
assume we aren't qualified, arent strong enough, or can’t be healed.
But the story of Samson’s mother reminds us that God is the One
who defines our future. He chooses, He equips, and He calls.

Word Poured Out

To be “set apart” is to be consecrated, marked as belonging to God.
Samson’s calling as a Nazirite included outward signs—not cutting
his hair, abstaining from wine, and avoiding contact with death
(Numbers 6:1-5). But the heart of the calling was holiness—living
distinctly for God’s purposes.

In the same way, each believer is set apart in Christ. Paul writes,
For He chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and
blameless in bis sight (Ephesians 1:4). Peter echoes this truth: Buz
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you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out
of darkness into his wonderful light (1 Peter 2:9).

Being set apart isn’t about personal glory but about surrender.
We're called to love God fully, to love our neighbor as ourselves
(Matthew 22:37-39), and to depend on His strength rather than
our own. Like Samson, our role may be to begin a work that
someone else finishes—but every act of obedience is essential in

God’s larger plan.

Faith Stands Out

Faith embraces the truth that God calls the unlikely and equips
the unqualified. Faith believes that being set apart isn’t a burden
but a privilege. Faith surrenders weaknesses so God’s strength
may be displayed. Faith remains faithful even when it can't see the
full outcome. Faith rejoices that we are chosen, consecrated, and
precious in His sight.

Step Out

Reflect on this: In what ways is God asking you to live “set apart”?
Is it in purity, in service, in prayer, or in surrender of something
you've clung to?

Pray: “Lord, forgive me where I have fallen short. Thank You for
choosing me. Teach me to live worthy of this calling. Amen.”

Remember, your calling may not be about finishing a great
work but about beginning one. Be faithful in the part God gives
you, trusting that He weaves your obedience into His greater plan.
And never forget: You are set apart—not because you deserve it but
because He has chosen you for His glory.

NI

+ + *
N/
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WORSHIP IN SPIRIT
AND IN TRUTH

Life Lived Out

The woman at the well came to draw water in the heat of the day,
hiding from the eyes of her neighbors. Jesus met her there—not
with condemnation but with compassion. He acknowledged
her past, “warts and all,” and yet invited her into a life-altering
conversation.

Her question centered on where worship should take place: on
the mountain or in Jerusalem. But Jesus shifted her focus. The true
issue wasn't location but transformation. Worship isn’t bound to a
building or a time slot; it’s bound to the heart that encounters God.

How often do we make the same mistake? We ask, “Which
church? What denomination? What service time?” Yet worship isn't a
box to check. It’s a life poured out before God—in our homes, our
cars, our workplaces, in every moment of our day.

Word Poured Out

Jesus declared, “Yer a time is coming and has now come when the
true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for
they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is Spirit, and bis
worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth” (John 4:23-24).

Worshiping in the Spirit means walking in constant communion
with the Father. Its praying without ceasing (1 Thessalonians
5:17), thanking Him for His guidance, seeking His counsel in
decisions, and praising Him for mercies we don’t deserve. Worship
isn’t confined to a sanctuary; it flows through our daily lives.
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Worshiping in truth means standing firmly on who God is and
what He has said. Jesus prayed, “Sanctify them by the truth; your
word is truth” (John 17:17). To worship in truth is to root our
praise in the unchanging Word of God. It is to reject distortions
of Scripture and embrace His promises with confidence, knowing
that His will is perfect even when it challenges us.

The writer of Hebrews reminds us: And let us not neglect our
meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially
now that the day of his return is drawing near (Hebrews 10:25 NLT).
Gathering with fellow believers matters, but attending a service
isn’t the fullness of worship. True worship is daily, constant, and
wholehearted.

Faith Stands Out

Faith understands that worship isn’t limited to a building but
embraces every moment as an altar. Faith seeks God in spirit,
through prayer, gratitude, and dependence on His presence. Faith
stands firm in truth, clinging to His Word as the foundation for
praise. Faith values fellowship with believers while never confusing
a service with a life of worship. Faith delights to offer God not just
words but the whole heart.

Step Out

Spend today worshiping beyond the walls of a church. In your
car, lift a prayer. At work, pause to thank Him for guidance. At
home, sing a hymn of praise. Let worship saturate your day. Open
Scripture and let truth guide your worship. Choose one promise of
God and pray it back to Him, thanking Him for His faithfulness.

Then gather with other believers not as a substitute for personal
worship but as a complement to it. Encourage one another, share
testimonies of God’s goodness, and build up one another as you
await Christ’s return.
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Worship in Spirit and in Truth

God isn't seeking polished performances but genuine worshipers.
He doesn’t need a building to receive your praise—He only needs
your heart.

“Lord, help me to come before the throne in genuine heartfelt
prayer. Let me always speak from my heart in genuine worship.
Amen.”

NI

+ + >
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EVERYTHING YOU DO AND
SAY MATTERS

Life Lived Out

Do you realize how important you are to Christ? Everything you
do and say matters. Not only for yourself, your family, and your
loved ones but also for the kingdom of God.

Have you ever heard someone say, “If that’s how Christians act,
I don't want anything to do with them.” How many of you have
visited a church for the first time, but no one greeted or spoke to you?
How about the time you joined a church but no one included you
in activities because some of the groups were “closed” to outsiders?

P've had those experiences, and I understand how disheartening
it is to be excluded. I've questioned whether I want to even be part
of that church or that group. Maybe you have too.

Word Poured Out

The Scriptures are filled with instruction and inspiration on
encouraging one another, of offering hope and optimism. The
person at the front desk of any organization or business can make
or break the company. They can be kind and welcoming or irritated
and annoyed.

You and I are the face of Christianity. We are the person at the
front desk of the kingdom of God—an important position because
we can encourage others to know Christ, or we can discourage them.

Jesus said, A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have
loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:34-35).
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Is your love for others drawing people to Jesus? Or is your lack
of love driving them away?

The apostle Peter wrote, But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord.
Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give
the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and
respect (1 Peter 3:15).

When people see you, do they see that hope? When you talk to

others, do you treat them with gentleness and respect?

Faith Stands Out

Faith treats everyone with kindness. Faith encourages others. Faith
is gentle and respectful even when others are rude. Faith is ready to

share the hope of the gospel.

Step Out

Just as you set a lamp on a table to give light, Jesus said, “In the same
way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds
and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

“Lord, today and every day, let it be my goal to shine the light
of Christ on everyone I meet. May my actions be so compassionate
and hopeful that others will be drawn to the peace in my heart and
to You, my Savior, who gives me that peace. Amen.”

NI

+ + *
N/
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THE IMPORTANCE OF
SHEPHERDS

Life Lived Out

In biblical times, shepherds weren't highly regarded, yet God chose
the night crew working in the fields to be heralded by a great
company of angelic hosts.

That’s the last thing I would have expected God to do.

But from the day of Christ’s birth forward, God made it clear
that He sent His Son for those society looked down upon. Jesus
affirmed this throughout His life on earth. He had compassion on
beggars, prostitutes, and even Samaritans. He healed lepers, the
blind, and the lame—all outcasts. Jesus came for all of us.

Word Poured Out

Let’s look at Luke’s account of the shepherds again:

And there were shepherds ... keeping watch over their flocks at night.
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shown around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to
them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great
joy for all the people. Today in the town of David, a Savior has been
born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord.” ... Suddenly, a great
company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel praising God
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
to those on whom his favor rests.” Luke 2:8-14
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The glory of the Lord was showered on shepherds. The best news
ever—]Jesus is born—was given to shepherds. The message was for
all, the angel said. And the peace was available to all.

What this says to me is that each of us is important, as well as
essential, in a plan far greater than we can imagine. You were born
for such a time as this. God created you and has placed you exactly
where He needs you right now. Like the shepherds, God will use
every one of us to spread the good news too.

People don’t read the Bible. They read you and me. Show them
what men and women of faith look like. You may be the only Bible
someone reads.

Like the shepherds, we are works in progress. Perfection won't
be attained until we arrive in heaven. But God loves us through
every failure, every wrong turn, every mistake. He will never give
up on you.

Faith Stands Out

Faith sees holy saints where others see dirty shepherds. Faith doesn’t
hesitate to share the message of Christmas, no matter what month
it is. Faith goes when God says go (Luke 2:15). When faith meets
Jesus, it spreads the word (Luke 2:17). And faith glorifies and
praises God for all that it has seen and heard (Luke 2:20).

Step Out

“Lord, whether it's December or June, we will shout out the
message of Christmas. We celebrate the gift of life You have given
us and the good news we have to share. Amen.”

N9

+ + *
N/
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STANDING AS ONE

Life Lived Out

The third chapter of the book of Ezra has profound implications for
us. God’s people, who had been exiled to Babylon for seventy years,
were returning to Jerusalem. God had moved the heart of Cyrus,
king of Persia, to allow the exiles to go back to their homeland.
One of their tasks in Jerusalem was rebuilding God’s temple.

This was a monumental task. Many may have been tempted to
quit before they even started, but God made sure that, through
his servant Cyrus, they had the necessary materials—gold, silver,
wood, and livestock along with any freewill offerings.

Some may have said, “It can’t be done,” but God had ordained
that it could and would be done.

Word Poured Out

Pay attention to the first verse of chapter 3: When the seventh
month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns, the people
assembled together as one in Jerusalem. Strength is found in the unity
of God’s people. Hundreds of years later, the writer of the book
of Hebrews urged his readers to never stop meeting together and
always encourage one another (Hebrews 10:25).

Next, look at Ezra 3:3: Despite their fear of the peoples around
them, they built an altar on its foundation and sacrificed burnt
offerings on it to the Lord, both the morning and evening sacrifices.
The Jews who had returned to Israel faced persecution just as many
Christians around the world do today. But just as they continued
to build the altar and make sacrifices to God, we too must continue
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to worship the Lord our God, praising His name and proclaiming
His great love for all His people.

Third, Ezra 3:6 says, On the first day of the seventh month they
began to offer burnt offerings to the Lord, though the foundation of the
Lord’s temple had not yer been laid. In the same fashion, we must not
wait to give thanks to God until a task is completed; instead we offer
our praises to Him for the provisions and accomplishments that have
not yet manifested. We thank Him for blessings that have not yet
been given to us because we love Him and live to serve Him.

Faith Stands Out

Faith pursues unity, even when we’re not sure of the outcome. Faith
worships at the beginning of a task and during the work. Faith
praises God for what He will do long before we see results.

Step Out

“Lord, may we follow the example of these spiritual ancestors
and stand as one with our brothers and sisters in Christ. May we
encourage one another, never being afraid of culture, doubters,
skeptics, or anyone else who comes against You. And every day—
we will praise Your name! Amen.”

NI

+ + *
N/
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A BLESSING FOR GOD’S
PEOPLE

Life Lived Out

You've probably heard the words in church: “The Lord bless you
and keep you ...” But have you ever stopped to ask what they mean?

This isn't just a kind wish; it’s a blessing given to Moses by God
Himself, a sacred charge for the priests to speak over the Israelites.
And it’s still powerful today.

Word Poured Out

Think for a few minutes about the words God gave Aaron and the
other priests to use: 7he Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make
his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face
toward you and give you peace (Numbers 6:24-26).

When the Lord blesses us, it’s more than a spiritual sentiment.
His blessing carries weight—it’s His active involvement in our
well-being. To be blessed by God is to receive His favor, presence,
and provision. To be kept by God is to be guarded—not only from
harm but also from fear, despair, and anything else that could
unravel the peace He offers.

I love the word keep. Just like we keep our children safe, our
pets protected, or ourselves out of danger, this is what we ask of the
Lord—to keep us under His watchful care.

When we ask for the Lord to make His face shine upon us, we're
asking Him to see us and take delight in us. To be gracious is to ask
for kindness, compassion, and tender attention from God. To turn
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His face toward us is to invite His listening ear and close presence
throughout our day.

God’s peace doesn’t mean the absence of trouble. It means the
presence of Someone greater than the trouble. His peace holds
us together when life threatens to pull us apart. It quiets our
minds and strengthens our hearts, not by removing every storm
but by surrounding us with a calm that can’t be explained—only
experienced. God gives us this instruction in Philippians 4:6: Do
not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. Then He
promises: And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus (v. 7).

His blessing of peace is never meant to stop with us, though.
When we live under God’s peace, we become carriers of it. Our
words, actions, and even our posture can sow calm into anxious
places. This is the calling of a peacemaker—not someone who avoids
conflict but someone who brings the presence of God into it.

Faith Stands Out

These blessings are promises from God—not simply feel-good
wishes. Even when life seems uncertain, His Word anchors us in
grace. Sometimes peace comes with clarity. Sometimes it comes
without any understanding at all. But when you experience peace in
the middle of chaos, you know youre surrounded by divine grace.
When God says He will bless and keep you, He means it. His
word never returns empty. It always produces what He promises.

Step Out

Speak this blessing over someone today—ryour family, your friends,
even your enemies. Don’t underestimate its power. Say it out loud.
Pray it silently. Write it inside a card. Text it to someone who’s

struggling.
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A Blessing for God’s People

“Lord, bless and keep us this day. May Your face shine upon
us. Be gracious to us. Turn Your face toward us and bring us Your
peace. Amen.”

You are blessed to be a blessing. And I guarantee—those
blessings will return to you with divine peace.

NN

+ + >
o/
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A NEW ATTITUDE

Life Lived Out

Some days are tough. People shun you or make you feel unwelcome.
My work—retreats, studies, and speeches—doesn't always come
together the way I planned. I've committed to too many obligations,
and they hang over me like a shadow. I wish my husband could get
home before dark. I wish my daughter would visit more often.

But when circumstances feel dark, I have to remember
something: I know better. God is who He says He is—and He
always keeps His promises.

Word Poured Out

His Word tells me that God works for the good of those who love
Him, who have been called according to His purpose (Romans
8:28). The apostle Paul instructs us in Romans 12:2, “Do not
conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve
what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

So the question becomes “Do I believe Him or not?” Do you?

It’s a new season in your life—and that means it’s time for a new
attitude. I'm getting up this morning in faith, choosing to believe
that when I walk in obedience, God will guide my steps. 'm done
worrying about what people think. I'm focusing on what God says.
Im praying throughout the day—not only for direction but also
for forgiveness when I hear His voice and still go my own way:
“Lord, take this longing, this anger, this unforgiveness. Take this
heaviness and give me strength.”
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This work—these studies and retreats—they’re not mine.
They’re His. If I keep my eyes on Jesus and lean into Him, I believe
He will bring it all to completion in His time.

Faith Stands Out

These assignments, these people in my life—they’re not
interruptions. Theyre part of God’s design. I'm choosing to give
thanks. For my husband—T’ll support him and thank God for the
way he makes my work possible. For my daughter—TIll love her
right where she is and understand this season of her life. Raising
two little girls is no small task. Maybe instead of waiting for her
to visit, I'll plan a trip to see her and support her with prayer and
encouragement.

The only thing that really changed here was my attitude—and
that’s enough to change everything else.

Step Out

“Lord, change our attitudes to reflect Your heart! Set our course and
increase our faith. We will believe what You promised, knowing
our lives will change! Amen.”

NI

+ + *
N/
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ARE YOU WILLING TO DO
THE WORK?

Life Lived Out

For this reason, I have asked to see you and talk with you. It is because
of the hope of Israel that I am bound with this chain (Acts 28:20). Paul
said this while under arrest—bound by chains, waiting for trial in
Rome. Shipwrecked, beaten, imprisoned—none of it stopped him.
His eyes stayed fixed on Jesus. His heart stayed focused on others’
salvation. He carried the gospel wherever God placed him—
whether in synagogues or cells.

Can the same be said of us? Are we willing to do the work, even
when it hurts—emotionally, physically, spiritually—for the sake of
God’s Kingdom?

Word Poured Out

Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest
freld” (Matthew 9:37-38).

We pray for revival. We pray for the lost. But are we willing to
be the answer to our own prayers?

Your chains may not involve persecution or prison. Sometimes
the chain is your workplace—a spiritually dark place where gossip
rules and God is ignored. Maybe you dread walking in. Maybe it
wears you down. But what if you're there for a reason?

Paul saw his chains as a divine assignment. Can we say the same
about our hard places?
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What if your presence—the way you speak, the way you pray,
the way you hold your ground—what if all of that is His light in
the dark? What if the people around you are the harvest, and you're
the laborer God sent?

Faith Stands Out

Faith isn’t proven in comfort. It’s revealed in pressure. When the
darkness presses in and we stay faithful, we shine brighter. Paul
didn’t beg to be released—he asked for boldness. He didnt curse
the chains—he used them as a platform.

Can you say, “It’s because of the salvation of these people
that I’ll endure this duress”? Can you say, “I won’t stop until
Christ removes me”? That kind of faith doesn’t just stand out—
it stands firm.

Step Out

“Jesus, we know Youre coming soon. And we know You want all
to be saved. So place us where Your light needs to shine. Even if
it’s hard. Even if we feel bound. Give us strength to serve, joy to
endure, and courage to speak. You can trust us, Lord. We'll be Your
workers until the final day. Amen and amen.”

N9

+ + *
N/
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BE CAREFUL OF GREED
AND PRIDE

Life Lived Out

The book of Genesis recounts the travels of Abram, who was called
by God to go into the land of Canaan. Abram took his nephew Lot
with him. Both men were wealthy, with flocks, herds, and tents.
But the land couldn’t sustain all the flocks and herds Abram and
Lot needed to feed. Soon their herdsmen started to quarrel.

What could Abram do to end the conflict?

Word Poured Out

Seeking peace, Abram made a generous offer: “Lers not have any
quarreling between you and me ... for we are close relatives. ... Lets
part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the
right, I'll go to the left” (Genesis 13:8-9).

Abram didn’t insist on his rights. He surrendered the choice
to Lot, trusting God with the outcome. Lot, on the other hand,
chose the land that looked most appealing—even though it was
near Sodom, a place infamous for sin. His choice was driven by
appearance, not discernment.

We all face crossroads like that. Situations where pride and
greed can nudge us into decisions that look promising but lead
to regret. | once took a leadership position in a field where I had
no experience. | took it for power and for money. I fell flat on my
face. I knew nothing about the policies and procedures to build
that department! It didnt take me long in that position to realize I
needed to resign! Lesson learned!
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What about you? It may be a job that pays well but pulls you
from your family. A relationship that flatters your ego but weakens
your faith. A move that seems smart on paper but ignores God’s
voice. Greed and pride whisper, “You deserve this.” But wisdom
asks, “Is this from God?”

First John 5:14-15 gives us this advice and assurance: And we
are confident that He hears us whenever we ask for anything that
pleases Him. The Bible doesnt say Abram asked God about the
situation, but God was so happy with Abram’s generosity that God
gave him another promise: “Go walk through the length and breadth
of the land, for I am giving it to you” (Genesis 13:17).

Faith Stands Out

True faith pauses. It prays. It seeks counsel. It waits. When we ask
the Lord to search our hearts, He reveals what's really driving us—
fear, pride, self-promotion, insecurity. Only then can we surrender
our motives and walk forward in obedience.

Abram’s peacemaking decision didn’t leave him lacking. God
reaffirmed His promise to bless Abram and to give him all the land
he could see. Because Abram trusted God to provide, he didn’t
need to grasp for more.

What if we did the same?

Step Out

Whatever decision you face—big or small—consult the Lord first.
“Lord, help us to lay down pride and release any greed in our
hearts. Show us what pleases You, knowing that if our decisions
honor You, they will always lead to peace. Amen.”
N9

+ + *
N/
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BIBLICAL LEADERSHIP

Life Lived Out

Leadership isn’t just about having a vision or being the loudest voice
in the room. In my own experience with leadership, it was the kind
and compassionate person I followed. Someone who had been in
my position and knew the trouble and problems I was facing.

Real leadership often starts with heartbreak. When Nehemiah
heard that the walls of Jerusalem were broken and its gates burned
with fire, he didn’t rush into action—he wept. He fasted. He
prayed. He sat with the burden.

Before he ever picked up a brick, Nehemiah bowed low before
the Lord. That posture of humility became the foundation for
everything that followed.

Word Poured Out

Nehemiah’s journey as a leader wasn't driven by ambition—it was
anchored in dependence. He prayed before he spoke to the king
about traveling to Jerusalem. 7he king said to me, “What is it you
want?” Then I prayed to the God of heaven and answered the king, “If
it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, let
him send me to the city in Judah where my fathers are buried so that I
can rebuild it.” (Nehemiah 2:4-5).

He also sought God when opposition arose: But we prayed to our
God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threar (Nehemiah
4:9). He didn’t retaliate when slander came—he turned to the
Lord: 7hey were all trying to frighten us, thinking “Iheir hands will
get too weak for the work, and it will not be completed.” But I prayed,
“Now strengthen my hands” (Nehemiah 6:9).
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His courage didn’t come from charisma; it came from conviction.
His strength wasn’t found in strategy; it was found in surrender.

Leadership like this reflects the character of Jesus, who led by
serving and conquered by laying down His life. Biblical leadership
flows from intimacy with God and results in integrity, resilience,
and godly influence. He chose David His servant and took him from
the sheep pens; from tending the sheep he brought him to be the shepherd
of his people Jacob, of Israel his inheritance. And David shepherded
them with integrity of heart; with skillful hands he led them (Psalm
78:70-72).

Faith Stands Out

Nehemiah’s story teaches us that spiritual leadership isnt about
position—it’s about posture. He knelt before God and then stood
before kings. He faced enemies without flinching because he had
first faced the Lord in prayer.

And the people followed. Not because he demanded it but
because they saw a leader whose heart beat with God’s own.

When we let God break our hearts for what breaks His, we
become the kind of leaders He can trust with influence.

Step Out

“Lord, make me a leader like Nehemiah—bold in action but broken
before You. Let my first move always be to pray. Teach me to lead
with humility, courage, and unwavering trust in Your direction.
Whether I lead many or few, let me do it for Your glory and from
Your strength. Amen.”

N9
N/
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JESUS: THE WAY, TRUTH,
AND LIFE

Life Lived Out

We live in a world that insists there are many paths to God, that
sincerity is enough, that all faiths lead to heaven. But if that were
true, the cross was unnecessary. And Jesus’s blood, wasted.

When I read Hebrews 7:24-25, 'm reminded why we must
cling to the truth: Because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent
priesthood. Therefore, he is able to save completely those who come to
God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.

Only Jesus stands in the gap. Only Jesus intercedes. Only Jesus
rose from the grave and lives forever. No other name can claim that
power. No other savior exists.

It humbles me to think of standing in the presence of God.
With my past? My flaws? I'm with Isaiah: “Woe ro me! I am ruined!
For I am a man of unclean lips ... and my eyes have seen the King, the
Lord Almighty” (Isaiah 6:5).

Yet through Jesus, we're welcomed in.

Word Poured Out

Jesus said, 7 am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to
the Father except through me” (John 14:6). That’s not a suggestion—
it’s a divine decree. It is the law of His Word, and Scripture cannot
be set aside (John 10:35). Many religious leaders and many prophets
have attracted followers—but only One still lives and intercedes for
us. Only One defeated death. Only One sits at the right hand of
the Father.
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Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented
them from continuing in office; but because Jesus lives forever, He has
a permanent priesthood (Hebrews 7:23-24). The blood of bulls and
goats could never remove sin—only cover it. But Jesus, the spotless
Lamb, died once for all: For Christ also suffered once for sins, the
righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God (1 Peter 3:18).

He made the way when there was no way. He tore the veil. He
opened heaven’s door. Why would we ever look for another way
when Jesus is standing with open arms?

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish bur have eternal life (John
3:16). This is the love that saves. This is the truth that redeems.
This is the life that can’t die.

Faith Stands Out

We can't be casual about the truth of Jesus. Not in this age. Not
when so many are walking toward destruction with a smile and
a false sense of security. Faith in Jesus isn’t a preference—it’s the
dividing line between life and death. It’s not enough to believe He
existed. Even the demons believe that (James 2:19). Faith means
surrender. It means declaring with your whole heart, “There is no
other way.”

Jesus isn’t one of many lights—He is the Light. He isnt one of
many truths—He is the Truth. He isn’t one of many paths—He is
the Way. And He isn’t one of many lives—He is Life itself.

Step Out

Don’t be afraid to speak truth—even when it’s unpopular. Someone
you love may be walking the wrong road. Will you speak up? Start
by praying for them by name. Ask God to open their hearts and
ears to the voice of the Shepherd. Then be bold: Share the gospel

with clarity and compassion.
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And as for you—worship Him today as your permanent High
Priest. Thank Him for standing in the gap. For tearing the veil. For
carrying your sin and shame. Live each day in full awareness that
Jesus, and Jesus alone, made your access to God possible. No other
door will open. No other name will save.

“Jesus, help us to hold fast, standing firm. Help us to never stop
declaring with confidence that You are our Savior—the way the
truth and the life! Amen.”

N9
o/
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LITTLE BY LITTLE

Life Lived Out

We want things fast—answers, breakthroughs, promotions,
healing. But God isn’t in a hurry. His love is patient, and His plans
are paced with wisdom we often can’t see.

I once begged the Lord, “Send me, Lord! Use me! I'm ready!” |
prayed it so often, I expected the door to open at any moment. But
one night, He sent an answer in a dream: I had shown up to preach
at a church but had forgotten my notes. I panicked. I tried to recall
a favorite passage but couldn’t find it. I wasnt prepared.

And that was the point. I thought I was ready, but I wasn't. Not
for the weight of the calling. Not for the battle that comes with it.
God was protecting me.

When I look back now, I can see how certain jobs—ones I never
wanted—were stepping stones. They were training grounds. They
strengthened me so the wild places wouldn’t devour me when 1
finally reached the land He had promised.

Little by little, He was preparing me. Just as He does for all of us.

Word Poured Out

But I will not drive them out in a single year. ... Little by little, 1
will drive them out before you, until you have increased enough to
take possession of the land (Exodus 23:29-30). This was God’s word
to Israel as they prepared to enter the Promised Land. He made
it clear: the delay wasn’t neglect—it was protection. They werent
ready for full possession.

We often mistake God’s timing for inaction. But He is working
while we're waiting: But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with
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the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day
(2 Peter 3:8 ESV). God’s timeline isn’t ours. His delays arent denials.
He sees the whole journey, not just the next step. He knows when
we're strong enough to carry what we've been asking for.

The Lord Almighty has sworn, “Surely, as I have planned, so it will
be, and as I have purposed, so it will happen” (Isaiah 14:24). You may
be in a season of preparation—a desert job, a hidden assignment, a
long-held prayer that hasn’t been answered. Don't despise it. That
delay may be the very thing saving you from being eaten alive in
the next place.

Faith Stands Out

Faith doesn’t just trust God for the promise—it trusts Him in the
process.

Can you believe that God’s pace is perfect, even when the road
seems slow? Can you trust that what feels like a “no” may actually
be a “not yet”? Faith says, “I don’t see it yet—Dbut I trust You.” Faith
looks at the silence and hears God’s whisper: “Little by little.” Faith
stops asking, “When?” and starts saying, “While I wait, I'll obey.”

We may want the palace, but God may send us to the pasture
first—like David. We may want the platform, but He may hide us
in the wilderness—like Moses. We may want the breakthrough,
but He may break us open first.

It’s not punishment. It’s preparation.

Step Out

Where are you waiting today? Instead of rushing to the finish line,
ask God to show you what He’s building in you right now. Lean
into the small assignments. Study His Word. Practice obedience.
Be faithful in the mundane. The lessons learned here are the tools
you'll need there.
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Little by Little

When frustration rises and you want to demand a faster outcome,
remember: little by little. That’s how God moves mountains. That’s
how He prepares warriors. That’s how He builds lasting fruit.

So walk forward in peace. Take the next step. Trust His timing,.
And believe with all your heart: What He has promised, He will
bring to pass.

“Lord, help us to walk forward in peace, taking the next step,
even though small, believing with all our hearts that what You have
promised, You will bring to pass. Amen.”

NI

+ + >
o/
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MAKING GOD RICH

Life Lived Out

We often talk about being “blessed” or “richly blessed,” but have
you ever thought about how to make God rich?

Jesus once told a story about a wealthy man who had more
than he needed. Instead of sharing, he hoarded. He tore down his
barns to build bigger ones. His plan? Take life easy. Eat. Drink. Be
merry. But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life will
be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for
yourself?” (Luke 12:20).

Then Jesus gave a warning: “ 7his is how it will be with anyone who
stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God” (Luke 12:21).

That phrase stopped me—rvich toward God. What could 1
possibly give to the Creator of the heavens and the earth?

And then it hit me: souls.

Word Poured Out

Jesus said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth
and rust destroy ... but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven. ...
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew
6:19-21 ESV).

God’s treasure isn’t in gold or grain. His riches are people. Souls.
His children. He has always been in the rescue business. From
Genesis to Revelation, His heart beats for the lost.

Jesus made this clear to Peter. After the resurrection, when Peter
still carried the shame of denial, Jesus didn’t lecture him. He asked
one question three times in John 21:15-17: “Peter, do you love Me?”
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Each time Peter said yes, Jesus replied: “Then feed My sheep,”
then “Take care of My lambs.”

To love Jesus is to love His people. To be rich toward God is to
pour out your life in service of the One who poured out everything
for you. We make God rich—not because He lacks anything—but
because as the Scriptures tell us, He desires everyone.

The Lord is ... patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but
everyone to come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9 ESV).

Faith Stands Out

Kingdom people don’t think in dollars—they think in destinies. We
see every conversation as an open door. Every act of kindness as a seed.
Every prayer as a battle cry for a soul. God’s riches are measured in
lives redeemed, in hearts transformed, in prodigals returning home.

Faith that matters is faith that multiplies.

When you take time to love someone who feels unlovable ...
When you share Jesus with a friend who’s searching ... When you
serve, forgive, or sacrifice with eternity in mind ... You're storing
up treasure where no thief can steal it. You're making heaven richer.

Step Out

Ask God: “How can I make You rich?”

Look around. Who in your life is lost? Hurting? Searching? Pray
for their salvation. Speak the name of Jesus over their story. Be bold
enough to share your testimony.

“Lord, may we never waste our lives building bigger barns.
May we use what we have—our time, gifts, and Your love to point
someone to Christ. Because in the end, there’s only one thing we
can take with us to heaven: another soul. Amen.”

Make God rich. And your reward will be eternal.

N9
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LIVING WITH FEAR

Life Lived Out

I don’t like being afraid. None of us do. Fear is like a fog—distorting
everything we see, numbing our peace, and planting anxious
questions we can’t seem to answer. Sometimes fear crashes in
suddenly, like a storm out of nowhere. But more often, it creeps—
lurking at the edges of our thoughts, surfacing throughout the day,
whispering lies into quiet moments.

[ was recently weighed down with fear over something completely
outside my control. I knew better. But logic doesn’t always silence
fear, does it? So I did the only thing that ever works—I talked to
the Lord. Driving through the mountains, I poured my heart out
aloud: “Lord, take this fear from me. I know it doesn’t make sense,
but I can’t shake it.”

I waited. I watched.

And then the radio, which I had been half ignoring, caught my
attention. A lyric rang out: “Present your fears to the God that you
know.”

I froze. And then I remembered.

Word Poured Out

“The God that I know.” That line echoed in my soul. The God that
I know doesn’t shame me for being afraid. The God that I know
is near. The God that I know protects, provides, and brings peace
where chaos once lived.

I spoke aloud: “Lord, I'm presenting my fear to You—the God
that I know.”
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And peace came—not from my own effort, but from His
presence.

From a Roman prison, Paul wrote, Do not be anxious about
anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:6-7). God doesn’t promise a
life without fear—but He promises we don’t have to live under its
rule: “So do not fear, for I am with you ... I will strengthen you and
help you” (Isaiah 41:10).

Faith Stands Out

Faith doesn’t deny fear—it brings it into the presence of the One
who casts it out. When fear creeps in, faith speaks out: “I know the
God I serve.” Faith remembers that fear doesn’t get the final word.
Faith stands not on emotion, but on truth.

The battle is the Lord’s. He is in control. He is greater than
whatever we're facing. Faith doesn’t need to feel strong—it just
needs to return the fear to its rightful place: at the feet of Jesus.

Step Out

What fear is creeping into your heart today? Don't wait for it to
grow. Don't try to manage it alone. Say aloud: “Lord, 'm presenting
this fear to You—the God that I know. Amen.”

And then watch for His peace.

Not a shallow calm, but a guarding peace—a supernatural
stillness that protects your heart and mind. Fear may still try to
knock at your door. But now you know what to do with it. Place it
in the hands of the God who never leaves. Never fails. Never fears.

NI
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SAVE OUR NATION, OH
LORD

Life Lived Out

On some days the darkness feels overwhelming. Another
shooting. Another war. Another courtroom decision that mocks
righteousness. You turn on the news, and evil seems to be winning.
The headlines scream chaos. Injustice. Rebellion. And something
in your spirit groans, “Lord, how much longer?”

The psalmist asked similar questions: Will you be angry with
us forever? ... Will you not revive us again, that your people may
rejoice in You? (Psalm 85:5-6 ESV). That cry echoes through every
generation that has lived through moral collapse. And yet even as
we grieve what's happening around us, God calls us to respond—
not with fear, not with fury, but with faith.

Faith that stays the course. Faith that keeps praying. Faith that
loves even when hated. Faith that shines the light when others are
cursing the dark.

Yes, things may get worse. The Scriptures don't hide that truth.
But prophecy isn’t panic—it’s preparation. In the middle of this
spiritual war, God has placed His people on the frontlines with the
greatest weapon heaven affords: prayer.

Word Poured Out

The Lord spoke to Solomon after the temple was built, and His
words still thunder through the ages: “If My people who are called by
my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from
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their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive
their sin and will heal their land” (2 Chronicles 7:14 ESV).

The healing of our nation does not begin in Washington, DC.
It begins on our knees. Not with policies but with repentance. Not
with louder voices but with purer hearts.

Psalm 85, the heart cry of this devotion, gives us both lament
and hope: Restore us, O God of our salvation. ... Show us Your
lovingkindness, O Lord, and grant us Your salvation. ... He will speak
peace to His people, to His godly ones; but let them not turn back to
Jfolly (Psalm 85:4—8 NASBY5).

There it is: the promise of peace paired with the warning not to
return to folly. God’s Word doesn’t deny the brokenness—it meets
it with mercy. He longs to heal, to restore, to redeem. But He won't
force revival into hearts that refuse to turn.

God’s wrath isn't wild anger. It’s the holy response of a loving
Father who watches His children destroy themselves. His anger is
restrained and purposeful—meant to drive us back to Him.

Jesus wept over Jerusalem, not because of what Rome had done
but because His own people refused to recognize that God had
come to them (Luke 19:44). So we cry out today—not only for
mercy on others but also for mercy on us. That we might see. That
we might repent. That we might rise.

Faith Stands Out

Real faith doesn’t run from trouble—it meets it with truth. Real
faith keeps praying when others grow tired. It forgives when the
culture demands vengeance. It stays rooted in God’s Word even
when the ground shakes. Faith loves the angry, intercedes for the
mocker. It walks into a broken world with the fire of heaven in its
bones and the compassion of Christ in its hands.

Faith that stands in the gap for a nation isn’t passive—it’s fierce.
Not with weapons, but with worship. Not with outrage, but with
obedience.
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James 1:12 offers us this powerful encouragement: Blessed is
the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that
person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those
who love him. We're not promised escape—we’re promised a crown.
And that crown isn’t for the comfortable. It’s for those who endure.

Let the world rage. Let the enemy scheme. But let the church
stand—humble, repentant, prayerful, unshaken.

Step Out

If your heart is broken over what you see in this world, you aren’t
alone. But don’t stop at grief. Let it move you to action.

Begin with your own heart. Ask the Lord to search it. Confess
the hidden places of pride, of bitterness, of apathy. Turn from any
wicked way. Humble yourself again.

Then stand in the gap for others. Pray for those in leadership.
Pray for the lost. Pray for revival—not only in the entire nation but
also in every neighborhood, every heart, every home. Speak peace
when others speak panic. Model mercy when others model malice.
Be light in a generation that no longer knows what truth looks like.

Don’t wait for permission to pray. Don’t wait for perfect
circumstances to take your stand. The church’s finest hour has
always come during the world’s darkest nights.

So stand with me. Stand for truth. Stand in love. Stand in the
gap. And let’s cry out together: “Lord, save our nation. Not because
we deserve it but because You are merciful. Revive us again, that we
may rejoice in You. In Jesus’s name, amen.”

N9
N/

173

Review proof only - not for circulation



Review proof only - not for circulation



THE HEARING GOD

Life Lived Out

I had been praying to our Lord to send me an older woman. A
strong woman. A godly woman. A wise woman. Someone who
could guide me, teach me, share the Spirit of Christ with me.

“Where is she, Lord?” I prayed.

During this time, I chose to attend a seminar at the Billy Graham
Training Center at The Cove in Asheville, NC. The featured
speaker was author and pastor Joe Stowell. Hundreds of people
were there. On the first night of the conference, I sat near the back
of the auditorium, and there was an open seat to my right. Minutes
before the evening program started, the answer to my prayer sat in
that chair.

One look at the stately woman seated next to me in the
auditorium, and I knew God had sent her to me. While I could see
Jesus in her, I hoped she could see Him in me. Her encouragement
and inspiration, her energy and positive attitude despite health
issues were such a motivation for me.

Word Poured Out

God does indeed hear our prayers. The apostle John wrote, 7his is
the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything
according to his will, he hears us (1 John 5:14).

This verse reminds me of an Old Testament story in Daniel 9.
With intensity and devotion, Daniel cried out to God. He confessed
his sins and the nation of Israel’s sins (9:5-11), and he pleaded
with God to be merciful (vv. 15-19). He prayed with complete
surrender and with openness to what God might say to him.
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While Daniel was praying, the angel Gabriel was sent to deliver
this message from God: “Daniel, I have now come to give you insight
and understanding. As soon as you began to pray, a word went out,
which I have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed” (vv. 22-23).

Stop right there.

As soon as Daniel begin to pray, his answer was given. That
holds true for us as well. As soon as we pray, God hears us, and an
answer is sent. But keep in mind, the answer may be “no” or “yes”
or, in my case, it’s often “wait”!

Regarding my newly found sister in Christ, I bet as soon as I
prayed, God was arranging our meeting at The Cove, reserving
those auditorium seats for me and for her. Both of us were accepted
to go, so the empty seat beside me was no coincidence.

Faith Stands Out

Faith keeps praying. Faith trusts that God has heard and the answer
is on the way. Faith hangs on to the truth of God’s unfailing love.
Faith claims the promise of Isaiah 65:24: Before they call, I will

answer; while they are still speaking, I will hear.

Step Out

What answer are you seeking? Instead of yielding to doubt or
disappointment, turn the delay into praise with this prayer: “Thank
You, Father, for loving me and hearing my cries from Your high
and holy throne. Help me to trust Your timing. May I never doubt
Your will and Your ways. Amen.”

N9
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SEEKING THE
GUIDANCE OF GOD

Life Lived Out

If T had known Jesus—not just known about Him but really known
Him—junior high would have looked a whole lot different. I
wouldn’t have spent so much time worrying about eating in front of
classmates or hiding my face when breakouts came. I wouldn’t have
lost sleep over who liked me or if I'd ever be accepted. I wouldn’t
have tried to morph myself into someone I wasn't just to belong.

But I didn’t know Him.

Sure, I went to church. Mama made sure of that. I could tell
you the stories and sing the songs. But the Jesus of my Sunday
mornings hadn’t become the Jesus of my Monday insecurities. I
knew religion, but I didn’t know relationship. And because I didn’t
know Jesus, I didn’t know who I was.

If I had truly known Him back then, I would’ve lived to please
Him instead of chasing approval from peers. I would've seen
Him as my closest friend not some distant figure in stained-glass
windows. I would’ve seen myself through His eyes—chosen, loved,
cherished—not through the distorted mirror of middle-school
culture.

That’s why I plead with parents now: teach your children who
Jesus is—not just as a Bible character or a moral example but as the
anchor of their identity. Because one day, life will hit them hard.
And if they don’t know Jesus before the storm comes, they’ll have
nothing solid to stand on when everything shakes.
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Word Poured Out

God never intended us to figure out life alone. From Genesis to
Revelation, His invitation is the same: “Come to Me. Know Me.
Walk with Me.” Isaiah 40:11 reveals His heart: He tends his flock
like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close
to his heart; he gently leads those that have young.

Do you see it? He doesn't just care about us—He carries us. And
for those raising children, He leads gently. He knows it’s not easy.
He knows we feel unqualified. But He doesn’t bark orders from a
distance—He walks beside us.

Parents, your child needs more than a moral compass—they
need a relationship with Christ. When they face heartbreak,
rejection, confusion, or temptation, they don’t just need advice.
They need truth that is alive in them. They need the Word made
flesh dwelling in their hearts. Not just once a week. Not just in
crisis. But daily. As you walk, sit, rise, and lie down. Jesus isn't
meant to be an accessory to our schedule. He’s meant to be our
source, our center, our life.

Faith Stands Out

Faith is contagious—but so is fear. When life blindsides you, your
children are watching. When stress takes hold, they notice where
you turn. If you reach for your phone, your feed, your fix—they
learn to do the same. But if they see you fall to your knees, open
the Word, and worship through the storm, they’ll learn something
far more powerful: trust.

Faith that stands out doesnt pretend life is perfect. It points to
the One who is. The world tells kids to build their identity on likes,
labels, and performance. Jesus says, “Follow me” (Matthew 4:19).
The world says they need to fit in. Jesus says, “You are the light of the
world” (Matthew 5:14). The world says to chase self-esteem. Jesus
says to find worth in His love and calling.
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And the same is true for us. When we show our children that
Jesus isn't our last resort but our first love, they’ll start seeking Him
for themselves.

Step Out

Ask yourself this: “What would my child say is most important to
me?” Would they say Jesus? Would they say prayer? The Word? Or
would they name something else?

Now ask: “What am I modeling?” Start today by inviting Jesus
deeper into your parenting. Repent for the times you've sought
help from everything else first. Bring your worries, your parenting
fears, your child’s future—and lay them at the foot of the cross.

Then look your child in the eye and begin telling them who
Jesus is—not just with words but also with your life. Let them hear
you pray. Let them see you worship. Let them catch you in the
Word. Let them witness your surrender. And if they’re still young
and searching, don’t grow weary. Jesus gathers the lambs and gently
leads those with young. He sees your efforts. He holds your home
close to His heart.

You don’t need to be a perfect parent. You need to be a parent
who seeks Jesus. And if you show your children what it looks like
to seek Him, they’ll learn to seek Him too.

“Lord, I am not a perfect parent, but I am a parent who seeks
You. May my child learn to seek You by watching me. Amen.”
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+ + *
N/

179

Review proof only - not for circulation



Review proof only - not for circulation



SEND ME A FISH

Life Lived Out

Just call me Jonah.

Not the swallowed-by-a-fish Jonah. Not the runaway prophet
who tried to escape God’s command. No, I mean that other
Jonah—the mad Jonah. The sulking prophet of chapter 4, who
stood outside Nineveh in the heat, arms crossed, jaw clenched,
waiting for judgment to fall like fire.

I've been him. I've watched those who mock God grow bold.
P've heard people twist the gospel into a self-help philosophy or
flatten it into a spiritual buffet where Jesus is a way instead of the
way. And I've gotten mad. Righteously mad. Angry enough to say,
“Lord, how can you forgive them?”

I see what’s being said and taught. I hear Christians call Jesus
“their way” without ever acknowledging He is the only way. And
inside, something rises up.

That’s the Jonah in me. The one who knows the Word. The one
who sees the wickedness and wants justice. The one who, if I'm
honest, sometimes believes others are beyond help.

But God doesn’t just come for the self-proclaimed righteous.
He comes for the rebellious. The hard-hearted. The misled. And
sometimes He comes for them through me.

That’s what wrecks me.

Word Poured Out

Luke makes the means of salvation clear in the book of Acts:
Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under
heaven given to men by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12). That’s not

181

Review proof only - not for circulation



In Search of a Thin Place

narrow-minded—but eternal truth. There’s no other path, no back
door into heaven. Jesus is the Gate, the Shepherd, the Redeemer,
the Lamb. No prophet, teacher, system, or enlightenment can save.
Only Christ crucified, risen, and reigning. That truth is offensive
to a world that worships options. But it’s the most loving thing we
can proclaim.

Still, when others reject it—mock it—revile the name of Jesus,
it stings. And if we’re not careful, our zeal for truth can become a
barrier to grace.

That’s what Jonah forgot. God had mercy on Nineveh. And
instead of rejoicing, Jonah resented it. He sulked because he knew
God would forgive. That's why he didn’t want to go in the first
place. T knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow
to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending
calamity” (Jonah 4:2).

Jonah wanted justice. God gave mercy.

Jesus didnt just preach that kind of mercy—He embodied
it. On the cross, bloodied and betrayed, He whispered, “Father,
forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34).
He forgave those who spat on Him. Who denied Him. Who drove
nails through His hands.

If He can forgive them, how can I withhold forgiveness from
those who simply don’t yet understand? Second Timothy 2:24-26
gives us a different posture: 7he Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome
but kind to everyone ... correcting his opponents with gentleness (ESV).
Not out of weakness but in the hope that God might grant them
repentance. That they might escape the devil’s trap.

That kind of mercy is supernatural. It doesn’t dismiss truth—it
delivers it with tenderness.

Faith Stands Out

Faith doesnt mean you never get mad. It means you surrender that
anger to the One who judges justly. Faith says, “Lord, You see what
I see—and more. You know the hearts behind the heresies. You
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know the pain behind the rebellion. You're the only one who can
truly make things right.” Faith lets go of vengeance. Faith chooses
love, not because it’s easy but because it’s commanded. And because
it reflects the very heart of Christ.

We can’t claim to know Jesus and still treat others with contempt.
If we represent Christ, we must carry both His truth and His tone.
Not quarrelsome, not bitter, not hardened—but full of conviction
and compassion. That’s what distinguishes us in this age of outrage.
Not silence. Not compromise. But gospel truth spoken through
crucified love.

Step Out

If you've got Jonah in you—if the fire in your belly has burned into
frustration—bring it to Jesus. Tell Him the truth: “Lord, ’'m angry.
I don’t want to forgive. I don’t want to preach grace to people who
mock You.” And then sit with Him until your heart begins to break
like His does.

“Lord, give me the kind of love that sees beyond sin. Guide
me to correct in gentleness. I want to be a vessel of Your truth and
mercy. Amen.”

If He calls you to Nineveh—to that coworker, that prodigal
child, that influencer who’s far from truth—don’t run. Go. Speak.
Love. You don't need to worry about justice. God’s got that. He’s
calling you to obedience. Compassion. Faithfulness.

If you find yourself swallowed up by anger again, remember: The
God who sent a fish to save Jonah can send one for you too. So pray
this today: “Lord, if 'm ever thrown overboard by my own pride or
pain, send me a fish. And when I'm finally spit out on shore, help me
go where You tell me, say what You ask, and love like You do.”

Because the gospel isn’t only about saving Nineveh. Its also
about saving Jonah.

N9
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SO NEAR AND YET SO
FAR AWAY

Life Lived Out

She couldn’t have been more than twenty. Her head was bent low,
chin nearly resting on her chest, transfixed by the glowing screen in
her hand. Her apron was bright, cheerful even—maybe she worked
in a bakery or coffee shop. She stood outside the store, vaping hard,
drawing in with urgent, almost desperate breaths.

A normal scene. A thousand similar scenes play out every day.
But something in the moment stopped me.

There she stood—so near to me physically but so far away. Not
just from me, but from something deeper. Something eternal. Her
posture looked like prayer—head bowed, hands clutched to her
device, still and focused. But her worship was offered to a screen,
her incense a cloud of vapor. Her soul, it seemed, was gasping for
something more.

I watched her and wondered, How, Lord? How do we reach
this generation? How do we cross the widening chasm between ages,
cultures, and hearts? How can someone like me—a woman from
another time—bridge the gap to someone like her?

My heart ached with questions. But the Spirit answered with
one truth: She isn’t far from Me.

Word Poured Out

In Acts 17, Paul speaks to a culture lost in idols, much like ours. He

says to the people of Athens, “God did this so that they would seek
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him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far
Sfrom any one of us” (Acts 17:27).

Not far. That’s the hope we hold. That’s the promise we pray.

The young woman—bowed before me, screen clutched in her
hands and lungs filled with vapor—isn’t beyond God’s reach. She
may be drowning in digital noise and pain that she doesn’t know
how to name, but the Savior is near.

1 Corinthians 2:9 reminds us, No eye has seen, no ear has heard,
and no mind has imagined what God has prepared for those who love
him (NLT). But what if the young woman has never heard this?
What if no one has told her?

Romans 10:14 convicts us with a holy question: How can they
believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they
hear without someone preaching to them? This isn’t a preacher’s job.
It’s ours. It’s mine. It’s yours.

God didn’t ask us to change the world overnight. He asked us
to see people. To notice who's right in front of us. To cross the
invisible divide with kindness, compassion, and courage. We're
His ambassadors (2 Corinthians 5:20). He makes His appeal
through us.

Faith Stands Out

Faith sees what others overlook. Faith kneels beside a stranger and
whispers, “Youre not forgotten.” Faith doesn’t drive past the vaping
girl, the hardened man, the overwhelmed mom. It turns around.
It walks into the store. It opens its mouth in trembling obedience.

That doesn’t mean faith is fearless. Sometimes we're scared.
We feel unqualified. We worry about rejection. But faith pushes
through all that—not because we’re strong but because Jesus is
worthy.

We're the vessels He has chosen to carry His love into dark
places. Let’s be honest: Its easier to shake our heads at the lost than
to step into their pain. Easier to scroll than to speak. Easier to pray
from a distance than to move toward the mess.
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But Jesus never stayed at a distance. He crossed every barrier
to get to us—leaving glory, walking among the broken, hanging
on a cross between two thieves. He got close. And He still does—
through us.

Step Out

“Lord, give us courage. Give us courage to notice the one bowed
low, head down, soul aching. Give us eyes to see past the phone, the
vape, the attitude, the silence—and into the heart You created. Give
us love that moves us off the sidelines and into the conversation.
Amen.”

If God brings someone to your mind right now—someone you
see often but have never reached out to—pray for them. Then ask
Him to make a way. Ask Him to give you words. Or just give you
presence. And if He asks you to go back—go. Walk into the store.
Smile. Speak. Listen. Love. You don’t need the perfect phrase. You
need the perfect Savior. He’s already at work in that person’s life.
You're just stepping into the story He’s writing. So near. So far. But
not forgotten.

Trust begins with us. So does love. Let’s carry it well.

N9
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STAYING IN THE WILL OF
THE LORD

Life Lived Out

Sometimes it’s not the loud temptations that trip us up. Sometimes
i’s the subtle ones that come dressed as good things. A new
opportunity. A new location. A fresh idea. A change that seems
to open every door. But if you're listening—truly listening—you’ll
hear that check in your spirit. That holy pause. That whisper from
the Lord: “Wait. Not yet. Not there.”

That’s what I heard when I prayed about a potential move. My
husband and I had the chance to relocate to another state. On
paper, it made sense. Financially. Logistically. Even spiritually. We
could still serve the Lord, just somewhere else.

But when I brought the plan before God, He gently said no. It
would’ve been easy to ignore the whisper. To push past it, assuming
that as long as I intended to serve God, the where didn’t matter.
But that’s not how the will of the Lord works.

The will of the Lord isn’t a blank canvas for us to fill in with good
intentions. It’s a path—a narrow one—marked by obedience. As I
remained where I was, I saw fruit: ministry, connection, influence,
and peace. Not because it was easy but because it was right.

Sometimes the most spiritual thing we can do is stay.

Word Poured Out

Proverbs 3:5-6 gives us a life-altering invitation: Trust in the Lord
with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all
your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths (NKJV).
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This verse doesn't just suggest prayer—it demands surrender. Trust
with your whole heart. Stop depending on your own reasoning.
Invite God into every step. And when you do, He will direct you.

But direction doesn’t always mean destination. Sometimes it
means delay. Sometimes it means staying still until His cloud lifts
again. Exodus 13:21 says, By day the Lord went ahead of them in a
pillar of cloud to guide them ... and by night in a pillar of fire ro give
them light. Israel moved only when the cloud moved. Not before.
Not based on feelings or forecasts. They waited.

Are we willing to do the same?

Jesus modeled this. In John 5:19, He said, “7he Son can do
nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing.” If
even Jesus waited to move until the Father did, how much more
should we?

God’s will isn’t a mystery for those who seek Him in humility.
But it does require us to lay down our will first. Not everything
good is God’s best. Not every opportunity is a calling. And not
every open door should be walked through.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out is willing to stay put when everything around
you says, “Go.” Faith doesn’t chase convenience. It doesn’t bow to
pressure. It doesn’t panic when others move ahead. Faith is often
quiet obedience in the same direction. It's Abraham staying in
tents, waiting for a city with foundations. It’s David refusing to kill
Saul, even when the throne seemed within reach. It’s Jesus praying,
“Not my will, but yours be done” (Luke 22:42).

Faith trusts that God’s timing isn’t just correct—it’s perfect. The
world celebrates hustle. But the Kingdom celebrates hearing. Isaiah
30:21 says, Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will
hear a voice behind you, saying, “Ihis is the way; walk in it.”

That voice comes to those who slow down enough to listen.
Those who choose to be led not driven. Faith may feel like you're
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falling behind. But staying in the center of God’s will is the fastest
route to fruitfulness.

Step Out

Stop. Sit with Him. Invite the Holy Spirit to search your heart.
Ask God to highlight anything in your life where you've pushed
ahead without His direction. And if you're in a waiting season,
don’t despise it. Don’t waste it. Let the stillness refine your hearing.
Let the silence sharpen your trust.

The safest place on earth isn’t a location—it’s the will of God.

Stay close to His Word. Stay soft in His presence. And stay put
until He says move. You won't miss your moment. You won’t miss
your calling. You'll arrive exactly on time—by the hand of the One
who leads perfectly.

“Lord, help me to trust You completely with my life. Keep
me from rushing into decisions because of fear, ambition, or
restlessness. I only want to be where You would have me. Amen.”

N9
N/
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STORING UP TREASURES
ON EARTH

Life Lived Out

It started with a conversation over china cups.

I told my friend I'd been collecting fine china for years. She
looked at me and asked, “Why? No one will want these when
you're gone.”

That one question stung like truth always does: What are you
collecting that no one will want? Maybe it’s not china for you.
Maybe it’s designer bags, tech gadgets, a bigger house, or accolades
on a résumé that no one reads. The point isn’t the item—it’s the
investment. We're spending our lives on something. Time, money,
energy—each day writes a ledger. The question is: When our
earthly account closes, what will remain?

Jesus wasn’t vague on this. He made it painfully clear: only
treasures stored in heaven are secure. Everything else is subject to
decay, theft, or irrelevance. Yet we keep reaching for more. More
comfort. More convenience. More things to prove we've reached
our earthly goals.

But what if the real riches are hidden in the quiet places? In the
food pantry. The children’s Bible story. The prayer no one sees. The
kindness no one thanks you for.

That’s treasure. Eternal treasure.

Word Poured Out

Jesus said, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths
and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up
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Jfor yourselves treasures in heaven” (Matthew 6:19-20). He speaks
directly to our hearts here—not to shame us but to free us. The issue
isn’t whether we have possessions. It's whether possessions have us.

The rich fool in Luke 12:16-21 had a bumper crop. His
response? Tear down his barns and build bigger ones. Not a word
about generosity. Not a thought of eternity. Just a smug plan to
take life easy; eat, drink, and be merry.

But God said, “You fool! This very night your life will be demanded
Sfrom you.” And then this cutting truth: “This is how it will be with
whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich toward God.”

Being rich toward God isn’t about tithing a percentage—it’s
about transferring your wealth from earth to heaven. Every act of
kindness, every generous gift, every moment of humble service is
a deposit in eternity’s bank. First Timothy 6:17-19 echoes this,
warning the wealthy not to put their hope in riches but to be rich
in good deeds, generous and willing to share. /n this way, Paul
writes in verse 19, they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm
Jfoundation for the coming age.

Heaven keeps better books than Wall Street.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out doesn’t just give to get. It gives to glorify. Faith
walks through Target and thinks about the single mom who can't
afford diapers. It prays over meals and then invites someone who
hasn’t had a hot one in weeks. It says, “I don’t need another pair of
shoes—I need to walk in someone else’s.”

Faith doesn’t ask, “Can I afford this?” but “Does this honor God?”
Faith rewires our values. It teaches us to delight in what delights
Him. It lets go of stuff because we've tasted something better.

The early church understood this. Acts 2 says they sold
possessions to care for those in need. They didn’t hoard—they
shared. And the result? Joy. Power. Favor. Growth.
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Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”
(Matthew 6:21). If you want to know where your heart is, look at
your calendar. Look at your bank account. Look at your habits.

What you value most will shape what you become.

Step Out

What are you collecting? Are you building a life that will echo in
eternity—or just accumulate dust? You don’t need to empty your
house today. But you do need to search your heart.

Ask the Holy Spirit to show you anything you're clinging to
that’s keeping you from eternal joy. Do you have more towels than
you need? Someone may be praying for one. Do you have unused
dishes, coats, books, or tools? Someone else may be surviving
without the basics. But more than that—do you have time? Do
you have love? Do you have the gospel?

Give them.

Store up what can’t be lost: compassion, courage, intercession,
and truth. Read Bible stories to a child. Visit someone who may
feel forgotten. Pray boldly for a neighbor. Share Jesus, even if your
voice trembles.

The angels in heaven don’t rejoice over china cups. They rejoice
over one soul that turns to God.

“Lord, examine my treasures and help me exchange what’s
fading for what will last forever. I know my peace on earth and
reward in heaven depend on it. Amen.”

N9
N/
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TEACH THE CHILDREN

Life Lived Out

It happened slowly. Not with defiance but with distraction.

One generation, full of stories about God’s power and provision,
passed away. Their children inherited the land, the homes, the
culture—but not the faith. They knew the customs but not the
covenant. They saw the sacrifices but never encountered the
Presence. And before long, they had no memory of the Lord who
brought them out of Egypt.

Another generation grew up who knew neither the Lord nor what
He had done (Judges 2:10). That verse lands like a warning shot to
every parent, grandparent, teacher, pastor, and believer today.

Because history is repeating itself. Our children are being taught
a gospel of self over sacrifice. Pleasure over purpose. Feelings over
truth. And too often we stay silent. We send them into schools
where God is mocked and morality is blurred, hoping in their own
time, they’ll find Christ on their own. We hand them devices with
infinite voices but no discernment. We keep busy schedules but
forget the Word, then we wonder why they grow up confused,
wounded, angry—and far from the Lord.

We don’t need more programs. We need more parents who pray,
teach, and model righteousness. More grandparents who tell the
stories. More believers who refuse to outsource discipleship to the
world. Because if we don’t teach them who God is—someone else
will teach them who He isn't.
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Word Poured Out

God was never casual about this. In Deuteronomy 6:6-9, He gave
clear instructions: “These words that I command you today shall be on
your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children” (ESV). He
didn’t say, “When it’s convenient.” He didn't say, “Let the church
do it.” He said you teach them. Diligently. When you sit. When
you walk. When you lie down. When you rise.

This is a lifestyle of discipleship—not a one-hour Sunday
routine. In essence God said, “Write My Word on your walls. Let it
mark your hands. Let it guard your eyes. Let it define your home.”

The consequences of neglect are devastating. Judges 2:11-15
describes the result: The Israelites turned to Baal, embraced idolatry,
provoked the Lord, and lost His protection. Raiders plundered
them. Their strength vanished. Even when they fought, the Lord
Himself stood against them. Not because He was cruel but because
they had abandoned His covenant.

Are we any different? We've watched generations drift because
we've assumed faith is inherited like eye color. But faith isn’t passed
through DNA—it’s passed through devotion.

Psalm 78:5-7 says God commanded our ancestors to teach their
children so the next generation would know them ... and they in turn
would tell their children. Why? Then they would put their trust in
God and not forget his deeds but keep his commands.

When we fail to teach, they forget to trust.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out is willing to speak up even when the world
demands silence. It’s willing to pull the children in close, to open
the Bible around the table, to pray out loud over worries, and
to answer hard questions with the truth of God’s Word. It’s the
parent who turns off the TV to read Scripture with their child. It’s
the teacher who risks ridicule by standing for righteousness. It’s
the grandparent who tells stories of answered prayers and God’s

198

Review proof only - not for circulation



Teach the Children

mercy—not just tales of “back in my day” but testimonies of the
living God.

Faith stands out when it refuses to go with the cultural flow. We
are called to raise Daniels in Babylon. To nurture Esthers in Persia.
To prepare Timothys in Ephesus. Not by shielding them from the
world but by sending them into it—filled with the truth of God,

covered in prayer, and rooted in love.

Step Out

What are your children learning—from you? What are your
grandchildren hearing when they come over? Are your conversations
soaked in Scripture or swallowed up by sports, politics, and
complaints?

This isn’t about guilt—it’s about grace and course correction.

Open the Bible as a family today. Pick one verse and talk about
itaround dinner. Ask your kids what they believe and listen to their
responses. Then gently, firmly, lovingly point them to Jesus. If your
children are grown and gone, pray. Call. Text truth. Be present.
And never stop declaring the faithfulness of God. If you don’t have
children, disciple someone else’s. Volunteer. Mentor. Speak life into
the next generation.

The enemy is after their identity, purpose, and worship. Let us
rise with boldness, fueled by the Lion of Judah, and say, “Not on
our watch.” We'll teach the children. We'll speak truth. And we'll
remind the next generation not only of what God did—but also
of who He is.

“Lord, You are powerful and willing to save us! Stir my heart to
be courageous to speak! The time to witness is now! Amen.”

NI

+ + *
N/
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TEACH US TO NUMBER
OUR DAYS

Life Lived Out

It’s not how most of us start our mornings.

We brush our teeth. We sip our coffee. We plan our day. But we
rarely, if ever, look ourselves in the mirror and say, “You are going
to die.”

I heard that unsettling practice from a Christian teacher who
addressed the Academy for Spiritual Formation in Alabama. At
first, it seemed morbid. But then it sank in: This isn’t about fear;
it’s about clarity.

Try it. Stand before the mirror tomorrow morning, look into
your eyes, and speak the truth: “You are going to die.” Suddenly,
your to-do list shifts. The urgent gives way to the eternal. That email
can wait, but the child who needs your time can’t. The errands fade,
but the neighbor grieving across the street matters.

We live as if tomorrow is guaranteed. But Scripture says
otherwise. You do not know what tomorrow will bring. ... You are
a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes (James 4:14
ESV). In light of that, how then should we live?

God has gifted each of us with something essential. Our lives
aren't random. The encounters we have aren’t coincidence. And
every breath we take is borrowed time with a holy purpose. We are
here to love, serve, and speak the gospel. Today. Not someday. Not
after retirement. Not once things slow down.

Today.
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Word Poured Out

Psalm 90:12 is a prayer we rarely pray: Zeach us to number our days,
that we may gain a heart of wisdom. It doesn’t say, “Teach us to live
longer.” It says, “Teach us to live wisely.” And wisdom begins when
we realize our time is limited.

Moses, who penned this psalm, knew what it meant to count
days in the wilderness—forty years of them. He had seen an entire
generation die in the desert because of disobedience. So when he
prayed this, it wasn’t poetic—it was desperate.

The world teaches us to number our possessions, followers,
steps, dollars, and likes. But God says, “Number your days.” Why?
Because every day is a seed.

Ephesians 5:15-16 echoes this: Be very careful, then, how you
live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity,
because the days are evil. We're not called to fill our days but to fulfill
them. There’s a difference. Paul understood this urgency when he
wrote to the Corinthians: / came to you in weakness and fear... My
message and preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but
with a demonstration of the Spirits power (1 Corinthians 2:3—4).

We dont have to be eloquent. We dont need degrees or
platforms. We need courage, obedience, and the Spirit of God alive
in us. Because someone near us is watching, listening, waiting. And
God has placed us there—not to impress but to impact.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out doesn’t wait for the “perfect moment.” It lives
as if this moment is sacred. Faith sees every encounter as divine
appointment. It views the day not as an obstacle course to survive
but as a mission field to engage. Faith doesn’t delay love. It doesn’t
postpone obedience. It speaks truth, even when it trembles. Faith
whispers the name of Jesus in a hospital hallway. It prays with
a stranger in the grocery store. It forgives the offense before the
apology comes.
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Because faith knows what’s at stake.

We were created for good works Paul says in Ephesians 2:10—
works God prepared in advance for us to walk in. Not just think
about. Not just dream about. Walk in. That means today isnt a
filler. It’s an assignment. Faith doesn't ask, “How much time do I
have left?” but “What is God asking of me today?”

Step Out

You have today. Not because you earned it but because God
ordained it. So use it well. Speak the gospel to someone. Bless your
child or grandchild with prayer and presence. Visit the widow.
Write the note. Send the verse. Ask for forgiveness. Offer kindness.
Be bold.

And tomorrow when you look in the mirror, dont just say,
“You are going to die.” Say, “You are God’s workmanship. You
were created for this moment. You have eternal value. And your
obedience matters.” Because someone’s life—maybe even their
eternity—might depend on what you do with this one sacred day.

“So teach us, Lord, to number our days. And help us live like
each one counts. Amen.”

N9
N/
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THE ADDICTION OF
THE NEWS

Life Lived Out

It didn’t feel wrong at first. After all, watching the news seemed
wise—responsible, even. Staying informed. Engaged. Aware of
the world. But over time, what felt like diligence began to feel
like a craving. One hour turned into two. Mornings blurred into
evenings. Breaking news, urgent updates, expert opinions—it
never stopped. And neither did the internal hum of anxiety.

I realized something sobering: I wasn’t just watching the news;
I was hooked on it. The truth hit hard—this was an addiction,
no less than any other. It numbed my spirit, stirred up anger, and
consumed time I once gave to God.

Sound familiar?

Whether it’s television, social media, headlines, or notifications,
we are being discipled—shaped—by the voices we listen to most.
The question is: Are we becoming more like Christ or more like
the chaos?

I made a change. I shut off the noise and opened my Bible.
I replaced news cycles with the eternal Word of God. I watched
the super moon rise while meditating on Scripture, and there—in
stillness—God spoke. And what He gave me was better than any
broadcast. It was a reminder of my identity, my mission, and the
peace only He can provide.
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Word Poured Out

Romans 12:2 commands: Do not conform to the pattern of this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. What is the
pattern of this world? Noise. Fear. Division. Endless outrage.

But we are called to something else: transformation.
Transformation happens not by accident but by renewal—and that
renewal only comes through time with God. The media wants your
time, your focus, your emotions. So does the enemy. Why? Because
whoever shapes your thoughts shapes your life.

That’s why Paul warned in 2 Corinthians 10:5, We take captive
every thought to make it obedient to Christ (ESV). Your thoughts
aren’t neutral. If you don’t take them captive, they’ll take you. The
addiction to news isn’t just about content. It’s about control. And
it’s not new. In the garden, Satan didn’t shout. He whispered. And
Eve listened.

Psalm 1:1-2 tells us the way to blessing: Blessed is the one who
does not walk in step with the wicked ... but whose delight is in the
law of the Lord ... who meditates on His law day and night. There’s
the contrast: walk with the world—or meditate on the Word.

First Peter 2:4-5 paints a breathtaking picture of who we are
becoming: Like living stones ... being built into a spiritual house ...
a holy priesthood. God is forming something sacred. But He can’t
build a spiritual house with bricks made of anxiety and confusion.
He builds with people grounded in truth, shaped by His Word,
and aligned with His peace.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out shuts off the screen to tune in to the Spirit.
Faith doesn’t fear missing out on the news because it knows the One
who writes the future. Faith chooses stillness over scrolling. Prayer
over panic. Truth over noise. Faith sees the addiction for what it is:
a spiritual parasite that drains time, attention, and worship. When
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we're saturated with headlines, we can’t hear the whisper of God.
When we're discipled by the culture, we lose sight of the Kingdom.

Jesus often withdrew to quiet places to pray (Luke 5:16). Not
because He didn’t care about the world but because He was here
to save it, and that meant staying connected to the Father. If Jesus
needed silence, so do we. Real faith fasts from the world’s voices so
it can feast on God’s voice.

Step Out

It’s time to make a shift. Not because the news is evil but because
God is better. Ask yourself: “What do I reach for first—God’s Word
or my device? How much of my anxiety is self-inflicted by what I
allow in my mind? What would change if I replaced just one hour
of news with one hour of Scripture and prayer?”

Start small. Set limits. Be intentional. Wake up early and watch
the sky. Read a psalm instead of scrolling headlines. Sit in silence
and ask God, “What are You saying today?” Most of all, reclaim
your role as a participant in God’s Kingdom instead of a passive
observer of man’s chaos.

You aren’t called to echo the panic of the world. You're called to
proclaim the peace of Christ.

“Lord, help me to turn off the television and turn up the truth
of Your Word! Build me into a living stone—solid, holy, and
unshaken. Amen.”

NI

+ + *
N/
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THE PEACE OF GOD

Life Lived Out

You will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because
they trust in You (Isaiah 26:3). This verse has become a lifeline for
me. I've clung to it in the midnight hours when my mind raced
with worry and my heart pounded with dread. I've repeated it when
finances failed, when sickness struck, when grief gripped me. And
P've had to face the hard truth: If I dont have peace, it’s because I
have shifted my trust away from God.

During the pandemic, when I lost all my work, I panicked.
My income vanished overnight, and I didnt know how I would
survive. I prayed, but then I paced the floor, checking my bank
account as if that could save me. My trust wasn’t steady. My mind
wasn't steadfast. And yet in that season of weakness, God reminded
me that His peace doesn’t depend on my circumstances.

One day there was a knock at my door. The church stood
there—brothers and sisters in Christ—bringing food and help
until T could get back on my feet. Through them, the peace of
Christ met me. Soon after, doors opened, and I was given more
work than I could manage. His Word proved true again: My God
shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ
Jesus (Philippians 4:19 NKJV).

That’s when I learned that perfect peace isn't tied to outward
stability. It’s tied to inward trust in the unchanging God.
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Word Poured Out

[saiah spoke this promise to a people surrounded by enemies, living
under threat, longing for deliverance. The Hebrew word for peace
here is shalom—not simply calmness but wholeness, security, and
flourishing in God’s presence. It means nothing is missing, nothing
broken. God Himself promised to keep His people in complete
shalom when their minds were stayed on Him.

The battle for peace isn’t out there in the circumstances—it’s in
my mind. Isaiah says peace is given to the one who is steadfast, a
word that means fixed, anchored, unshaken. If my thoughts drift,
peace slips away. When I replay offenses, rehearse fears, or magnify
problems, my trust fractures. But when I fix my mind on God’s
Word, His peace rises like a guard over my soul.

Paul echoes this in Philippians 4:6-7: Do not be anxious
about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God,
which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus. That word guard pictures soldiers standing
watch. God’s peace isn’t passive—it’s active protection, a fortress
against fear.

Jesus Himself said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.
I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid” (John 14:27). This means peace isn't
optional—it’s the inheritance of every believer. To deny peace is to
deny what Christ purchased for me.

Faith Stands Out

True faith is revealed when I walk in peace while others panic.
Peace is the evidence of trust. It testifies to the world that my God
reigns, even when everything shakes.

I've seen it in my own life. When my husband is on the road
and I don’t know if he’ll return safely, I entrust him to God. When
my children make choices that break my heart, I place them under
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God’s discipline and mercy. When grief pierces me, I cling to the
promise that my loved ones in Christ are secure in His presence.

Peace doesn’t mean I don't feel pain. It means Christ holds me
together in the middle of pain. Peace isn't weakness—it’s warfare. It
resists fear. It silences anxiety. It confronts the enemy’s lies.

Im living proof that God can deliver me not only from
addiction, fear, and despair but also from the storm inside my
mind. My testimony isn't that 'm strong but that His peace is
stronger.

Step Out

“Lord, I confess how quickly I trade Your peace for worry. Anchor my
thoughts in You. Guard my mind like a soldier on a wall. When the
enemy hurls fear, let Your peace be my shield. Teach me to fight not
with panic but with trust. Let Your peace silence every accusation,
every lie, every what-if. Make my life a witness that You are the God
who keeps His promises. Today I choose to fix my mind on You. I
choose shalom over chaos. I choose trust over fear. Keep me in perfect
peace, Lord, for my mind is stayed on You. Amen.”
NI

+ + *
N/
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DON’T MISS THE MIRACLES

Life Lived Out

P've written before about a “thin place.” This Celtic term is used to
describe the place where heaven seems to reach down to earth and
touch us in a divine way. In those moments, the distance between
heaven and earth disappears.

On an ordinary afternoon, I was sitting on my back deck. I
looked up in the sky to see in amazement—seagulls! I wondered,
What are seagulls doing in the mountains? They were high in the
sky, frolicking as if in a playful mood. I pointed them out, but my
husband could not see them. As I watched I became aware that
their flight patterns, even their feathers, were not of any type of
earthly bird. The seagulls were white, going to and fro, making
circles and loops in no particular pattern. Then I noticed their
wings. I could see the ruffles in their wings, but I could not see
their faces.

My mind kept saying, “These are seagulls” But my heart knew
differently. These were angels. As I doubted what I was actually
seeing, they suddenly started to disappear. And what was miraculous
and not typical of any birds of the air was that they disappeared
in bubbles. One by one, they popped and disappeared. One lone
angel flew alone, and when he disappeared, he left a trail of bubbles
from large to small.

The Lord had blessed me to glimpse another dimension that is
all around us. I had experienced my own personal thin place.
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Word Poured Out

The holy Scriptures are filled with stories of thin places. Exodus 3
records Moses’ encounter with God at the burning bush. As the
[sraelites journeyed through the wilderness, there were many thin
places: manna and quail (Exodus 16); water that came from a rock,
twice (Exodus 17, Numbers 20). When Joshua and the Israelite
army needed more time to defeat an enemy, God made the sun
stand still (Joshua 10). These stories, and so many more, describe
the thinness of the veil between heaven and earth, divinity and
humanity.

The poet who wrote Psalm 106 recounted some of these thin
places and said, Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good! For His
mercy endures forever. Who can utter the mighty acts of the Lord? Who
can declare all His praise? (vv. 1-2 NKJV).

Who indeed? I can’t, can you?

Thin places occur all around us too. In the hospital, you may
hear a lullaby in the maternity ward. Stop and think about the
wonder of life coming from life, of God giving life to another soul
whom He loves so dearly.

At a beach you may watch the sun rise. “So pretty,” you say
but then quickly transition your thoughts to where you might
eat breakfast or what time you will gather your beach gear and
head to the water. But imagine living in darkness all the time, then
suddenly a ball of fire rises on the horizon and lights up the sky
with color and warmth. If you had never seen a sunrise before, you
would fall to your knees in gratitude.

Faith Stands Out

Faith watches for thin places. Faith stops to praise God throughout
the day for all the blessings and moments where His grace and
love burst into beauty around us. Faith sees a miracle wherever it
goes—in a hospital, at the beach, in the checkout line, and at a

traffic light.
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Step Out

Today, watch for the moments, the thin places where God is
reminding you who He is and who you are. Don’t miss the miracles
all around you. God sees you and is constantly calling you to come
closer to Him. His abundant, supreme power and His presence
surround us.

“Lord, we thank You that You love us and forgive us every single
time. I praise Your Name for pulling back the veil of heaven and
reaching down to earth in thin places. Amen.”

N
N/
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THESE ARE THE DAYS OF
ELIJAH

Life Lived Out

These are the days of Elijah. Days when compromise is rampant.
Days when silence is deadly. Days when the people of God must
decide whether they will bow to Baal or stand for Yahweh.

Word Poured Out

Elijah stood on Mount Carmel facing hundreds of false prophets.
His nation had turned to idols, led by leaders who despised the
truth. Yet Elijah prayed. He built an altar. He called down fire. And
God answered (1 Kings 18:36-39).

That same God still answers today. James 5:17-18 reminds us:
Elijah was a human being even as we are. He prayed earnestly ... and
the heavens gave rain. Elijah wasn't superhuman. He was surrendered.
And God used his obedience to turn a nation’s heart back.

We are called to the same. To pray, to intercede, to cry out for
our families and our nation. To declare the truth of God’s Word
without fear. To live holy in an unholy age. To burn with zeal when
others are lukewarm. The darker it grows, the brighter we must
shine. Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill
cannot be hidden” (Matthew 5:14).
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Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out isn’t silent in the face of sin. It isn’t swayed by
public opinion. It isn’t lukewarm. Faith that stands out says, “Even
if I stand alone, I will stand.”

Elijah stood on Mount Carmel outnumbered, mocked, and
hated. Yet he stood because he knew God was greater than any
idol. And God vindicated his faith with fire from heaven.

Today faith that stands out looks like parents praying over
their children when the culture tries to steal them. It looks like
believers standing for truth in workplaces and schools where God
is silenced. It looks like Christians refusing to compromise, even
when pressured. It says, “If God is for us, who can be against us?”
(Romans 8:31).

Step Out

“Lord, these are the days of Elijah. Raise up men and women who
won't bow to false gods. Purge lukewarmness from my heart. Fill
me with fire that continues to burn. Give me courage to speak
when silence feels safer. Teach me to pray until heaven moves.
Let me shine brighter the darker it gets. Like Elijah, I want to be
faithful in my generation. Use me to call hearts back to You. No
matter the cost, no matter the opposition, I'll stand for the Lord
my God. Amen.”
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THROUGH IT ALL

Life Lived Out

What I thought was a fainting spell turned out to be something
more. My neck, my ears, even my blood pressure—suddenly, they
were conspiring to make the room spin.

This old body of mine is wearing down. The dizziness comes
without warning, and the questions press in: “How can I keep
working, Lord? What if it happens while I'm preaching or teaching?
How will I cope? What's next?”

No surprise that in the middle of my fear, His Word met me.
The presence of Jesus flooded my weakness, reminding me that I'm

not held together by my body but by His Spirit.

Word Poured Out

Paul prayed for the Ephesians: 1 pray that out of his glorious riches he
may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being,
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that
you, being rooted and established in love, may have power ... to grasp
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ ... that
you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God (Ephesians
3:16-19). That prayer is for me. It’s for you. It’s for every believer
who feels the frailty of this body.

My neck may give me trouble. My ears may fail. My strength
may falter. But Christ dwells in me. His Spirit fills me. And His
love is deeper than my weakness. Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians
4:16: Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are
being renewed day by day. My body may wear down, but the Spirit
within me doesn’t age, doesn’t weaken, doesn’t fail.
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Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out doesn’t avoid pain—it perseveres through
pain. Faith says, “Lord, heal me if You will. But whether You heal
me now or later, never leave me. Through it all, let me know You
are with me.”

That faith rests in the truth that Christ isn't only beside me,
He’s also within me. I'm not carrying Him; He’s carrying me. Paul
told the Ephesians, In him you too are being built together to become
a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit (Ephesians 2:22). That
means even when my body trembles, my soul is a temple of the
living God.

What could be greater than that?

Step Out

“Lord, thank You that through every weakness, every dizziness,
every frailty, You are with me. Thank You that my life is more
than a failing body—it’s a dwelling of Your Spirit. Teach me to
see my struggles not as obstacles but as platforms to testify of Your
faithfulness. Let my weakness become encouragement to others
who feel weary. Let my journey remind us all that we're not alone.
Through it all, let me rest in this truth: Your love never wears out.
Your Spirit never leaves. And my hope is secure until the day You
call me home. Amen.”
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THE QUICKENING

Life Lived Out

People often ask me, “How will I know if the Lord has spoken to
me? How do I recognize His presence? What does it feel like when
the Holy Spirit moves?” I've wrestled with that question myself.
And this morning, as [ sat at the kitchen table, one word came to
mind: quickening.

That’s it. A quickening. A stirring of the heart. A sudden
awareness that cant be explained but can’t be denied. It’s the
unmistakable movement of God within me. I can’t summon it at
will. I can’t schedule it. But I have learned to pay attention when it
comes—and to be aware of the Spirit who dwells in me.

Sometimes it comes through creation: a red bird alights on the
fence, reminding me of my mother’s favorite cardinal, long after
she has passed. Sometimes it comes when I'm at the end of myself
and cry out, “Lord, I need You to show up now!” Sometimes it comes
as a friend who knocks on my door, unplanned but right on time.
Sometimes it comes in worship: A sermon pierces me, and I know
it was spoken directly for me. Sometimes it comes in the Word: A
verse leaps off the page—alive, electric, burning in my soul.

The quickening is the Spirit whispering, “Im here. This is for you.
Don’t miss it.”

Word Poured Out

The Bible describes this experience in many ways. David wrote, My
heart and my flesh cry out for the living God (Psalm 84:2). Jeremiah
said God’s Word was like a fire shut up in my bones (Jeremiah
20:9). The disciples on the Emmaus road said, “Were not our hearts
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burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the
Scriptures to us?” (Luke 24:32).

That’s the quickening: the Spirit igniting the heart.

One morning, after years of reading the Bible without much
impact, I prayed, “Lord, I know I'm supposed to read Your Word, bur
1 feel like I'm missing something. Help me.” 1 opened to 2 Chronicles
16:9: The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth in order to strengthen
those whose hearts are fully committed to Him (NLT).

In that moment, my heart quickened. 1 sat straight up, knowing
God Himself had spoken to me. From that day on, I couldn’t get
enough of His Word. Jesus promised this: 7 will ask the Father,
and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you
Jforever—the Spirit of truth ... You know him, for he lives with you
and will be in you” (John 14:16-17). The Spirit Himself is the One

who quickens, awakening my heart to truth.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out is attentive. It refuses to live numb or
distracted. It’s sensitive to the Spirit’s stirrings, watchful for the
quickening of His presence. Faith that stands out doesn’t explain
it away as coincidence. It says, “This is God. This is His Spirit. And
1 will respond.”

Others may not understand. They can’t see Him or know Him.
But I know Him, because He lives in me. And when He quickens
my heart, I won't ignore Him.

Step Out

“Lord, make me sensitive to Your Spirit. Open my eyes to see Your
hand in the ordinary. Open my ears to hear Your whisper in the
noise. Open my heart to feel the quickening of Your presence.
Forgive me for every time I've ignored Your nudge. Forgive me
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for living distracted and dull. Teach me to recognize Your voice, to
treasure it, and to obey it.
“Today I choose to walk aware. I choose to expect the quickening.
I choose to live fully alive to Your Spirit. For I know You are here.
You live in me. And You will quicken my heart again. Amen.”
NN
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THE VOICE OF A SAINT

Life Lived Out

I made my way to the fourth floor of a hospital one Christmas
season. I had come to greet the staff, to thank them, and to remind
them they weren't forgotten.

As I passed one of the rooms, a nurse was speaking softly to her
patient—not rushing through tasks but lingering at the bedside.
She listened, answered questions, and gave encouragement. It was
more than duty. It was love.

When she finally stepped into the hall, I thanked her for her
compassion. Then I asked if she had any prayer requests. She
paused, then quietly said, “Yes, please pray for my patients. Some
are lonely. It’s Christmas. They may not get to go home. Some have
no family at all.”

Her request wasn’t for herself but for others. And then she
surprised me. “Wait! What about you? How can I pray for you?”

In that moment, I knew I had encountered a saint. Not one
adorned with stained glass or halo, but a living saint whose faith
was evident in her love.

Word Poured Out

Scripture tells us that saints aren’t a select few elevated after death—
they’re the living people of God. Paul addressed his letters 7o the
saints in Ephesus (Ephesians 1:1), to the saints in Rome (Romans
1:7), to the saints in Philippi (Philippians 1:1). In Christ, every
believer is set apart, made holy by His blood, and called to live as a
vessel of His presence.
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Jesus said, “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill
cannot be hidden ... Let your light shine before others, that they may
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven” (Matthew
5:14-16). That nurse was a living example of this verse. Her light
shone not through pulpit preaching but through patient listening,
not through grand gestures but through faithful presence. She
reflected the One who is Light Himself (John 8:12).

Theologically, this is vocation. Luther said that changing
diapers, milking cows, or sweeping floors can be holy if done
unto the Lord. Every Christian vocation—nurse, teacher, janitor,
mother, manager—becomes priestly when done in love and faith.
The saint’s voice isn’t confined to monasteries; it echoes in hospital
corridors, classrooms, and homes.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out does not seek recognition. It bends low
to serve. It sees Christ in the sick, the lonely, and the forgotten
(Matthew 25:40). That nurse’s prayer request revealed the heart
of Christ: interceding for the weak rather than seeking comfort
for herself. Her voice carried more weight than she realized. It was
the voice of a saint—ordinary in the world’s eyes, extraordinary in
God’s kingdom.

True sainthood isn’t prideful separation but humble
incarnation—Christ living His life through us. Not perfection, but
presence. Not applause, but obedience.

Step Out

“Lord, thank You for the saints You place in unexpected places.
Thank You for nurses, caregivers, and all who carry Your light
into the darkest corners. Remind me that I'm also called a saint—
not because of my works but because of Christ’s finished work on
the cross.
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“Help me live as one set apart for You. Let my voice bring
comfort, encouragement, and hope. Let my prayers be lifted for
others before myself. Let my life shine in such a way that others see
not me but You.

“Today I choose to embrace my calling as a saint in Christ. I
choose to shine where Youve placed me. And I pray that others,
when they hear my voice, might also hear Yours. Amen.”

NI
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WHEN WILL HE LEARN?

Life Lived Out

He did it again. Abraham, the father of faith, told another lie.
Fearing for his life, he claimed Sarah was his sister instead of his
wife. He did this once in Egypt (Genesis 12) and again in Gerar
(Genesis 20). Twice he risked his wife’s honor. Twice he tried to
protect himself by twisting the truth. When [ read this, I shake my
head and ask, “When will he learn?”

But then the Spirit presses me: “When will you?”

How many times have I repeated the same sin, prayed the same
prayer of confession, and promised never again—only to stumble
in the same way? How often have I told myself a little lie, cut
a corner, or let fear dictate my choices instead of trust in God?
Abraham’s story reminds me: Even heroes of faith are human. And
even in their failures, God proves faithful.

Word Poured Out

When Abraham lied to Abimelech, God intervened. He protected
Sarah. He confronted Abimelech in a dream: “7 know you did this
with a clear conscience, and so I have kept you from sinning against
me” (Genesis 20:6—7). This is grace. God protected Abraham even
in failure. God also shielded an innocent king, guarded Sarah’s
purity, and preserved the covenant promise.

But notice—Abraham did not learn from the first failure.
His pattern repeated. And patterns matter. Repeated sin, left
unchecked, hardens the heart. That is why Paul wrote: For God
did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love, and
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of self-discipline (2 Timothy 1:7). The Spirit gives me the power

not only to confess but also to change.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out doesn’t hide behind excuses. It doesn’t shrug
and say, “7hat’s just the way I am.” It presses deeper into God’s Spirit
and says, “Lord, break this pattern in me. Make me new.”

Think about it practically: If I struggle with anger, I can choose
silence before I choose words.

If T struggle with fear, I can rehearse promises of Scripture
instead of rehearsing what-ifs. If I struggle with dishonesty, I can
tell the truth even when it costs me.

The Spirit of self-discipline is real. It means I don’t have to repeat
mistakes forever. Patterns can be broken. Habits can be changed.
Weaknesses can be surrendered.

Step Out

“Lord, thank You for Abraham’s story—not to excuse my weakness
but to remind me that even in failure, You are faithful. Thank You
that You protect, guide, and forgive. But don't let me stay stuck
in patterns that dishonor You. Teach me by Your Spirit to walk
in honesty, courage, and discipline. Show me when I'm about to
repeat a mistake. Remind me that I'm not helpless—I'm filled with
Your power.

“Today I surrender my weaknesses to You. Break the cycle.
Transform the habit. Replace fear with trust, lies with truth, timidity
with courage. Let my life show that You aren’t only merciful to
forgive me but also mighty to change me. Amen.”

N9
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WHEN HEAVEN
SEEMS SILENT

Life Lived Out

“I've been praying, Lord. I need You. Where are You? They say You
‘know the need,” but I'm not hearing anything from You.”

If you've ever prayed words like that, you're not alone. There are
seasons when heaven feels silent. Times when our prayers seem to
bounce off the ceiling. Times when we're waiting for God’s answer,
and all we hear is stillness. I've felt that silence in the middle of
uncertainty—when test results hung in the balance, when finances
were thin, when relationships fractured, when the news blared
violence and disasters. I've pleaded with God to speak, only to sit
in the quiet and wonder, Is He listening? Does He hear me?

And the truth I've learned is this: God’s silence is never absence.
His stillness is never neglect.

Word Poured Out

Scripture reassures me: 7his is the confidence we have in approaching
God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us (1
John 5:14). Notice—it doesn’t say He hears only when He answers
quickly or when His response matches what I expect. It says He
hears when [ ask according to His will.

Psalm 73:26 reminds me: My flesh and my heart may fail, bur
God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever. That means
when I feel weak, when the silence stretches long, when the
answer hasn’'t come—He¢’s still my strength. He’s still my portion.
He’s still enough.
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And Jesus Himself declared, “Whar is impossible with man is
possible with God” (Luke 18:27). Silence doesn’t limit His power.
Waiting doesn't cancel His promises.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out isn’t proven when prayers are instantly
answered—it’s proven when theyre not. Faith says, “Though
heaven seems silent, I'll keep praying.” Faith says, “Though I cant
hear Him, T'll trust that He hears me.” Faith says, “Though the
answer tarries, I'll not stop believing.”

Faith stands out when I keep showing up before the throne of
grace day after day, not because I see the result but because I trust
the One who holds the result. Faith stands out when gratitude
fills my prayers—not only for blessings already visible but also for
the unseen miracles God is working behind the curtain of silence.
Faith stands out when I choose to anchor myself in God’s promises
instead of my feelings. My emotions say, “God is absent.” His Word
says, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” My emotions say, “This
will never change.” His Word says, “With God all things are possible.”

The world gives up when heaven seems silent. Faith presses in.
The world doubts when answers delay. Faith declares, “My God is
Jaithful. My God is listening. My God will act in His time.”

Step Out

“Lord, teach me to walk by faith and not by sight. When heaven
seems silent, remind me that You aren’t absent. Teach me to trust
Your timing, Your wisdom, and Your will. Help me to thank You
not only for what I see but also for what I can’t yet see. Strengthen
me to pray when answers seem delayed. Anchor me in Your
promises when my feelings falter.
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When Heaven Seems Silent

“Today I choose faith that stands out—faith that endures the
silence, faith that waits with hope, faith that believes You are
faithful even when I can’t hear Your voice. For every prayer I've
prayed has been heard. Every tear has been counted. Every sigh has
been noticed. And in the silence, You are still God. Amen.”

NN
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TO GOD BE THE GLORY

Life Lived Out

Success sometimes tempts me to think that I've achieved a goal on
my own. A problem was solved, a door opened, a plan worked—and
my first thought was 7 figured it out. I made this happen. But then the
Spirit pressed me: “Did you? Who gave you the wisdom? Who gave you
the strength? Who put the right person in the right place at the right time?”

Reading Joshua reminds me that victories never come from
human strength alone. Again and again, the text emphasizes: 7he
Lord also gave that city and its king into Israel’s hand (see Joshua 10:30,
32). The army still marched. The battle still had to be fought. But
the outcome belonged to God. That cuts to my heart. How often
have I claimed the outcome and left God out of the credit? How
often have I tried to engineer my way forward—through strategies,
effort, or manipulation—only to find the fruit underdeveloped
and the joy empty? And then, how often has God let my self-made
plans fail so I would learn dependence again?

Giving God glory isn’t about erasing my effort; it’s about
confessing my dependence. Joshua still led, the soldiers still fought,
but every victory came because God delivered. The same is true for
me. My job is obedience. The outcome belongs to Him.

Word Poured Out

In Scripture, the word glory (kabod in Hebrew, doxa in Greek)
carries the sense of weight, honor, radiance, and recognition of
God’s greatness. To give God glory means to acknowledge Him
as the source of victory, the reason for success, and the very light
of our life. Jesus confirmed it when He said, 7 am the light of the
world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, bur will have
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the light of life (John 8:12). The aim is never self-display but God’s
light within us. All for His honor and glory.

Paul carried the theme forward: Now to him who is able to do far
more abundantly than all that we ask or think ... to him be glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and
ever. Amen (Ephesians 3:20-21 ESV).

Every act of obedience, every answered prayer, every victory
belongs to Him. When I take credit, I rob Him of the glory. When
I give thanks, I place the crown back on His head, where it belongs.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out doesn’t just believe God can win the battle—
it also trusts Him enough to give Him the credit when the battle
is over. Faith says, “T'll plan, I'll work, I'll obey—but the victory
is Yours, Lord.” It says, “I wont measure success by applause or
recognition but by whether Your Name is honored.” It says, “I’ll
boast only in the cross of Christ.”

When others ask how I succeeded, faith points upward. When
my flesh wants to bask in praise, faith bows low. When the world
says, “Iake the glory,” faith says, “To God be the glory.”

Step Out

“Lord, forgive me for the times I've taken credit for what only You
could do. Teach me to see every success as Your gift, every open
door as Your hand, every victory as Your deliverance. Keep me
humble. Let me never rob You of Your glory. Let my life point
beyond me to You so that in every word, every action, and every
achievement, others will see Your steadfast love and faithfulness.
“Today I choose to give You the glory. Not to me, not to my
effort, not to my name—but to You, forever and ever. Amen.”

N9
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SEEK TO KNOW JESUS

Life Lived Out

We can read the same Bible verse dozens of times and still miss
the heartbeat behind it. But the more we dwell in God’s Word and
discuss it with Him, the more He reveals His nature to us. That’s
not poetic hyperbole—it’s how real relationship works. When we
sit with someone, when we lean in, listen, and ask questions, we
begin to know them—not only their opinions but also their heart.
That’s what Jesus is inviting us into—not merely a faith of rules or
rituals but an abiding friendship.

I kept rereading Matthew 6 and kept missing the answer. That’s
honest. Thats all of us. We pray. We stress. We study. And yet the
remedy is often hidden in plain sight—until the Spirit brings it alive.
Right in the middle of Jesus’s teaching about worry is this command
that shifts everything: But seek first his kingdom and bis righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well (Matthew 6:33).

So much of our anxiety is fueled by a misplaced priority. We
seek solutions. Jesus says, “Seek Me.”

Word Poured Out

Matthew 6 is one of the most revolutionary teachings in all of
Scripture. It turns human logic on its head. Jesus begins by warning
us not to live for the praise of people (6:1-18), then addresses our
fears and desires with stunning clarity.

In essence He says, “Youre worried about your life. What to
eat. What to wear. What to do. But look at the birds—they’re not
stressed out. Look at the flowers—they’re not fretting over fashion.
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And your heavenly Father feeds them, clothes them, watches over
them. Arent you worth much more?”

‘The answer is yes. But we often don’t believe it.

Instead, we chase what the world chases. We fill our calendars
and bank accounts, trying to gain security. We scroll and search
and shop, hoping to soothe the ache inside. All the while, Jesus
whispers: “Seek first My kingdom ... and everything else will find
its place.”

This isn’t a promise of an easy life—it’s a promise of the right
life. A life anchored in Jesus won't be pain-free, but it will always be
held in His hands. This kind of seeking involves more than reading
a verse and moving on. It’s praying through the day. It’s pouring
out worship. It’s living in constant conversation with the God who
calls us friend.

Jeremiah 29:13 echoes this invitation: You will seek me and
[find me when you seek me with all your heart. 'This is the rhythm of
discipleship. Not a once-a-week nod to God, but a life centered
around knowing Him.

Faith Stands Out

In a culture obsessed with noise, speed, and performance, knowing
Jesus deeply is an act of resistance. When you slow down to seek
Him, when you silence your phone to pray, when you choose
worship over worry—that’s faith in motion. That’s what it looks
like to live in the kingdom while walking through the chaos of the
world. Jesus doesn’t promise we'll never face trouble. In fact, He
says the opposite: “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart!
1 have overcome the world” (John 16:33).

Faith isn't denial—it’s defiance. It’s looking worry in the eye and
saying, “I choose to trust Jesus instead.” This kind of faith doesnt
come from knowing about God; it comes from knowing God. It
comes from those early-morning prayers. Those whispered worship
songs in the car. Those journal pages filled with questions, tears,

and hope.
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Seek to Know Jesus

Jesus wants to be your friend. Not just your Savior. Not just your
Sunday-morning focus. But your every-day, every-hour, ongoing,
intimate companion.

Step Out

Start today—not with a list of requests but with a desire to know
Him. Pray honestly: “Jesus, I want to know You—not just know
facts but know Your heart.” Open Matthew 6 and read it again.
Slowly. Ask the Spirit to reveal what you've missed. Listen for His
voice between the lines.

Take one step to seek Him more deeply today. Maybe that
means spending five extra minutes in the Word. Maybe it means
silencing your notifications for an hour to focus on prayer. Maybe
it’s lifting your hands in worship while doing the dishes. Whatever
it is, know this: He sees your seeking. He honors your hunger. And
He promises to meet you.

“Lord, we are not chasing a mystery; we are responding to You,
the One who already comes running after us. We seek You. Not
for blessings. Not for solutions. But to know You. And in knowing
You, we will discover the remedy for every worry. Amen.”

N9
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239

Review proof only - not for circulation



Review proof only - not for circulation



WELL DONE, MY FAITHFUL
SERVANT

Life Lived Out

Jesus told a story about a master who entrusted his servants with
resources before leaving on a journey. When he returned, he praised
those who had multiplied what he gave them but rebuked the
servant who buried his gift in fear and excuses. To the faithful he
said: “Well done, my good and faithful servant! You have been faithful
with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and
share your master’s happiness!” (Matthew 25:21).

For years I thought those words “well done” were only about the
whole of life. At the end of my days, God would review my story
and pronounce His judgment. But what if His evaluation is much
more frequent? What if He cares about each task, each moment,
each day? Faithfulness isn’t just preaching a sermon, writing a
book, or leading a ministry. It’s scrubbing a floor with excellence,
tending patients with compassion, balancing books with integrity,
or listening to a friend with patience. It’s praying faithfully when
no one sees. It’s using the gifts God entrusted to me, whether large
or small, for His glory.

If Jesus came back at 4:00 p.m. today, what would He find?
Would I be wasting the hours scrolling, gossiping, and drifting? Or
would I be found faithful in the ordinary assignments of the day?
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Word Poured Out

This parable is about stewardship—faithful management of what
God has entrusted. The talents represent more than money; they
symbolize time, abilities, opportunities, influence, and spiritual
gifts. Paul reminds us, /¢ is required that those who have been given a
trust must prove faithful (1 Corinthians 4:2).

Faithfulness isnt measured by comparison but by obedience.
The servant with two talents received the same praise as the
servant with five. God doesn’t expect me to produce what He gave
another—only to multiply what He placed in my hands.

Excuses reveal unbelief. The unfaithful servant said, 7 was
afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground” (Matthew
25:25 ESV). His failure wasn’t lack of skill but lack of trust. Fear
paralyzed him, while faith freed the others to risk.

Faithfulness is grounded in God’s presence. Jesus said,
Surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matthew
28:20). Knowing He is with me transforms chores into worship,
conversations into ministry, and ordinary days into eternal
investments.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out is faith that acts in the moment, not just at the
finish line. Faith looks like doing the small things as unto Christ
(Colossians 3:23). Faith looks like using my voice to encourage
instead of criticize. Faith looks like praying through my list of
names, unseen but powerful. Faith looks like stewarding my time
with intention instead of wasting it in distraction.

Faith that stands out refuses excuses. It remembers that God
is with me in the kitchen, the office, the classroom, the hospital,
and the nursing home. It turns the ordinary into worship and the
temporary into eternal fruit. When I live like this, I don’t have to
wait until the end of my life to hear God’s delight. I can begin to
sense His whisper even now: “Well done, faithful servant.”
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Step Out

“Lord, thank You for entrusting me with gifts, time, and
opportunities. Forgive me for the excuses I've made, for the hours
I’'ve wasted, and for the talents I've buried in fear. Teach me to live
as if You might return at 10:00 a.m. or 4:00 p.m.—not only at the
end of life. Make me faithful in the small things so I may honor
You in greater things.”
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WHEN THE SCRIPTURE
OPENS TO YOU

Life Lived Out

Many times when I’'m searching the Scriptures, I don’t understand
certain verses, so | pause and ask God to open my mind so He can
reveal to me what He is saying. Sometimes I don’t hear from Him
at that moment, but later He will teach me through situations in
my life.

For example, in Romans 4:17 the apostle Paul writes, As iz is
written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is our father
in the sight of God in whom he believed—the God who gives life to
the dead and calls into being things that were not. 1 didn't understand
what this phrase meant: calls into being things that were not.

Then God gave me a clear example that spoke to me in a
personal way.

I met a lovely man I thought I'd like to meet for coffee and get
to know better in a companionship-style relationship. He was so
handsome and soft-spoken, and he seemed to want to know me
better too.

He was so charming.

When we made plans to meet for coffee, he could never make
the date.

But he was so charming.

He disappeared on the weekends; I never heard from him.

But he was so charming.

He only called me when he was alone on the road, driving from
one job to another.

But he was so charming.
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Word Poured Out

Then the Holy Spirit reminded me of a verse: For God gave us a
spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control (2 Timothy
1:7). This verse is talking about the omnipotent power of God who
foreknows all the things we would never expect to manifest. Ahh.
'The One who calls into being things that were not.

The Spirit of God was speaking to me on a personal level, telling
me to open my eyes and saying that I was calling this man into
something he was nor—certainly not what I thought he was. The
words of our Lord came back to me, just as He promised. In the
Upper Room, Jesus told the disciples: “Buz the Helper, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and
bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you” (John 14:20).

Faith Stands Out

Faith doesn’t let desire control our actions. Faith allows the Spirit
of God to open our eyes to truths we don’t want to see. Faith gives
God time to explain Scripture to us in a way that meets us where
we are.

Step Out

What in your life are you making into something that he/she/it is
not? A relationship? A job? What do you want so badly that you are
ignoring the truth that is looking back at you?

The Bible tells us to open our minds and hearts and be willing
to hear from God because only He knows what is truth.

I ended that relationship before it ever got started.

“Thank You, Lord, for loving us, for opening Your Word to us,
and guiding us throughout our lives. Amen.”
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WHO IS FOLLOWING
WHOM:?

Life Lived Out

P've caught myself praying for God to bless 72y plans, asking Him to
follow where I wanted to go. It sounds good at first—why wouldn’t
God want to help me succeed? But underneath was a subtle reversal:
I wanted Him to adjust to me instead of me surrendering to Him.

Jesus never invited me to lead Him. His call is always the same:
“Follow me.” That means my dreams, my schedule, even my
definition of success must bend to His direction. When I resist,
I find myself exhausted and frustrated. But when I yield, I find
freedom. Following Christ means giving up control, but it also
means gaining peace.

Word Poured Out

Jesus said, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross and follow me” (Matthew 16:24 ESV). To follow
Him is to lay down the right to chart my own course. The disciples
left nets, boats, tax booths, and reputations to follow Him (Mark
1:16-20; Luke 5:27-28). They didn’t negotiate terms; they obeyed.
And along the way, they discovered the truth Jesus promised:
“Whoever loses his life for my sake will find it” (Matthew 16:25 ESV).

This is the essence of discipleship—Christ is Lord, not consultant.
I don’t invite Him into my life to endorse my agenda. I surrender
my life into His hands to serve His kingdom. As Paul declared,
You are not your own; you were bought at a price (1 Corinthians

6:19-20).
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Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out doesn’t just sprinkle Jesus into a self-driven
life. It follows wherever He leads, even when the path is costly.
Faith looks like adjusting my plans when His Spirit convicts. It
looks like obedience when His Word contradicts my preferences.
It looks like humility when I'm tempted to lead instead of follow.
It looks like surrendering each day with the prayer, “Not my will,
but Yours be done.”
Faith that stands out makes it clear: Christ leads, I follow.

Step Out

“Lord, forgive me for the times I've tried to make You follow me
instead of surrendering to follow You. Break my pride and teach
me to yield. Help me to deny myself, take up my cross, and walk
wherever You call. Make me sensitive to Your Spirits direction and
bold enough to obey even when it costs me.

“Today I choose to follow—not to drag You into my plans but
to step into Yours. Lead me, Lord. I will follow. Amen.”
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WHO AM ITHAT YOU
WOULD BRING ME THIS FAR:

Life Lived Out

Sometimes I pause and look back—at the mistakes, the detours,
the seasons I thought would break me—and I'm stunned that God
has carried me this far.

David prayed, “Who am I, Sovereign Lord, and what is my family,
that you have brought me this far?” (2 Samuel 7:18). I've whispered
the same words. Who am [, with all my failures and flaws, that God
would keep blessing, guiding, and sustaining me?

I didn’t deserve to be brought this far. None of us do. Yet His
mercy is greater than my sin. His faithfulness is stronger than my
stumbling. Looking back reminds me that the God who carried me
here will carry me forward.

Word Poured Out

David’s prayer came after God promised to establish his throne
forever. Instead of boasting, David bowed. He recognized that
every victory, every blessing, every step was a gift of grace.

The same theme runs throughout Scripture. Moses reminded
Israel: 7he Lord did not set his affection on you and choose you because
you were more numerous than other peoples. ... But it was because the
Lord loved you (Deuteronomy 7:7-8). Paul echoed it: By the grace
of God I am what I am (1 Corinthians 15:10).

This is the heartbeat of grace—God acts not because of who I
am but because of who He is. His love is unearned. His faithfulness
is undeserved. His blessings flow not from my worthiness but from
His goodness.
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Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out lives with humility and gratitude. It remembers
that every good thing is from above (James 1:17). It doesn't boast
in achievements but in the Lord. Faith looks like giving thanks
for daily bread instead of taking it for granted. It looks like
remembering answered prayers instead of forgetting once the crisis
passes. It looks like trusting the God who has brought me this far
to lead me further still.

Faith that stands out testifies, “If God carried me yesterday, He'll

carry me tomorrow.”

Step Out

“Lord, I echo David’s words: “Who am I that You have brought
me this far?” Thank You for mercy when I failed, strength when I
was weak, and hope when I was near despair. Keep me humble and
grateful. Help me to never forget Your faithfulness in the past, so
I'll trust You fully for the future.

“Today I choose to live with gratitude, humility, and confidence
in the God who never fails. Amen.”
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WE WERE WARNED

Life Lived Out

Anniversaries of national grief and the shock of targeted violence
reopen wounds. News feeds carry sorrow into our homes and raise
hard questions about where history is headed. We grieve, we pray,
and we steady our hearts with what Jesus and the apostles told us in
advance: None of this should surprise us. We were warned—not to
paralyze us with fear but to anchor us in hope and vigilance.

Word Poured Out

Paul told Timothy that the last days would be marked by self-love,
pride, abuse, treachery, and a form of godliness that denies its power
(2 Timothy 3:1-5). In Scripture the last days extend from Christ’s
first coming until His return, so these characteristics describe
our own era. Paul didnt stop at warning; he charged Timothy to
continue in what he had learned, because the sacred writings make
us “wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus” and equip us
“for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:14-17).

‘The writer of Hebrews also reminds us: “Therefore, since we
are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let
us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes
on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before
him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such
opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose
heart (12:1-3).
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When Jesus foretold that the shepherd would be struck and
the sheep scattered, His disciples did flee, yet He restored them
and sent them out with power (Matthew 26:31). The same Lord
steadies us now.

Faith Stands Out

Faith doesn’t deny trouble; it refuses to be ruled by it. We answer
hostility with blessing, fear with prayer, and deception with truth
spoken in love. We keep gathering, keep witnessing, and keep
forgiving those who wrong us because our Savior forgave us first
(Romans 12:14-21; Ephesians 4:32).

Step Out

Open your Bible daily and continue in what you have learned.
Memorize a promise from 2 Timothy 3 or Hebrews 12 and pray it
over your home. Encourage one discouraged believer and speak the
gospel to one neighbor this week.

“Lord, may we always fix our eyes on You and run with
perseverance until You return. Amen.”

N9
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WATCH WHO IS COMING IN
YOUR LIFE

Life Lived Out

On a postpartum floor, a young mother of triplets lay weary,
overwhelmed by the physical toll of childbirth and the sudden
weight of caring for three fragile lives. In that sterile room, help
came not only through medicine and charts but also through the
presence of two women who stood at her bedside. They combed
her hair, adjusted blankets, and tended to practical needs with a
tenderness that spoke louder than words. Their service testified to
a deeper love—the kind that doesn’t seek recognition but quietly
reflects Christ. That scene can reshape the way we see ordinary
encounters. The people who cross our paths don’t arrive by chance.
Each interruption, each meeting, each unexpected request may be
a divine assignment. What feels routine may be holy ground if we
enter with eyes open and hearts willing.

Word Poured Out

The gospel makes us family: Be devoted to one another in love. Honor
one another above yourselves (Romans 12:10). This devotion isn’t
sentimental—it’s active. We encourage one another and build each
other up because Christ Himself has encouraged and built us up
(1 Thessalonians 5:11). The earliest believers embodied this reality.
Paul calls this a ministry of burdens: Carry each others burdens, and
in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ (Galatians 6:2).
Scripture also reminds us that God often teaches and tests us
through the people He sends. Do nor neglect to show hospitality
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to strangers, for by so doing some have entertained angels without
knowing it (Hebrews 13:2). Whether the person before us is an
angelic messenger or an ordinary neighbor, the call is the same:
receive them and serve them with Christ’s love. Jesus set the pattern
Himself: 7he Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and
to give his life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:45). When we serve
others in love, we participate in His ongoing ministry.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that reflects Christ stays alert to divine appointments. It enters
roomsasking, “Whom can I honor here? It sees beyond inconvenience
to opportunity. Faith doesn’t wait for grand gestures—it shows up
in simple acts: combing hair, preparing a meal, listening to a weary
heart, or praying with someone in distress.

Faith trusts the Spirit to multiply what feels small. A few loaves
and fish in our hands become abundance when surrendered to God.
When we honor others, we honor Christ Himself, who declared
that whatever we do for the least of these, we do for Him (Matthew
25:40). Such faith shines in a culture consumed with self-interest.
It testifies that the greatest among us is the one who serves.

Step Out

Pray each morning for eyes to see the person God will place in your
path. Then act: Offer a word of encouragement, write a note of
blessing, lend a listening ear, or meet a practical need. Don't wait
for the perfect moment—honor someone today. In the evening,
look back over your day and thank God for the opportunities He
gave you to serve.

As you walk in love, you fulfill the command to be devoted to one
another in love (Romans 12:10) and o encourage one another and
build each other up (1 Thessalonians 5:11).
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Watch Who Is Coming in Your Life

“Lord, we thank You and ask You to show us how we can
continue to serve You until Your kingdom comes! May Your will

be done! Amen.”
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THE POWER OF SCRIPTURE

Life Lived Out

In the darkest nights of fear, the Psalms have become a refuge for
countless weary souls. Hospital rooms, prison cells, battlefields,
and bedrooms have echoed with whispered prayers from Psalm 91.
Words written centuries ago still carry power because the God who
inspired them is alive and near. His Word isnt merely ink on a
page—it’s His voice speaking to us in the present moment. When
anxiety swells and shadows loom, Scripture becomes an anchor. To
recite His promises in the night is to remind ourselves that we aren’t
alone, that we're sheltered, guarded, and upheld by the Almighty.
His Word steadies trembling hearts and renews courage that feels
spent. In the stillness of those hours, His presence becomes real
through the promises He has spoken.

Word Poured Out

The psalmist begins, He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will abide in the shadow of the Almighty (Psalm 91:1 ESV). This isnt
occasional visiting—it’s continual dwelling. To abide in His shadow
is to live knowing you are within the reach of His presence, covered
and secure. This promise is echoed throughout Scripture: You know
when I sit and when I rise, You perceive my thought from afar. You
discern my going out and my lying down, You are familiar with all my
ways. Before a word is on my tongue You know it completely, O Lord.
(Psalm 139:2—4). God Himself draws close to those who cling to
Him in trust, not to burden but to strengthen.

Paul reminds us, All Scripture is breathed outr by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof; for correction, and for training in
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righteousness, that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for
every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17 ESV). The Bible isn’t a dead
letter; it’s the very breath of God, carrying His life into our weary
souls. The writer of Hebrews presses further: 7he Word of God is
living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword ... it judges
the thoughts and attitudes of the heart (Hebrews 4:12). Scripture not
only comforts—it also confronts, discerns, and transforms.

Jesus tied abiding in His Word to power in prayer when He
said: “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever
you wish, and it will be done for you” (John 15:7). To let His words
abide is to let them saturate our thinking, shape our prayers, and
fuel our faith. When the Word abides in us, we don’t pray empty
phrases—we pray in alignment with His will, with confidence that
He hears and answers.

Faith Stands Out

Faith that stands out is faith rooted in the Word. It doesn’t treat
Scripture as an optional encouragement but as daily bread. It
abides in His Word morning and night—reading, meditating,
memorizing, obeying. This isn't ritual; it’s relationship. Through
the Word we come to know God’s heart, His character, His
promises, and His commands. As Scripture saturates us, fear yields
to peace. Confusion gives way to discernment. Doubt is replaced
by confidence.

Faith that abides in the Word doesn’t panic when storms come,
because it has already learned to rest under the Almighty’s shadow.
Such faith shines in a dark world, not because of its own strength
but because it reflects the light of the Word living within.
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Step Out

Choose one passage of Scripture and dwell in it this week—
morning and evening. Read it slowly. Memorize portions of it. Pray
its truths over your life, your family, and your church. For example,
turn Psalm 91:1 into prayer: “Lord, help me to dwell in Your shelter
today. Keep me near under the shadow of Your wings. Amen.”

As you pray His Word back to Him, expect the God who speaks
to strengthen you. His promises are living, active, and present. Rest
under His shadow and watch as His Word steadies your soul.
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